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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

National Science Board Committee on 
Strategy and Budget

DATE AND TIME: June 18, 2004, 11 a.m.—
1 p.m., closed session
PLACE: The National Science 
Foundation, Stafford One Building, 
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 
22230.
STATUS: This meeting will be closed to 
the public.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: 

Friday, June 18, 2004

Closed Session (11 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 

The National Science Board 
Committee on Strategy and Budget will 
discuss the NSF FY 2006 budget.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Michael P. Crosby, Executive Officer, 
NSB, (703) 292–7000, http://
www.nsf.gov/nsb.

Michael P. Crosby, 
Executive Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–13516 Filed 6–10–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7555–01–M

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket Nos. 50–206, 50–361, and 50–362] 

Southern California Edison Company, 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station; Exemption From Certain Low-
Level Waste Shipment Tracking 
Requirements in 10 CFR Part 20 
Appendix G 

1.0 Background 

The Southern California Edison 
Company (SCE) is the licensee and 
holder of Facility Operating License 
Nos. DPR–13, NPF–10, and NPF–15 
issued for San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station (SONGS) Units 1, 2, 
and 3, respectively, located in San Diego 
County, California. SONGS Unit 1 is a 
permanently shutdown nuclear reactor 
facility while Units 2 and 3 are 
operating reactors. Beginning around 
1999, the amount of radioactive waste 
shipped from the site significantly 
increased. The majority of the 
radioactive waste generated by the site 
is related to Unit 1 decommissioning 
activities. Inherent to the 
decommissioning process, large 
volumes of slightly contaminated 
concrete rubble and debris are generated 
that require shipment for disposal in 
offsite low-level radioactive waste burial 
sites. Due primarily to the volume of 
radioactive waste, SCE has encountered 

an increase in the number of routine 
shipments that take longer than 20 days 
from transfer to the shipper to receipt 
acknowledgment from the burial site. 
Each shipment with receipt 
notifications greater than 20 days 
requires a special investigation and 
report to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) which the licensee 
believes to be burdensome and 
unnecessary to meet the intent of the 
regulation. 

2.0 Request/Action 
In a letter to the Commission dated 

January 26, 2004, SCE requested an 
exemption from the requirements in 10 
CFR Part 20, Appendix G, Section III.E, 
to investigate and file a report to the 
NRC if shipments of low-level 
radioactive waste are not acknowledged 
by the intended recipient within 20 
days after transfer to the shipper. This 
exemption would extend the time 
period that can elapse during shipments 
of low-level radioactive waste before 
SCE is required to investigate and file a 
report to the NRC from 20 days to 35 
days. The exemption would be limited 
to rail and combination truck/rail 
shipping methods. The exemption 
request is based on a statistical analysis 
of the historical data of low-level 
radioactive waste shipment times from 
the licensee’s site to the disposal site. 

3.0 Discussion 
The proposed action would grant an 

exemption to extend the 20-day 
investigation and reporting 
requirements for shipments of low-level 
radioactive waste to 35 days. Since 
1999, SCE has made over 150 shipments 
of low-level radioactive waste as part of 
the decommissioning efforts at the 
facility. MHF Logistical Solutions is the 
rail broker company used by SCE to 
perform these shipments. MHF 
Logistical Solutions has a tracking 
system that monitors the progress of the 
shipments from their originating point 
at SONGS to their final destination at 
Envirocare of Utah, Inc. The shipments 
are made by either rail or combination 
truck/rail and, according to SCE, the 
transportation time alone takes over 16 
days on average, with one shipment 
taking 57 days. 

In addition, administrative 
procedures at Envirocare and mail 
delivery can add up to 11 additional 
days. Based on historical data and 
estimates of the remaining waste at 
SONGS Unit 1, SCE could have to 
perform over 100 investigations and 
reports to the NRC during the next five 
years if the 20-day notification criteria 
is maintained. The licensee affirms that 
the low-level radioactive waste 

shipments will always be tracked 
throughout transportation until they 
arrive at their intended destination. SCE 
believes that the need to investigate, 
trace, and report to the NRC on the 
shipment of low-level radioactive waste 
packages not reaching their destination 
within 20 days does not serve the 
underlying purpose of the rule and is 
not necessary. As a result, SCE states 
that granting this exemption will not 
result in an undue hazard to life or 
property. 

