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and the crest of the Cascade Mountain
Range to the east. This population
segment is highly significant to the
species as a whole, since the Coastal-
Puget Sound Distinct Population
Segment supports all life history forms
of the species, including the only
known anadromous forms of bull trout
in the coterminous United States. Bull
trout populations in this region have
been in decline as a result of both
historical and current land use
activities, including dams and
diversions, forest management practices,
fisheries management, agricultural
practices, road construction and
maintenance, and residential and urban
development. The bull trout was listed
as a threatened species in the Coastal-
Puget Sound Distinct Population
Segment on November 1, 1999 (64 FR
58910).

The recovery and delisting of the bull
trout will depend upon the achievement
of recovery goals and criteria laid out in
this recovery plan. The overall recovery
strategy for bull trout in the Coastal-
Puget Sound Distinct Population
Segment is to integrate with ongoing
Tribal, State, local, and Federal
management and partnerships efforts at
the watershed or regional scales (e.g.,
Shared Strategy for Puget Sound). This
coordination will maximize the
opportunity for complementary actions,
eliminate redundancy, and make the
best use of available resources for bull
trout and salmon recovery. The recovery
criteria for bull trout in the Coastal-
Puget Sound Distinct Population
Segment are designed to demonstrate
the maintenance or restoration of
broadly distributed populations of bull
trout, with an emphasis on migratory
life forms; set target levels of adult
abundance; ensure stable or increasing
population trends over at least two bull
trout generations; and address the
restoration of connectivity between
populations that are currently isolated.

At the scale of the Coastal-Puget
Sound Distinct Population Segment,
bull trout are broadly distributed, use a
variety of habitats, and are affected by
a wide array of factors. In order to
account for these differences and allow
recovery actions to be tailored to
specific areas or threats, as well as to
encourage the implementation of
recovery actions by local interests, we
have subdivided the population
segment into two separate management
units, the Puget Sound and the Olympic
Peninsula. Individual draft recovery
plans have been prepared for each of
these management units. Volume I of
the Draft Recovery Plan for the Coastal-
Puget Sound Distinct Population
Segment of Bull Trout covers the Puget

Sound Management Unit, addressing
bull trout populations in all watersheds
within the Puget Sound basin north of
the Columbia River in Washington and
the marine nearshore areas of Puget
Sound; it also includes the Chilliwack
River and associated tributaries flowing
into British Columbia, Canada. Volume
II covers the Olympic Peninsula
Management Unit, including all
watersheds within the Olympic
Peninsula and the nearshore marine
waters of the Pacific Ocean, Strait of
Juan de Fuca, and Hood Canal.

Public Comments Solicited

We solicit written comments on this
draft recovery plan described. All
comments received by the date specified
above will be considered in developing
the final recovery plan.

Authority: The authority for this action is
section 4(f) of the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated: May 21, 2004.

David J. Wesley,

Acting Regional Director, Region 1, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 04-14939 Filed 6—30-04; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Draft Recovery Plan for the Jarbidge
River Distinct Population Segment of
Bull Trout (Salvelinus Confluentus)

AGENCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of document availability
for review and comment.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (“‘we”’) announces the
availability of the Draft Recovery Plan
for the Jarbidge River Distinct
Population Segment of Bull Trout
(Salvelinus confluentus) for public
review and comment.

DATES: Comments on the draft recovery
plan must be received on or before
October 29, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Hard copies of the draft
recovery plan will be available in 4 to

6 weeks for inspection, by appointment,
during normal business hours at the
following location: U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Nevada Fish and
Wildlife Office, 1340 Financial Blvd.,
Suite 234, Reno, Nevada 89502
(telephone (775) 861-6300). Requests
for copies of the draft recovery plan and
written comments and materials
regarding this plan should be addressed
to Bob Williams, Field Supervisor, at
the above Reno address. This plan is

currently available on the World Wide
Web at http://endangered.fws.gov/
recovery/index.html#plans.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Selena Werdon, Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, at the above Reno address and
telephone number.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Recovery of endangered or threatened
animals and plants is a primary goal of
our endangered species program and the
Endangered Species Act (Act) (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.). Recovery means
improvement of the status of listed
species to the point at which listing is
no longer appropriate under the criteria
set out in section 4(a)(1) of the Act.
Recovery plans describe actions
considered necessary for the
conservation of the species, establish
criteria for downlisting or delisting
listed species, and estimate time and
cost for implementing the measures
needed for recovery.

The Act requires the development of
recovery plans for listed species unless
such a plan would not promote the
conservation of a particular species.
Section 4(f) of the Act requires that
public notice and an opportunity for
public review and comment be provided
during recovery plan development. We
will consider all information presented
during the public comment period prior
to approval of each new or revised
recovery plan. Substantive technical
comments may result in changes to the
recovery plan. Substantive comments
regarding recovery plan implementation
may not necessarily result in changes to
the recovery plan, but will be forwarded
to appropriate Federal or other entities
so that they can take these comments
into account during the course of
implementing recovery actions.
Individual responses to comments will
not be provided.

Bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus),
members of the family Salmonidae, are
char native to the Pacific Northwest and
western Canada. Compared to other
salmonids, bull trout have more specific
habitat requirements, including cold
water temperatures, particularly for
spawning and rearing, and the presence
of complex forms of cover for all life
history stages, including large woody
debris, undercut banks, boulders and
pools. Bull trout may be resident or may
exhibit one of three migratory life
history forms.

