
47484 Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 150 / Thursday, August 5, 2004 / Notices 

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Research, 
Planning and Construction. The regulations 
impending Executive Order 12372 regarding 
intergovernmental consultation on Federal 
programs and activities apply to this 
program)

Issued on: July 30, 2004. 
Jeffrey Berna, 
Environmental Specialist, Salt Lake City, 
Utah.
[FR Doc. 04–17863 Filed 8–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–22–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2004–18755; Notice 1] 

Coupled Products, Inc., Receipt of 
Petition for Decision of 
Inconsequential Noncompliance 

Coupled Products, Inc. (Coupled 
Products) has determined that certain 
hydraulic brake hose assemblies that it 
produced do not comply with S5.3.4 of 
49 CFR 571.106, Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 106, 
‘‘Brake hoses.’’ Coupled Products has 
filed an appropriate report pursuant to 
49 CFR part 573, ‘‘Defect and 
Noncompliance Reports.’’ 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and 
30120(h), Coupled Products has 
petitioned for an exemption from the 
notification and remedy requirements of 
49 U.S.C. chapter 301 on the basis that 
this noncompliance is inconsequential 
to motor vehicle safety. 

This notice of receipt of Coupled 
Product’s petition is published under 49 
U.S.C. 30118 and 30120 and does not 
represent any agency decision or other 
exercise of judgment concerning the 
merits of the petition. 

A total of approximately 24,622 brake 
hose assemblies, consisting of 3,092 
assemblies bearing Part Number 5478 
and 21,530 assemblies bearing Part 
Number 5480 are affected. S5.3.4 of 
FMVSS No. 106, tensile strength, 
requires that ‘‘a hydraulic brake hose 
assembly shall withstand a pull of 325 
pounds without separation of the hose 
from its end fittings.’’ The potentially 
affected hoses were manufactured using 
a ‘‘straight cup’’ procedure rather than 
the appropriate ‘‘step cup’’ procedure. 
Compliance testing by the petitioner of 
eight sample hose assemblies from two 
separate manufacturing lots of these 
hoses revealed that seven of the eight 
samples experienced hose separation 
from the end fittings at from 224 to 317 
pounds. 

Coupled Products believes that the 
noncompliance is inconsequential to 

motor vehicle safety and that no 
corrective action is warranted. Coupled 
Products states that these hoses were 
shipped exclusively to EZ Loader, a 
manufacturer of boat trailers, the sole 
customer of the affected hoses. Coupled 
Products states:

Both Part Numbers 5478 and 5480 are 
utilized in specific boat trailer applications of 
a single trailer manufacturer. * * * [T]he 
routing and placement of the hoses on the 
particular boat trailers involved, and the 
shielded nature of the end fittings on those 
trailers are such that a linear, end-to-end 
‘‘straight pull’’ on the hose assembly, such as 
that specified in the FMVSS No. 106 tensile 
strength test procedure, is unlikely to occur 
in real-world use. Because of the manner in 
which these hose assemblies are installed, 
rather than a ‘‘straight pull,’’ it is more likely 
that the free length of the hose itself could 
be entangled or caught on a piece of road 
debris or other obstruction, resulting in a 
‘‘side pull’’ on the assembly. With this 
potential in mind, [Coupled Products] 
conducted a side pull tensile test on a sample 
of the subject brake hose assemblies to 
simulate the possible effect of a side pull on 
the integrity of the assembly. This was 
accomplished by creating special mounting 
fixtures and apparatus to the standard testing 
equipment. * * * The ‘‘side pull’’ test results 
show that the tensile load achieved prior to 
the ends separating from the hose exceeded 
530 pounds in each of the five samples 
tested—well in excess of the 325 pound 
requirement.

Coupled Products further states:
We believe that it is likely that in order for 

such a [side] pull to occur, the debris or 
obstacle in question would need to be of such 
size and/or weight that its encounter with the 
trailer would result in significant structural 
impact and thus have immediate effect on the 
operation of the trailer. While we have not 
been able to devise a test that would verify 
this theory, we believe that this is a realistic 
scenario. As a result, it seems likely that the 
trailer would likely incur an operational 
impact even before the possible loss of 
braking capability resulting from hose 
assembly failure. 

The axles used in the trailers in question 
are stationary. Unlike sliding axles that are 
used in some trailers, the axles used in these 
trailers are in a fixed location. Consequently, 
the possibility that the sliding movement of 
the axle might result in unintended pull on 
the hose is remote. * * * 

Because the braking system on the trailer 
is independent of the towing vehicle’s 
braking system, any failure of the hose 
assembly due to excessive tensile force—
unlikely as that may be—will not result in a 
loss of braking capability of the towing 
vehicle. Thus, in the unlikely event of 
separation, the driver would still retain full 
braking capability of the towing vehicle and 
would be able to stop the vehicle (although 
additional stopping distance may be required 
depending on the type of vehicle being used).

