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upon the complexity of issues following
the scoping phase of the CCP process.

We estimate that the draft
environmental documents will be
available in fall 2004 for public review
and comment.

Dated: May 3, 2004.
David Yazzie,

Acting Regional Director, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

[FR Doc. 04-16344 Filed 7-16—04; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[OR-027-1020-PI-020H; G-04—-0224]

Notice to Cancel a Public Meeting,
Steens Mountain Advisory Council

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), Interior.

ACTION: Cancellation Notice of Public
Meeting for the Steens Mountain
Advisory Council.

SUMMARY: The August 9 and 10, 2004,
Steens Mountain Advisory Council
Meeting, previously scheduled to be
held at the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), Burns District Office, 28910
Highway 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738,
has been cancelled. The original Federal
Register notice announcing the meeting
was published Tuesday, December 2,
2003, page number 67468.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Additional information concerning the
SMAC may be obtained from Rhonda
Karges, Management Support Specialist,
Burns District Office, 28910 Highway 20
West, Hines, Oregon, 97738, (541) 573—
4400 or Rhonda_Karges@or.blm.gov or
from the following Web site: http://
www.or.blm.gov/Steens.

Dated: July 12, 2004.
Dana R. Shuford,
Burns District Manager.
[FR Doc. 04—16346 Filed 7—16—04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-33-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[CA-190-04-1610-DS]

Notice of Availability of a Draft
Resource Management Plan
Amendment and Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for the Clear Creek
Management Area; Correction to April
2003 Notice of Intent (68 FR 22733)

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of a Draft
Resource Management Plan Amendment
and Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (Draft RMP/Draft EIS) for the
Clear Creek Management Area, Hollister
Field Office, in the southern portion of
San Benito County and western Fresno
County, California; Correction to April
2003 Notice of Intent (68 FR 22733).

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976, a Draft RMP/
Draft EIS has been prepared for the
Clear Creek Management Area. The
Draft RMP/Draft EIS considers
designations of areas and trails for off-
road vehicles (ORV) in accordance with
43 CFR Subpart 8342, and the
delineation of boundaries of the
expansion of the San Benito Mountain
Research Natural Area. This notice and
the Draft RMP/Draft EIS also fulfill the
planning requirements in 43 CFR 1610.
The Draft RMP/Draft EIS is tiered to the
Clear Creek Management Area RMP
Amendment/EIS (1995).

This notice will also correct the
Notice of Intent (NOI) of April 29, 2003
(68 FR 22733): BLM will prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement
instead of an Environmental Assessment
as previously anticipated.

DATES: The comment period will end 90
days after the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Notice of Availability is
published in the Federal Register
announcing the availability of this Draft
RMP/Draft EIS. Comments on the Draft
RMP/Draft EIS must be submitted on or
before the end of the comment period at
the address listed below. Public
meetings will be held during the
comment period. Public meetings and
any other public involvement activities
will be announced at least 15 days in
advance through public notices, media
news releases, newsletter mailings, and
the BLM Web site: http://
www.ca.blm.gov.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to CCMA RMP Team, Bureau of
Land Management, Hollister Field
Office, 20 Hamilton Court, Hollister, CA
95023. Comments may also be sent by
e-mail to Lesly_Smith@ca.blm.gov.
Documents pertinent to this proposal
may be examined at the Hollister Field
Office. Comments, including names and
street addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the
Hollister Field Office during regular
business hours, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays, and may be published as part
of the RMP/EIS. Responses to the
comments will be published as part of

the Proposed Resource Management
Plan Amendment/Final Environmental
Impact Statement. Individuals may
request confidentiality. If you wish to
withhold your name or address from
public review or from disclosure under
the Freedom of Information Act, you
must state this promptly at the
beginning of you comment. Such
requests will be honored to the extent
allowed by law. BLM will not consider
anonymous comments. All submissions
from organizations or businesses will be
made available for public inspection in
their entirety.

Copies of the Draft RMP/Draft EIS
have been sent to affected Federal,
Tribal, State and local Government
agencies, and to interested publics and
are available at the Hollister Field
Office. The planning documents and
direct supporting record for the analysis
for the Draft RMP/Draft EIS will be
available for inspection at the Hollister
Field Office during normal business
hours (7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.) Monday
through Friday, except holidays). The
Draft RMP/Draft EIS and other
associated documents may be viewed
and downloaded in PDF format at the
BLM Web site at http://www.ca.blm.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George E. Hill, Assistant Field Manager,
at the above address, telephone number
(831) 630-5036, or e-mail:
George_Hill@ca.blm.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Clear
Creek Management Area (CCMA) is
managed for Off-Highway Vehicle
recreation and natural values. CCMA
consists of approximately 75,000 acres
of public lands and resources in the
southern portion of San Benito County
and western Fresno County, California.
Approximately 30,000 acres are within
the Serpentine Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC). The
serpentine soils within the ACEC
contain high concentrations of naturally
occurring asbestos, and comprise an
environment with a unique assemblage
of plant and animal species.

The CCMA is currently managed
under a Record of Decision (ROD)
approved in 1999. The ROD designated
the CCMA a Limited Use Area for Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) use and also
provided for a subsequent land use
planning effort to further analyze and
designate specific areas and trails for
OHYV use. BLM initiated the more
subsequent planning in 2003 with
publication of a NOI and preparation of
an EA. After considering scoping
comments from the public requesting
that an EIS be prepared, and further
analysis of impacts of possible area and
route designations in the management
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area, however, BLM concluded that an
EIS was warranted. The scope of the
plan amendment is unchanged. All
scoping comments submitted under the
April 2003 NOI have been considered
by BLM in preparing the Draft
Amendment and Draft EIS. Additional
scoping comments are not requested.

