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voluntary consensus standards in their
regulatory activities unless the agency
provides Congress, through the Office of
Management and Budget, with an
explanation of why using these
standards would be inconsistent with
applicable law or otherwise impractical.
Voluntary consensus standards are
technical standards (e.g., specifications
of materials, performance, design, or
operation; test methods; sampling
procedures; and related management
systems practices) that are developed or
adopted by voluntary consensus
standards bodies.

This rule does not use technical
standards. Therefore, we did not
consider the use of voluntary consensus
standards.

Environment

We have analyzed this rule under
Commandant Instruction M16475.1D,
which guides the Coast Guard in
complying with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321-4370f), and
have concluded that there are no factors
in this case that would limit the use of
a categorical exclusion under section
2.B.2 of the Instruction. Therefore, this
rule is categorically excluded, under
figure 2—1, paragraph (32)(e), of the
Instruction, from further environmental
documentation. Under figure 2—1,
paragraph (32)(e), of the Instruction, an
“Environmental Analysis Check List”
and a ‘““Categorical Exclusion
Determination’ are not required for this
rule.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 117
Bridges.

m For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33
CFR Part 117 as follows:

PART 117—DRAWBRIDGE
OPERATION REGULATIONS

m 1. The authority citation for part 117
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 499; Department of
Homeland Security Delegation No. 0170.1; 33
CFR 1.05-1(g); section 117.255 also issued
under authority of Pub. L. 102-587, 106 Stat.
5039.

§117.911 [Amended]

m 2.In §117.911 remove and reserve
paragraph (b).

Dated: July 8, 2004.
W.E. Justice,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Acting,
Commander, Seventh Coast Guard District.

[FR Doc. 04-16245 Filed 7-16—04; 8:45 am]|
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Drawbridge Operation Regulations:
Newtown Creek, Dutch Kills, English
Kills, and Their Tributaries, NY

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice of temporary deviation
from regulations.

SUMMARY: The Commander, First Coast
Guard District, has issued a temporary
deviation from the drawbridge operation
regulations for the Metropolitan Avenue
Bridge, mile 3.4, across English Kills at
New York City, New York. Under this
temporary deviation the bridge may
remain closed from July 26 to July 31,
August 2 to August 7, and August 9 to
August 14, 2004, to facilitate necessary
bridge maintenance.

DATES: This deviation is effective from
July 26, 2004 through August 14, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]udy
Leung-Yee, Project Officer, First Coast
Guard District, at (212) 668—7195.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Metropolitan Avenue Bridge has a
vertical clearance in the closed position
of 10 feet at mean high water and 15 feet
at mean low water. The existing
drawbridge operation regulations are
listed at 33 CFR 117.801(e).

The owner of the bridge, New York
City Department of Transportation
(NYCDOT), requested a temporary
deviation from the drawbridge operation
regulations to facilitate rehabilitation
repairs at the bridge. The bridge must
remain in the closed position to perform
these repairs.

Under this temporary deviation the
NYCDOT Metropolitan Avenue Bridge
may remain in the closed position from
July 26 to July 31, August 2 to August
7, and August 9 to August 14, 2004.

This deviation from the operating
regulations is authorized under 33 CFR
117.35, and will be performed with all
due speed in order to return the bridge
to normal operation as soon as possible.

Dated: July 7, 2004.
David P. Pekoske,

Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, Commander,
First Coast Guard District.

[FR Doc. 04-16244 Filed 7-16—-04; 8:45 am]|
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Security Zone; Cape Fear River, Eagle

Island, North Carolina State Port
Authority Terminal, Wilmington, NC

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Temporary final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is
establishing a temporary security zone
at the North Carolina State Port
Authority (NCSPA), Wilmington, to
include the Cape Fear River and Eagle
Island. Entry into or movement within
the security zone will be prohibited
without authorization from the COTP.
This action is necessary to safeguard the
vessels and the facility from sabotage,
subversive acts, or other threats.

DATES: This rule is effective from June
13, 2004, until November 7, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Documents indicated in this
preamble as being available in the
docket are part of docket CGD05-04—
116 and are available for inspection or
copying at the Marine Safety Office, 721
Medical Center Drive, Suite 100,
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401
between 7:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
LCDR Charles A. Roskam II, Chief Port
Operations (910) 772—2200 or toll free
(877) 229-0770.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Regulatory Information

We did not publish a notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM) for this
rule. The Coast Guard is promulgating
this security zone regulation to protect
NCSPA Wilmington and the
surrounding vicinity from threats to
national security. Accordingly, based on
the military function exception set forth
in the Administrative Procedure Act, 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1), notice-and-comment
rulemaking and publication at least 30
days before the effective date of the rule
are not required for this regulation.

Background and Purpose

Vessels frequenting the North
Carolina State Port Authority (NCSPA)
Wilmington facility serve as a vital link
in the transportation of military
munitions, explosives, equipment, and
personnel in support of Department of
Defense missions at home and abroad.
This vital transportation link is
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