The Jarbidge River Distinct
Population Segment of bull trout occurs
in the Jarbidge River and Bruneau River
watersheds of northern Nevada and
southwestern Idaho. Bull trout occur in
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six identified local populations within
these watersheds; these are primarily
resident fish, with relatively low
numbers of migratory fish. These fish
exhibit a “fluvial” migratory behavior,
migrating from tributaries to larger
rivers to mature and then returning to
tributaries to spawn. The total number
of resident and migratory adult bull
trout is estimated at fewer than 500. The
bull trout was listed as a threatened
species in the Jarbidge River Distinct
Population Segment on April 8, 1999
(64 FR 17110).

Bull trout in the Jarbidge River
Distinct Population Segment have been
separated from other populations of the
species for more than 100 years as the
result of dams on the Bruneau and
Snake Rivers. The bull trout in this
population segment have persisted in
isolation at the southernmost extent of
the species’ range, and local populations
sampled exhibit a noticeable degree of
genetic differentiation. Current factors
limiting the recovery of bull trout in the
Jarbidge River Distinct Population
Segment include increasing water
temperatures, livestock grazing, road
construction and maintenance, fisheries
harvest and incidental mortality,
nonnative fish species, and forest
management practices (especially the
loss of large woody debris).

Persistence of bull trout in the
Jarbidge River Distinct Population
Segment requires that habitat quality be
improved and maintained, and that
sufficient opportunity exists for at least
occasional gene flow between local
populations. The recovery plan
identifies actions needed to achieve the
recovery of bull trout in this distinct
population segment; at the broad scale,
these include: (1) Protecting, restoring,
and maintaining suitable habitat
conditions; (2) preventing negative
effects of nonnative fishes; (3)
establishing fisheries management goals
and objectives compatible with bull
trout recovery; (4) characterizing,
conserving, and monitoring genetic
diversity and gene flow among local
populations; (5) implementing adaptive
management to monitor the
effectiveness of recovery actions; and (6)
using all available conservation
programs and regulations to protect and
conserve bull trout and bull trout
habitats.

The recovery criteria for bull trout in
the Jarbidge River Distinct Population
Segment are designed to demonstrate
the maintenance or restoration of
broadly distributed populations of bull
trout, with an emphasis on the
migratory life form; set target levels of
adult abundance; ensure stable or
increasing population trends over at

least two bull trout generations; and
address the restoration of connectivity
between local populations that may be
currently isolated.

Public Comments Solicited

We solicit written comments on this
draft recovery plan described. All
comments received by the date specified
above will be considered in developing
the final recovery plan.

Authority

The authority for this action is section
4(f) of the Endangered Species Act, 16
U.S.C. 1533(1).

Dated: May 28, 2004.

Paul Henson,

Manager, California/Nevada Operations
Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 04-14940 Filed 6—30-04; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[OR-958-6310-PF-24 1A]

OMB Control Number 1004—0168;
Information Collection Submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act

The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) has sent a request to extend the
current information collection to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). On February 11,
2003, the BLM published a notice in the
Federal Register (68 FR 6942)
requesting comment on this information
collection. The comment period ended
on April 14, 2003. BLM received no
comments. You may obtain copies of the
collection of information and related
forms and explanatory material by
contacting the BLM Information
Collection Clearance Officer at the
telephone number listed below.

The OMB must respond to this
request within 60 days but may respond
after 30 days. For maximum
consideration your comments and
suggestions on the requirements should
be directed within 30 days to the Office
of Management and Budget, Interior
Department Desk Officer (1004-0168), at
OMB-0IRA via facsimile to (202) 395—
6566 or e-mail to
OIRA_DOCKET@omb.eop.gov. Please
provide a copy of your comments to the
Bureau Information Collection
Clearance Officer (WO—630), Bureau of
Land Management, Eastern States
Office, 7450 Boston Blvd., Springfield,
Virginia 22153.

Nature of comments: We specifically
request your comments on the
following:

1. Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
functioning of the BLM, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. The accuracy of our estimates of the
information collection burden,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions we use;

3. Ways to enhance the quality, utility
and clarity of the information we
collect; and

4. Ways to minimize the information
collection burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other forms of
information technology.

Title: Report of Road Use (43 CFR
2812).

OMB Control Number: 1004—-0168.

Bureau Form Number(s): OR2812—6.

Abstract: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) collects and uses
the information from permittees to
determine road use and maintenance
fees and to monitor and verify road use
authorizations. BLM also use the
information to calculate road use and
maintenance fees to transport timber
and other forest products.

Frequency: Quarterly.

Description of Respondents: Road use
permit holders (individuals,
partnerships, and corporations) who
wish to use BLM roads to transport
timber and other forest products.

Estimated Completion Time: 1 hour.

Annual Responses: 1,600.

Application Fee Per Response: 0.

Annual Burden Hours: 1,600.

Bureau Clearance Officer: Michael
Schwartz, (202) 452-5033.

Dated: April 5, 2004.
Michael H. Schwartz,

Bureau of Land Management, Information
Collection Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 04—14979 Filed 6—30—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-84-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[HE-952-9911-EK-24 1A]

OMB Control Number 1004-0179;
Information Collection Submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act

The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) has sent a request to extend the
current information collection to the
Office of Management and Budget
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