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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[U.S. DOT Docket Number NHTSA-2004—-
18842]

Reports, Forms, and Record Keeping
Requirements

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), U.S.
Department of Transportation.

ACTION: Request for public comment on
proposed collection of information.

SUMMARY: Before a Federal agency can
collect certain information from the
public, it must receive approval from
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB). Under procedures established
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, before seeking OMB approval,
Federal agencies must solicit public
comment on proposed collections of
information, including extensions and
reinstatement of previously approved
collections.

This document describes two
collections of information for which
NHTSA intends to seek OMB approval.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before October 12, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Comments must refer to the
docket notice numbers cited at the
beginning of this notice and be
submitted to Docket Management,
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, Room PL—401, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590. Please identify the proposed
collection of information for which a
comment is provided, by referencing its
OMB Clearance Number. It is requested,
but not required, that 2 copies of the
comment be provided. The Docket
Section is open on weekdays from 10
a.am. to 5 p.m.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Complete copies of each request for the
collection of information may be
obtained at no charge from Mr. Michael
J. Jordan, National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NVS-216), 400
Seventh Street, SW., (Room 2318),
Washington, DC 20590. Mr. Jordan’s
telephone number is (202) 493—-0576.
Please identify the relevant collection of
information by referring to its OMB
Control Number.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
before an agency submits a proposed
collection of information to OMB for
approval, it must first publish a
document in the Federal Register
providing a 60-day comment period and
otherwise consult with members of the

public and affected agencies concerning
each proposed collection of information.
The OMB has promulgated regulations
describing what must be included in
such a document. Under OMB’s
regulation (at 5 CFR 1320.8(d)), an
agency must ask for public comment on
the following:

(i) Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(ii) The accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

(iii) How to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

(iv) How to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond, including the use
of appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

In compliance with these
requirements, NHTSA asks for public
comments on the following proposed
collections of information:

(1) Title: Consumer Complaint
Information.

OMB Control Number: 2127-0008.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households.

Abstract: Under chapter 301 of title 49
of the United States Code,
manufacturers of motor vehicles and
items of motor vehicle equipment must
notify owners and provide a free remedy
(i.e., arecall) when it has been
determined that a safety-related defect
exists in the manufacturer’s product.
NHTSA investigates possible safety
defects and may order recalls. NHTSA
solicits information from vehicle
owners, which is used to identify and
evaluate possible safety-related defects
and provide evidence of the existence of
such defects.

Consumer complaint information
takes the form of a Vehicle Owner’s
Questionnaire (VOQ), which is a paper,
self-addressed mailer that consumers
complete. This mailer contains owner
information, product information, failed
component information, and incident
information. It may also take the form of
an electronic VOQ containing the same
information as identified above, which
can be submitted via NHTSA’s Internet
Web site or by calling the Department of
Transportation’s Auto Safety Hotline.
Or, it may take the form of a consumer
letter. All consumer complaint
information, in addition to other sources

of available information, is reviewed by
NHTSA staff to determine whether a
safety-related defect trend or
catastrophic failure is developing that
would warrant the opening of a safety
defect investigation.

Estimated Annual Burden: 16,268
hours.

Number of Respondents: 49,296.

(2) Title: Voluntary Child Safety Seat
Registration Form.

OMB Control Number: 2127-0576.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households.

Abstract: Chapter 301 of title 49 of the
United States provides that if either
NHTSA or a manufacturer determines
that motor vehicles or items of motor
vehicle equipment contain a defect that
relates to motor vehicle safety or fail to
comply with an applicable Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard, the
manufacturer must notify owners and
purchasers of the defect or
noncompliance and must provide a
remedy without charge. Pursuant to 49
CFR part 577, defect and
noncompliance notification for
equipment items, including child
restraint systems (CRS), must be sent by
first class mail to the most recent
purchaser known to the manufacturer.
To increase the likelihood that CRS
manufacturers will be aware of the
identity of purchasers, NHTSA adopted
S5.8 of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 213, to require
manufacturers to include a postage-paid
form with each CRS so the purchaser
can register with the manufacturer. In
addition to the registration form
supplied by the manufacturer, NHTSA
has implemented a CRS registration
system to assist those individuals who
have either lost the registration form
that came with the CRS or purchased a
previously owned CRS. In the absence
of a registration system, many owners of
child passenger safety seats would not
be notified of safety defects and
noncompliances, and would not have
the defects and noncompliances
remedied, because the manufacturer
would not be aware of their identities.

Estimated Annual Burden: 283 hours.

Number of Respondents: 5,665.

Comments are invited on: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; the accuracy of
the Department’s estimate of the burden
of the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
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automated collection techniques or

other forms of information technology.
Issued on: August 5, 2004.

Kenneth N. Weinstein,

Associate Administrator for Enforcement.