Issues addressed in the EIS include:
access for off-highway vehicle use;
vehicle access for other casual uses;
visitor safety; air quality and public
health, watershed impacts, providing
protection for listed and sensitive
species and habitats; and, protection
and viability of the unique forest and
vegetation communities within the San
Benito Mountain Research Natural Area.

The proposed route of travel and
barrens designation changes to the
Hollister RMP for the Clear Creek
Management Area, including
designation of the boundaries of the San
Benito Mountain Research Natural Area,
requires a formal plan amendment
before the designations can be
implemented. The amendment process
and ORV trail designations were
conducted in compliance with the
Federal Land Policy Management Act of
1976 (FLPMA), planning regulations (43
CFR 1600), ORYV trail designation
regulations (43 CFR 8340), BLM manual
guidance, and all applicable Federal
laws affecting BLM land use decisions
and ORV designations.

Criteria were developed to determine
whether areas and routes should be
designated opened or closed, based on:
proximity to sensitive resources (stream
crossings, special designations/Research
Natural Area, biological and cultural
resources, mine sites), private land,
erosion hazards and maintenance
concerns, motorized and non-motorized
recreation opportunities, and
administrative and local access. This
Draft Amendment and Draft EIS refines
the screening criteria and procedures for
implementing route and area
designation as open, limited, or closed
to provide sustainable recreation
opportunities and to establish a clear
and understandable network of routes
and areas available for public use that
conforms identified resource condition
objectives.

The Draft RMP/Draft EIS considers
and analyzes four (4) alternatives A) the
Proposed Action, B) Enhanced
Recreation Opportunities, C) Enhanced
Environmental Protection, and D, the
No Action, or Continuation of Current
Management alternative. The Bureau
considered route inventory data, soil
loss surveys, monitoring reports, field
evaluations, watershed studies,
information obtained from coordination
with other federal, state, and local

agencies, consultation with the

Technical Review Team, and public

comments in the development of the

resource management plan amendment.
Dated: July 12, 2004

George E. Hill,

Acting Field Manager.

[FR Doc. 04-16437 Filed 7-16-04; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4310-40-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Reclamation

Central Valley Project Improvement
Act, Water Management Plans

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The following Water
Management Plans are available for
review:

Hills Valley Irrigation District
Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation District
Orange Cove Irrigation District

San Benito Water District

e San Juan Water District

To meet the requirements of the Central
Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992
(CVPIA) and the Reclamation Reform
Act of 1982, the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) has developed and
published the Criteria for Evaluating
Water Management Plans (Criteria).
Note: For the purpose of this
announcement, Water Management
Plans (Plans) are considered the same as
Water Conservation Plans. The above
districts have developed a Plan, which
Reclamation has evaluated and
preliminarily determined to meet the
requirements of these Criteria.
Reclamation is publishing this notice in
order to allow the public to review the
plans and comment on the preliminary
determinations. Public comment on
Reclamation’s preliminary (i.e., draft)
determination is invited at this time.
DATES: All public comments must be
received by August 18, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Please mail comments to
Leslie Barbre, Bureau of Reclamation,
2800 Cottage Way, Sacramento,
California 95825, or contact at 916—978—
5232 (TDD 978-5608), or e-mail at
Ibarbre@mp.usbr.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
be placed on a mailing list for any
subsequent information, please contact
Ms. Barbre at the e-mail address or
telephone number above.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We are
inviting the public to comment on our
preliminary (i.e., draft) determination of
Plan adequacy. Section 3405(e) of the

CVPIA (Title 34 Public Law 102-575)
requires the Secretary of the Interior to
establish and administer an office on
Central Valley Project water
conservation best management practices
that shall “* * * develop criteria for
evaluating the adequacy of all water
conservation plans developed by project
contractors, including those plans
required by Section 210 of the
Reclamation Reform Act of 1982.” Also,
according to Section 3405(e)(1), these
Criteria must be developed “* * * with
the purpose of promoting the highest
level of water use efficiency reasonably
achievable by project contractors using
best available cost-effective technology
and best management practices.” These
Criteria state that all parties
(Contractors) that contract with
Reclamation for water supplies
(municipal and industrial contracts over
2,000 acre-feet and agricultural
contracts over 2,000 irrigable acres)
must prepare Plans that contain the
following information:

1. Description of the District
2. Inventory of Water Resources

3. Best Management Practices (BMPs)
for Agricultural Contractors

4. BMPs for Urban Contractors
5. BMP Plan Implementation
6. BMP Exemption Justification

Reclamation will evaluate Plans based
on these Criteria. A copy of these Plans
will be available for review at
Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific (MP)
Regional Office located in Sacramento,
California, and the local area office.

Our practice is to make comments,
including names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public
review. Individual respondents may
request that Reclamation withhold their
home address from public disclosure,
and we will honor such request to the
extent allowable by law. There also may
be circumstances in which Reclamation
would elect to withhold a respondent’s
identity from public disclosure, as
allowable by law. If you wish us to
withhold your name and/or address,
you must state this prominently at the
beginning of your comments. We will
make all submissions from
organizations, businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses available for
public disclosure in their entirety. If you
wish to review a copy of these Plans,
please contact Ms. Barbre to find the
office nearest you.
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