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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Intent To Prepare Combined
Comprehensive Conservation Plan and
Associated Environmental Document
for 39 Easement Refuges Located in
North Dakota

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The U.S Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) intends to gather
information necessary to prepare a
Comprehensive Conservation Plan and
associated environmental documents for
the following 39 easement national
wildlife refuges (NWR): Half Way Lake
NWR, Stutsman County; Ardoch NWR,
Walsh County; Buffalo Lake NWR,
Pierce County; Hobart Lake NWR,
Barnes County; Stoney Slough NWR,
Barnes County; Tomahawk NWR,
Barnes County; Camp Lake NWR,
McLean County; Hiddenwood NWR,
McLean County; Lake Otis NWR,
McLean County; Lost Lake NWR,
McLean County; Cottonwood NWR,
McHenry County; Wintering River
NWR, McHenry County; Johnson Lake
NWR, Eddy County; Brumba NWR,
Towner County; Rock Lake NWR,
Towner County; Snyder Lake NWR,
Towner County; Sibley Lake NWR,
Griggs County; Little Goose NWR, Grand
Forks County; Canfield Lake NWR,
Burleigh County; Lambs Lake NWR,
Nelson County; Rose Lake NWR, Nelson
County; Lake Patricia NWR, Morton
County; Pretty Rock NWR, Grant
County; Sheyenne Lake NWR, Sheridan
County; Silver Lake NWR, Ramsey/
Benson Counties; Pleasant Lake NWR,
Benson County; Wood Lake NWR,
Benson County; Hutchinson Lake NWR,
Kidder County; Lake George NWR,
Kidder County; Lords Lake NWR,
Bottineau/Rolette Counties; Rabb Lake
NWR, Rolette County; School Section
Lake NWR, Rolette County; Willow Lake
NWR, Rolette County; Bone Hill NWR,
LaMoure County; Dakota Lake NWR,
Dickey County; Maple River NWR,
Dickey County; Appert Lake NWR,
Emmons County; Springwater NWR,
Emmons County; and Sunburst Lake
NWR, Emmons County. These 39
refuges are located primarily throughout
eastern North Dakota and are
individually managed by Arrowwood,
Audubon, Devils Lake, J. Clark Salyer,
Kulm, and Long Lake Complex’s. The
Service is issuing this notice in
compliance with its policy to advise
other organizations and the public of its
intentions and to obtain suggestions and

information on the scope of issues to be
considered in the planning process.
DATES: Written comments should be
received by September 30, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Comments and requests for
more information should be sent to:
Laura King, Planning Team Leader, and
P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center,
Denver, CO 80225-0486. The fax
number is 303/236—4792 and e-mail is
laura_king@fws.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laura King, Planning Team Leader, P.O.
Box 25486, Denver Federal Center,
Denver, CO 80225—-0486. The fax
number is 303/236—4792 and e-mail is
laura_king@fws.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Service has initiated comprehensive
conservation planning for the above
listed 39 national wildlife refuges for
the conservation and enhancement of
their natural resources. These Refuges
are unique in that they are primarily
comprised of private lands covered by
refuge and flowage easements acquired
for $1.00 in the mid-1930s as water
conservation and wildlife preservation
projects. In the late 1930s, 31 of these
easement lands were later combined
and designated as national wildlife
refuges by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt through Executive Order for
the purpose of ” * * * refuge[s] and
breeding ground[s] for migratory birds
and other wildlife * * *.” Seven other
refuges were established in 1948, under
the authority of the precursor to the Fish
and Wildlife Coordination Act, while
the final refuge, Lake Otis, was establish
in the early 1970s as ”* * * an
inviolate sanctuary for migratory birds.
* * *” Combined, these refuges
encompass 46,935 acres, ranging in size
from 160 acres (Half Way Lake) to 5,506
acres (Rock Lake).

During the comprehensive planning
process, management goals, objectives,
and strategies will be developed to carry
out the purposes of the refuges and to
comply with laws and policies
governing refuge management and
public use of refuges. As these are
private lands, most of these refuges are
primarily closed to public uses.
Opportunities for public input will be
provided at various public meetings
planned for the summer of 2004. Exact
dates and times for these public
meetings are yet to be determined, but
will be announced via local media.

All information provided voluntarily
by mail, phone, or at public meetings
(e.g., names, addresses, letters of
comment, input recorded during
meetings) becomes part of the official
public record. If requested under the
Freedom of Information Act by a private

citizen or organization, the Service may
provide copies of such information.

The environmental review of this
project will be conducted in accordance
with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), NEPA
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500—1508),
other appropriate Federal laws and
regulations, Executive Order 12996, the
National Wildlife Refuge System
Improvement Act of 1997, and Service
policies and procedures for compliance
with those regulations.

Dated: May 19, 2004.
John A. Blankenship,
Deputy Regional Director, Denver, Colorado.
[FR Doc. 04—15064 Filed 7—1—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES); Thirteenth Regular
Meeting; Provisional Agenda;
Announcement of Public Meeting

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The United States, as a Party
to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES), will attend the
thirteenth regular meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to CITES
(COP13) in Bangkok, Thailand, October
2—14, 2004. Currently, the United States
is developing its negotiating positions
on proposed resolutions, proposed
decisions, proposed amendments to the
CITES Appendices (species proposals),
and other agenda items that were
submitted by other Party countries and
the CITES Secretariat for consideration
at COP13. With this notice we announce
the provisional agenda for COP13,
solicit your comments on the items on
the provisional agenda, and announce a
public meeting to discuss the items on
the provisional agenda.

DATES: The public meeting will be held
on August 12, 2004, at 1:30 p.m. In
developing the U.S. negotiating
positions on proposed resolutions,
proposed decisions, species proposals,
and other agenda items submitted by
other Party countries and the CITES
Secretariat for consideration at COP13,
we will consider written information
and comments you submit if we receive
them by August 31, 2004.