[FR Doc. 04—18356 Filed 8—10—-04; 8:45 am)]

BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA-2004—-18714; Notice 1]

Volkswagen of America, Inc., Receipt
of Petition for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

Volkswagen of America, Inc.
(Volkswagen) has determined that label
information on certain vehicles that it
produced in 2003 and 2004 does not
comply with S5.3 of 49 CFR 571.120,
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
(FMVSS) No. 120, “Tire selection and
rims for motor vehicles other than
passenger cars.” Volkswagen has filed
an appropriate report pursuant to 49
CFR Part 573, “Defect and
Noncompliance Reports.”

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and
30120(h), Volkswagen has petitioned for
an exemption from the notification and
remedy requirements of 49 U.S.C.
Chapter 301 on the basis that this
noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety.

This notice of receipt of Volkswagen’s
petition is published under 49 U.S.C.
30118 and 30120 and does not represent
any agency decision or other exercise of
judgment concerning the merits of the
petition.

A total of approximately 23,017
Volkswagen Touareg MPV vehicles
produced between November 3, 2003
and July 2, 2004 are affected. S5.3 of
FMVSS No. 120, “Label information,”
requires that the certification label or a
separate tire information label shall
show certain information about the tires
and rims, as specified in $5.3.1 and
S5.3.2. S5.3.1, “Tires,” refers to “The
size designation * * * and the
recommended cold inflation pressure
for those tires. * * *”* §5.3.2, “Rims,”
refers to ““The size designation * * * of
Rims * * * appropriate for those tires.”
Volkswagen chose to use a separate
label on the affected vehicles that does
not contain the rim size markings
required by S5.3.2.

Volkswagen believes that the
noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety and that no
corrective action is warranted.
Volkswagen states the following:

Volkswagen believes that the lack of rim
size information on any of the labels does not
create a risk to motor vehicle safety because
any replacement tires of equivalent size to
the factory installed tires or to any factory
option tire would be compatible with the
factory installed wheel rims. If an owner
purchases wheel rims to replace those
installed by Volkswagen, the selling dealer
would be responsible for advising the owner
on the compatible tire and wheel rim
combination.

Volkswagen states that no customer
complaints have been received
regarding the lack of wheel rim size
information on the tire pressure
information label. Volkswagen has fixed
the problem.

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments on the petition described
above. Comments must refer to the
docket and notice number cited at the
beginning of this notice and be
submitted by any of the following
methods. Mail: Docket Management
Facility, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Nassif Building, Room
PL—401, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC, 20590-0001. Hand
Delivery: Room PL—401 on the plaza
level of the Nassif Building, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC. It
is requested, but not required, that two
copies of the comments be provided.
The Docket Section is open on
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except
Federal Holidays. Comments may be
submitted electronically by logging onto
the Docket Management System Web
site at http://dms.dot.gov. Click on
“Help” to obtain instructions for filing
the document electronically. Comments
may be faxed to 1-202-493-2251, or
may be submitted to the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: go to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

The petition, supporting materials,
and all comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated below will be filed and will be
considered. All comments and
supporting materials received after the
closing date will also be filed and will
be considered to the extent possible.
When the petition is granted or denied,
notice of the decision will be published
in the Federal Register pursuant to the
authority indicated below.

Comment closing date: September 10,
2004.

Authority: (49 U.S.C. 30118, 30120:
delegations of authority at CFR 1.50 and
501.8)

Issued on: August 5, 2004.
Kenneth N. Weinstein,
Associate Administrator for Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 04—18298 Filed 8—10-04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA-2004-18848]

Electronic Submission of Conformity
Information Regarding Certain
Imported Nonconforming Motor
Vehicles

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed action.

SUMMARY: This document announces
that NHTSA 1is considering a proposal to
permit registered importers (RIs) to
submit to the agency, in an electronic
format, certain information regarding
imported vehicles that are certified by
their manufacturer as complying with
Canadian motor vehicle safety standards
(CMVSS), but not with all applicable
Federal motor vehicle safety standards
(FMVSS). Currently, RIs submit this
information to the agency in a hard copy
format. The proposal should result in a
savings, for both the agency and the RI
community, of the costs that are
currently associated with the
assemblage, mailing, and storage of
these records in hard copy form.

DATES: The closing date for comments
on the petition is September 10, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
the docket number and notice number,
and be submitted to: Docket
Management, Room PL—401, 400
Seventh St., SW., Washington, DC
20590. (Docket hours are from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.) Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (volume 65,
number 70; pages 19477-78), or you
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Coleman Sachs, Office of Vehicle Safety
Compliance, NHTSA (202-366-3151).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: One of
NHTSA'’s responsibilities is to monitor
the importation into the United States of
motor vehicles that were not originally
manufactured to comply with all
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