Pursuant to 10 CFR 20.2301, the 
Commission may, upon application by a 
licensee or upon its own initiative, grant 
an exemption from the requirements of 
regulations in 10 CFR Part 20 if it 
determines the exemption is authorized 
by law and would not result in undue 
hazard to life or property. There are no 
provisions in the Atomic Energy Act (or 
in any other Federal statute) that impose 
a requirement to investigate and report 
on low-level radioactive waste 
shipments that have not been 
acknowledged by the recipient within 
20 days of transfer. Therefore, the 
Commission concludes that there is no 
statutory prohibition on the issuance of 
the requested exemption and the 
Commission is authorized to grant the 
exemption by law. 

The Commission acknowledges that 
based on the statistical analysis of low-
level radioactive waste shipments from 
the SONGS site, the need to investigate 
and report on shipments that take longer 
than 20 days could result in an 
excessive administrative burden on the 
licensee. The Commission asserts that 
the underlying purpose of the rule is to 
investigate a late shipment that may be 
lost, misdirected, or diverted. Because 
of the oversight and monitoring of 
radioactive waste shipments throughout 
the entire journey from SONGS to the 
disposal site, it is unlikely that a 
shipment could be lost, misdirected, or 
diverted without the knowledge of the 
carrier or SCE. Furthermore, by 
extending the elapsed time for receipt 
acknowledgment to 35 days before 
requiring investigations and reporting, a 
reasonable upper limit on shipment 
duration (based on historical analysis) is 
still maintained if a breakdown of 
normal tracking systems were to occur. 
Consequently, the Commission finds 
that there is no hazard to life or property 
by extending the investigation and 
reporting time for low-level radioactive 
waste shipments from 20 days to 35 
days for rail and combination truck/rail 
shipments. Therefore, the Commission 
concludes that the underlying purpose 
of 10 CFR Part 20, Appendix G, Section 
III.E will be met. 
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4.0 Conclusion 
Accordingly, the Commission has 

determined that, pursuant to 10 CFR 
20.2301, the exemption requested by 
SCE in its January 26, 2004, letter is 
authorized by law and will not result in 
undue hazards to life or property. 
Therefore, the Commission hereby 
grants SCE an exemption to extend the 
20-day investigation and reporting 
requirements for shipments of low-level 
radioactive waste, as required by 10 CFR 
Part 20, Appendix G, Section III.E, to 35 
days. 

Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.31, the 
Commission has determined that the 
granting of this exemption will not have 
a significant effect on the quality of the 
human environment as documented in 
Federal Register notice 69 FR 23229 
(April 28, 2004). 

This exemption is effective upon 
issuance.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland this 2nd day 
of June, 2004.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Daniel M. Gillen, 
Acting Director, Division of Waste 
Management and Environmental Protection, 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and 
Safeguards.
[FR Doc. 04–13367 Filed 6–14–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

Advisory Committee on Nuclear 
Waste; Notice of Meeting 

The Advisory Committee on Nuclear 
Waste (ACNW) will hold its 151st 
meeting on June 22–24, 2004, Room T–
2B3, 11545 Rockville Pike, Rockville, 
Maryland. The Working Group Session 
on June 22–23 will also be 
videoconferenced with the Department 
of Energy offices in Summerlin, Nevada. 
Contact Carol Hanlon (DOE) for details 
about the location of that 
videoconference facility. She can be 
reached at (702) 794–1324 or via e-mail 
at Carol_Hanlon@notes.ymp.gov. 

The schedule for this meeting is as 
follows: 

Tuesday, June 22, 2004 
10 a.m.–10:10 a.m.: Opening 

Statement (Open)—The Chairman will 
open the meeting and turn it over to the 
Working Group Chairman. 

Working Group: Biosphere Transport 
of Radionuclides at the Proposed Yucca 
Mountain High-Level Waste Repository 
(Open). 

10:10 a.m.–11:10 a.m.: Keynote 
Presentation: ‘‘A New Approach to 
Modeling Retardation by Sorption at the 

Field Scale’’ (Open)—The Committee 
will hear a presentation by and hold 
discussions with a representative of 
USGS regarding radionuclide transport. 

11:10 a.m.–11:45 a.m.: Regulatory 
Overview of Radionuclide Transport 
Issues (Open)—The Committee will hear 
a presentation by and hold discussions 
with representative of the NRC’s Office 
of Nuclear Material and Safety regarding 
the regulatory overview of radionuclide 
transport issues. 

