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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Office of the Secretary 

[Docket No. 2004S–0270] 

Notice Announcing Publication of 
Report to Congress Entitled ‘‘Plan for 
the Transfer of Responsibility for 
Medicare Appeals’’ and Soliciting 
Comments

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
publication of a Report to Congress 
entitled ‘‘Plan for the Transfer of 
Responsibility for Medicare Appeals’’, 
and solicits public comments.
DATES: Comments need to be submitted 
by July 28, 2004.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identifying them as having reference to 
Docket No. 2004S–0270, in any of the 
following ways: 

• By E-mail: please include the 
above-cited docket number in the 
subject line of your message, and send 
the comments to fdadockets@oc.fda.gov. 
(Note: The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is currently 
providing a repository for comments on 
documents issued by the Office of the 
Secretary). 

• Through the U.S. Postal Service: 
send written comments to: 

Food and Drug Administration, 
Division of Dockets Management, 5630 
Fishers Lane, Room 1061, Rockville MD 
20852–20201. 

Please allow sufficient time for mailed 
comments to be received timely in the 
event of delivery delays. Because of staff 
and resource limitations, we cannot 
accept faxed comments. All comments 
received will be electronically posted 
without change to: http//www.fda.gov/
dockets/ecomments, including any 
personal information provided. Paper 
copies may be viewed at the Division of 
Dockets Management at the above-cited 
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Catherine Tyrell, ASAM/HHS; 
telephone (202) 690–7431.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 
On December 8, 2003, the Medicare 

Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 
Modernization Act of 2003 (MMA) 
(Pub.L. 108–173) was enacted. Section 
931 of the MMA requires transfer of 
responsibility for the Medicare appeals 
function from the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) to the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
not earlier than July 1, 2005 and not 
later than October 1, 2005. 

Also pursuant to section 931 of the 
MMA, the Commissioner of SSA and 
the Secretary of HHS were required to 
develop and transmit to the Congress 
and the Comptroller General of the 
United States a plan for the transfer of 
responsibility for this function, not later 
than April 1, 2004. Under section 931 of 
the MMA, the plan was required to 
address: the workload of the 
administrative law judges (ALJs), cost 
projections and financing, a timetable 
for the transition, the feasibility of 
giving certain decisions of the 
Departmental Appeals Board (DAB) 
precedential authority, access to ALJs, 
independence of ALJs, geographic 
distribution of ALJs, hiring of ALJs and 
support staff, appropriateness of 
establishing performance standards for 
ALJs, arrangements for shared resources 
with SSA, and training of ALJs. 
Consistent with this requirement, on 
March 25, 2004, the Secretary of HHS 
and the Commissioner of SSA submitted 
a Report to Congress entitled ‘‘Plan for 
the Transfer of Responsibility for 
Medicare Appeals.’’ 

II. Provisions of the Notice 
The report is published on the HHS 

Web site and can be viewed at 
www.hhs.gov/medicare/appealsrpt.pdf. 
We are soliciting comments from the 
public on how we might implement any 
and all aspects of the plan for the 
transition, as described in the report, 
and we are particularly interested in 
comments and ideas on how to best 
serve the public once responsibility for 
the Medicare appeals function is 
transferred to HHS in 2005. Please see 
the ADDRESSES section of this Notice for 
information about how to submit 
comments.

Dated: June 24, 2004. 
Ann C. Agnew, 
Executive Secretary to the Department.
[FR Doc. 04–14680 Filed 6–25–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4150–03–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality 

Notice of Meeting 

In accordance with section 10(d) of 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C., Appendix 2), announcement is 
made of a Health Care Policy and 
Research Special Emphasis Panel (SEP) 
meeting. 

A Special Emphasis Panel is a group 
of experts in fields related to health care 
research who are invited by the Agency 

for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(AHRQ), and agree to be available, to 
conduct on an as needed basis, 
scientific reviews of applications for 
AHRQ support. Individual members of 
the Panel do not attend regularly-
scheduled meetings and do not serve for 
fixed terms or a long period of time. 
Rather, they are asked to participate in 
particular review meetings which 
require their type of expertise. 

Substantial segments of the upcoming 
SEP meeting listed below will be closed 
to the public in accordance with the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, 
section 10(d) of 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2 
and 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6). Grant 
applications for Practice-Based Research 
Networks (PBRN) Awards are to be 
reviewed and discussed at this meeting. 
These discussions are likely to reveal 
personal information concerning 
individuals associated with the 
applications. This information is 
exempt from mandatory disclosure 
under the above-cited status.

SEP Meeting on: Practice-Based Networks 
Awards (PBRN). 