Coupled Products states that in other 
cases NHTSA determined that a FMVSS 

No. 106 noncompliance is 
inconsequential where, because of the 
specific vehicle application involved, 
the hose assembly would not be subject 
to the type of forces specified in the 
standard. Coupled Product says:

See, e.g., General Motors Grant of Petition 
* * * 57 FR 1511 (January 14, 1992) 
(granting petition with respect to adhesion 
test noncompliance because, among other 
reasons, the ‘‘end use of the hoses was such 
that they were subject to pressure, not 
vacuum applications’’), and Mitsubishi 
Motors America Grant of Petition * * * 57 
FR 45868 (October 5, 1992) (same).

Coupled Products states it cannot 
estimate the percentage of the affected 
population that may be noncompliant, 
but the test results indicate that it is 
likely to be less than 100 percent. 
Coupled Products indicates that the 
problem has been corrected. 

Interested persons are invited to 
submit written data, views, and 
arguments on the petition described 
above. Comments must refer to the 
docket and notice number cited at the 
beginning of this notice and be 
submitted by any of the following 
methods. Mail: Docket Management 
Facility, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Nassif Building, Room 
PL–401, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. Hand 
Delivery: Room PL–401 on the plaza 
level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC. It 
is requested, but not required, that two 
copies of the comments be provided. 
The Docket Section is open on 
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. except 
Federal holidays. Comments may be 
submitted electronically by logging onto 
the Docket Management System Web 
site at http://dms.dot.gov. Click on 
‘‘Help’’ to obtain instructions for filing 
the document electronically. Comments 
may be faxed to 1–202–493–2251, or 
may be submitted to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal: go to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online 
instructions for submitting comments. 

The petition, supporting materials, 
and all comments received before the 
close of business on the closing date 
indicated below will be filed and will be 
considered. All comments and 
supporting materials received after the 
closing date will also be filed and will 
be considered to the extent possible. 
When the petition is granted or denied, 
notice of the decision will be published 
in the Federal Register pursuant to the 
authority indicated below. 

Comment closing date: September 7, 
2004.
(Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30118, 30120: 
delegations of authority at CFR 1.50 and 
501.8.)
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Issued on: August 2, 2004. 
Kenneth N. Weinstein, 
Associate Administrator for Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 04–17932 Filed 8–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

July 29, 2004. 
The Department of Treasury has 

submitted the following public 
information collection requirement(s) to 
OMB for review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Copies of the 
submission(s) may be obtained by 
calling the Treasury Bureau Clearance 
Officer listed. Comments regarding this 
information collection should be 
addressed to the OMB reviewer listed 
and to the Treasury Department 
Clearance Officer, Department of the 
Treasury, Room 11000, 1750 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20220.
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before September 7, 2004 
to be assured of consideration. 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
OMB Number: 1545–0070. 
Regulation Project Number: PS–163–

84 Final. 
Type of Review: Extension. 
Title: Treatment of Transactions 

Between Partners and Partnerships. 
Description: Section 707(a)(2) 

provides that if there is a transfer of 
money or property by a partner to a 
partnership, the transfer will be treated, 
in certain situations, as a disguised sale 
between the partner and the 
partnership. The regulations provide 

that the partner or the partnership 
should disclose the transfers and certain 
attendant facts in some situations. 

Respondents: Business of other for-
profit. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
7,500. 

Estimated Burden Hours Respondent: 
20 minutes. 

Frequency of response: Annually. 
Estimated Total Reporting Burden: 

2,500 hours. 
Clearance Officer: Glenn P. Kirkland 

(202) 622–3428, Internal Revenue 
Service, Room 6411–03, 1111 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC 20224. 

OMB Reviewer: Joseph F. Lackey, Jr. 
(202) 395–7316, Office of Management 
and Budget, Room 10235, New 
Executive Office Building, Washington, 
DC 20503.

Lois K. Holland, 
Treasury PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–17888 Filed 8–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service 

Proposed Collection; Comment 
Request for Form 8847; Correction

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
Treasury.
ACTION: Correction to notice and request 
for comments. 

SUMMARY: This document corrects a 
notice and request for comments that 
was published in the Federal Register 
on Monday, July 26, 2004 (66 FR 
44567). This notice relates to the 
Department of the Treasury’s invitation 
to the general public and other Federal 

agencies to submit public comments on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Allan Hopkins, (202) 622–6665 (not a 
toll-free number).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The notice and request for comments 
that is the subject of this correction is 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995, Public Law 104–13 (44 
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)). 

Need for Correction 

As published, the notice and request 
for comments contains an error that may 
prove to be misleading and is in need 
of clarification. 

Correction of Publication 

Accordingly, the notice and request 
for comments which was the subject of 
FR Doc. 04–16968, is corrected as 
follows: 

On page 44567, column 2, under the 
caption SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:, 
the paragraph ‘‘Current Actions:’’ is 
corrected to read as follows: ‘‘Old lines 
8b through 8i were collapsed into new 
line 8b. Lines 8j through 8m were 
renumbered lines 8c through 8f. IRS 
made this change to reduce taxpayer 
burden. Most filers do not have any of 
the credits on old lines b through i, thus 
the change reduces the number of lines 
they must consider to one’’.

LaNita Van Dyke, 
Acting Chief, Publications and Regulations 
Branch, Legal Processing Division, Associate 
Chief Counsel, (Procedures and 
Administration).
[FR Doc. 04–17903 Filed 8–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P
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