ADDRESSES:
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Public Meeting

The public meeting will be held in the
Rachel Carson Room, in the Department
of the Interior at 18th and C Streets,
NW., Washington, DC. Directions to the
building can be obtained by contacting
the Division of Management Authority
(see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT,
below).

Comment Submission

Comments pertaining to proposed
resolutions, proposed decisions, and
agenda items other than those related to
species proposals should be sent to the
Division of Management Authority; U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; 4401 North
Fairfax Drive; Room 700; Arlington, VA
22203; or via E-mail at:
citescop13@fws.gov; or via fax at: 703—
358-2298. Comments pertaining to
species proposals should be sent to the
Division of Scientific Authority; U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; 4401 North
Fairfax Drive; Room 750; Arlington, VA
22203; or via E-mail at:
scientificauthority@fws.gov; or via fax
at: 703—-358-2276. Comments and
materials received will be available for
public inspection, by appointment, from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday, at either the Division of
Management Authority or the Division
of Scientific Authority.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information pertaining to resolutions,
decisions, and agenda items other than
those related to species proposals: Peter
O. Thomas, Chief, Division of
Management Authority; phone: 703—
358-2095; fax: 703—358—2298; E-mail:
citescop13@fws.gov. For information
pertaining to species proposals: Robert
R. Gabel, Chief, Division of Scientific
Authority; phone: 703—-358-1708; fax:
703-358-2276; E-mail:
scientificauthority@fws.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora, hereinafter referred to
as CITES or the Convention, is an
international treaty designed to control
and regulate international trade in
certain animal and plant species that are
now or potentially may be threatened
with extinction due to trade. These
species are listed in Appendices to
CITES, which are available on the
CITES Secretariat’s Web site at http://
www.cites.org/eng/append/index.shtml.
Currently, 166 countries, including the
United States, are Parties to CITES. The
Convention calls for biennial meetings
of the Conference of the Parties, which
reviews its implementation, makes

provisions enabling the CITES
Secretariat in Switzerland to carry out
its functions, considers amendments to
the list of species in Appendices I and
11, considers reports presented by the
Secretariat, and makes
recommendations for the improved
effectiveness of CITES. Any country that
is a Party to CITES may propose
amendments to Appendices I and II,
resolutions, decisions, and/or agenda
items for consideration by all the
Parties.

This is our third in a series of Federal
Register notices that, together with
announced public meetings, provide
you with an opportunity to participate
in the development of the U.S.
negotiating positions for the thirteenth
regular meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to CITES (COP13). We published
our first such Federal Register notice on
June 19, 2003 (68 FR 36831), and with
it we requested information and
recommendations on species proposals,
proposed resolutions, proposed
decisions, and other agenda items for
the United States to consider submitting
for consideration at COP13. We
published our second such Federal
Register notice on January 12, 2004 (69
FR 1757), and with it we requested
information and recommendations on
species proposals, proposed resolutions,
proposed decisions, and other agenda
items that the United States was
considering submitting for
consideration at COP13. You may obtain
information on the above Federal
Register notices from the following
sources: for information on proposed
resolutions, proposed decisions, and
agenda items other than those related to
species proposals, contact the Division
of Management Authority at the above
address; and for information on species
proposals, contact the Division of
Scientific Authority at the above
address. On May 5, 2004, the United
States submitted to the CITES
Secretariat, for consideration at COP13,
its species proposals, proposed
resolutions, proposed decisions, and
other agenda items. These documents
are available on our Web site at: http:/
/international.fws.gov/cop %2013/
cop13.htm. You may locate our
regulations governing this public
process in 50 CFR 23.31-23.39.

COP13 is scheduled to be held in
Bangkok, Thailand, October 2—14, 2004.

Announcement of Provisional Agenda
for COP13

The provisional agenda for COP13 is
currently available on the CITES
Secretariat’s Web site at http://
www.cites.org/eng/cop/13/docs/
index.shtml. The working documents

associated with the items on the
provisional agenda, such as proposed
resolutions, proposed decisions, and
discussion documents, are also available
on the Secretariat’s Web site. To view
the working document associated with a
particular agenda item, access the
provisional agenda at the above Web
site, locate the particular agenda item,
and click on the document link for that
agenda item in the column entitled
“Document.” Finally, the species
proposals that will be considered on the
agenda are available on the Secretariat’s
Web site at http://www.cites.org/eng/
cop/13/props/index.shtml. We look
forward to receiving your comments on
the items on the provisional agenda.

Announcement of Public Meeting

We announce that we will hold a
public meeting to discuss with you the
items on the provisional agenda for
COP13. The public meeting will be held
on August 12, 2004, from 1:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. in the Rachel Carson Room of
the Department of the Interior at 18th
and C Streets, NW., Washington, DC.
You can obtain directions to the
building by contacting the Division of
Management Authority (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT, above).
The Rachel Carson Room is accessible to
the handicapped. Persons planning to
attend the meeting who require
interpretation for the hearing impaired
should notify the Division of
Management Authority as soon as
possible. All persons planning to attend
the meeting will be required to present
photo identification when entering the
building, and must enter through the C
Street entrance.

Future Actions

Through an additional notice and
Website posting in advance of COP13,
we will inform you about tentative U.S.
negotiating positions on proposed
resolutions, proposed decisions, species
proposals, and other agenda items that
were submitted by other Party countries
and the CITES Secretariat for
consideration at COP13.

Author: The primary author of this notice
is Mark Albert, Division of Management
Authority; under the authority of the U.S.
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Dated: June 9, 2004.
Marshall P. Jones, Jr.,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 04-15073 Filed 7-1—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P
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