1 p.m.–1:45 p.m.: Overview of DOE’s 
Assessment of the Model of 
Radionuclide Transport (Open)—The 
Committee will hear presentations by 
and hold discussions with 
representatives of DOE regarding DOE’s 
assessment of the model of radionuclide 
transport. 

1:45 p.m.–3:15 p.m.: CNWRA 
Modeling of Site-Scale Saturated Zone 
Flow at Yucca Mountain (Open)—The 
Committee will hear a presentation by a 
CNWRA representative regarding the 
modeling of site scale saturated zone 
flow at Yucca Mountain. 

3:30 p.m.–4:15 p.m.: Characteristics of 
Saturated Zone Transport at Yucca 
Mountain (Open)—The Committee will 
hear a presentation by and hold 
discussions with representatives of DOE 
regarding the characteristics of saturated 
zone transport at Yucca Mountain. 

4:15 p.m.–5:15 p.m.: Public Comments 
(Open)—The Committee will hear 
comments from the public. 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Working Group: Geosphere Transport 
of Radionuclides at the Proposed Yucca 
Mountain High-Level Waste 
Repository—Continued (Open). 

9 a.m.–9:05 a.m.: Opening Statement 
(Open)—The Working Group Chairman 
will make opening remarks regarding 
the conduct of today’s sessions. 

9:05 a.m.–10:05 a.m.: NRC’s 
Performance Assessment and Risk 
Perspective (Open)—The Committee 
will hear presentations by and hold 
discussions with the Nuclear Material 
Safety and Safeguards representative 
regarding NRC’s performance 
assessment and risk perspective. 

10:20 a.m.–12:45 p.m.: Presentations 
by Representatives of the State of 
Nevada, Nye County, and the Electric 
Power Research Institute. (Open)—The 
Committee will hear presentations by 
stakeholder organizations. 

2 p.m.–3 p.m.: Working Group 
Roundtable Panel Discussion (Open). 

3 p.m.–4 p.m.: Panel and Committee 
Summary Discussion (Open). 

4 p.m.–4:30 p.m.: Public Comments 
(Open). 

4:30 p.m.–4:35 p.m.: Closing 
Comments by the Working Group 
Chairman (Open). 

4:35 p.m.–5:15 p.m.: Discussion of 
ACNW Letter Report (Open)—The 
Committee will outline the principal 
points to be included in a potential 
letter report resulting from these 
Working Group sessions. 

Thursday, June 24, 2004 
8:30 a.m.–8:35 a.m.: Opening 

Remarks by the ACNW Chairman 
(Open)—The Chairman will make 
opening remarks regarding the conduct 
of today’s sessions. 

8:35 a.m.–10 a.m.: DOE Response to 
NRC Independent Evaluation of DOE 
Documents Supporting the Yucca 
Mountain License Application (YMLA) 
(Open)—The Committee will hear 
presentations by and hold discussions 
with representatives of DOE regarding 
their response to the NRC’s April 10, 
2004 letter to M. Chu, DOE, regarding 
that evaluation by NRC of the 
documents intended to support the 
YMLA. 

10:15 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Preparation of 
ACNW Reports (Open)—The Committee 
will discuss potential ACNW reports on 
matters discussed during this meeting. It 
may also discuss possible reports on 
matters discussed during prior 
meetings. 

1:30 p.m.–2:45 p.m.: Preparation for 
Meeting with the NRC Commissioners 
(Open)—The Committee will finalize its 
viewgraphs for the proposed July 21, 
2004 meeting with the NRC 
Commissioners. 

2:45 p.m.–3 p.m.: Miscellaneous 
(Open)—The Committee will discuss 
matters related to the conduct of 
Committee activities and matters and 
specific issues that were not completed 
during previous meetings, as time and 
availability of information permit. 

Procedures for the conduct of and 
participation in ACNW meetings were 
published in the Federal Register on 
October 16, 2003 (68 FR 59643). In 
accordance with these procedures, oral 
or written statements may be presented 
by members of the public. Electronic 
recordings will be permitted only 
during those portions of the meeting 
that are open to the public. Persons 
desiring to make oral statements should 
notify Mr. Howard J. Larson, Special 
Assistant (Telephone 301–415–6805), 
between 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. e.t., as far 
in advance as practicable so that 
appropriate arrangements can be made 
to schedule the necessary time during 
the meeting for such statements. Use of 
still, motion picture, and television 
cameras during this meeting will be 
limited to selected portions of the 
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