Date: July 22–23, 2004. Open July 22, from 
8–8:15 a.m., and closed for the remainder of 
the meeting.) 

Place: John M. Eisenberg Building, AHRQ 
Conference Center, 540 Gaither Road, 
Rockville, Maryland 20850. 

Contact Person: Anyone wishing to obtain 
a roster of members, agenda or minutes of the 
nonconfidential portions of this meeting 
should contact Mrs. Bonnie Campbell, 
Committee Management Officer, Office of 
Extramural Research, Education and Priority 
Populations, AHRQ, 540 Gaither Road, Room 
2038, Rockville, Maryland 20850, telephone 
(301) 427–1554. 

Agenda items for this meeting are subject 
to change as priorities dictate.

Dated: June 21, 2004. 
Carolyn M. Clancy, 
Director.
[FR Doc. 04–14643 Filed 6–25–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4160–90–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Administration for Children and 
Families 

Proposed Information Collection 
Activity; Comment Request; Proposed 
Projects 

Title: Guidance for the Tribal 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) Program. 

OMB No.: 0970–0157. 
Description: 42 U.S.C. 612 (section 

412 of the Social Security Act) requires 
each Indian tribe that elects to 
administer and operate a TANF program 
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to submit a Tribal TANF plan. The 
Tribal plan is a mandatory statement 
submitted to the Secretary by the Indian 
tribe, which consists of an outline of 
how the Indian tribe’s TANF program 

will be administered and operated. It is 
used by the Secretary to determine 
whether the plan is approvable and to 
determine that the Indian tribe is 
eligible to receive a TANF assistance 

grant. It is also made available to the 
public. 

Respondents: Indian tribes applying 
to operate a TANF program.

ANNUALL BURDEN ESTIMATES 

Instrument Number of
respondents 

Number of
responses

per
respondent 

Average
burden
hours

per response 

Total burden
hours 

Guidance for the Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) Program ................................................................................... 20 1 54 1080 

Estimated Total Annual Burden Hours ............................................. .......................... .......................... .......................... 1080 

In compliance with the requirements 
of Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Administration for Children and 
Families is soliciting public comment 
on the specific aspects of the 
information collection described above. 
Copies of the proposed collection of 
information can be obtained and 
comments may be forwarded by writing 
to the Administration for Children and 
Families, Office of Administration, 
Office of Information Services, 370 
L’Enfant Promenade, SW., Washington, 
DC 20447, Attn: ACF Reports Clearance 
Officer. E-mail address: 
grjohnson@acf.hhs.gov. All requests 
should be identified by the title of the 
information collection. 

The Department specifically requests 
comments on: (a) Whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 

the quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (d) 
ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on 
respondents, including through the use 
of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 
Consideration will be given to 
comments and suggestions submitted 
within 60 days of this publication.

Dated: June 21, 2004. 
Robert Sargis, 
Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–14533 Filed 6–25–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4184–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Administration for Children and 
Families 

Proposed Projects 

Title: Annual Report on Progress—
University Centers for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities. 

OMB No.: 0980–0162. 
Description: In accordance with the 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance 
and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, 
University Centers (UCEDDs) are 
required to collect data to measure 
progress achieved in one or more areas 
of emphasis (child care, education and 
early intervention, employment, health, 
housing, recreation, transportation, 
quality assurance) through advocacy, 
capacity building, and systemic change 
activities. The Annual Report must 
indicate progress in terms of measures 
of improvement, consumer satisfaction, 
and collaboration across the State 
Developmental Disabilities Network. 

Respondents: University Centers for 
Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities.

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES 

Instrument Number of
respondents 

Number of
responses

per respond-
ent 

Average
burden

hours per
response 

Total
burden
hours 

Annual Report on Progress—University Centers ............................................ 61 1 80 4,880 

Estimated Total Annual Burden Hours ..................................................... ........................ ........................ ........................ 4,880 

In compliance with the requirements 
of Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Administration for Children and 
Families in soliciting public comment 
on the specific aspects of the 
information collection described above. 
Copies of the proposed collection of 
information can be obtained and 
comments may be forwarded by writing 

to the Administration for Children and 
Families, Office of Administration, 
Office of Information Services, 370 
L’Enfant Promenade, SW., Washington, 
DC 20447, Attn: ACF Reports Clearance 
Officer. E-mail address: 
grjohnson@acf.hhs.gov. All requests 
should be identified by the title of the 
information collection. 

The Department specifically requests 
comments on: (a) Whether the proposed 

collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
the quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (d) 
ways to minimize the burden of the 
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