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Type of Meeting: Open.

Contact Person: Joan Miller, National
Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson
Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230 (703)
292-8200.

Purpose of Meeting: To review the
NSF assessment of activities under the
agency’s Organizational Excellence
strategic goal.

Agenda: June 15, 2004. Discussion of
NSF’s Organizational Excellence
strategic goal.

Dated: March 21, 2004.

Susanne Bolton,

Committee Management Officer.

[FR Doc. 04—11888 Filed 5—25—-04;8:45am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-M

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY BOARD

Agenda; Sunshine Act Meeting

TIME: 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, June 8, 2004.

PLACE: NTSB Conference Center, 429
L’Enfant Plaza, SW., Washington, DC
20594.

STATUS: The one item is open to the
public.

MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: 7501A
Aircraft Accident Report—Collision
with Trees on Final Approach, FedEx
flight 1478, Boeing 727-232, N497FE,
Tallahassee, Florida, July 26, 2002.

NEWS MEDIA CONTACT: Telephone: (202)
314-6100.

Individuals requesting specific
accommodations should contact Ms.
Carolyn Dargan at (202) 314-6305 by
Friday, June 4, 2004.

The public may view the meeting via
a live or archived webcast by accessing
a link under “News & Events” on the
NTSB home page at http://
www.ntsb.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Vicky D’Onofrio, (202) 314-6410.
Dated: May 21, 2004.

Vicky D’Onofrio,

Federal Register Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 04—11968 Filed 5-21-04; 5:10 pm]

BILLING CODE 7533-01-M

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No’s. 50-413—-OLA, 50-414-OLA;
ASLBP No. 03-815-03—-OLA]

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board;
Duke Energy Corporation, (Catawba
Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2); Notice
of Evidentiary Hearing and Opportunity
To Make Limited Appearance
Statements Before Administrative
Judges: Ann Marshall Young, Chair,
Anthony J. Baratta, Thomas S. Elleman

May 20, 2004.

This Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board hereby gives notice that,
beginning on Tuesday, June 15, 2004, it
will convene an evidentiary hearing in
Charlotte, North Carolina, to receive
testimony and exhibits and allow the
cross-examination of witnesses on
certain matters at issue in this
proceeding. In addition, the Board gives
notice that, in accordance with 10 CFR
2.715(a), it will also entertain oral
limited appearance statements from
members of the public, as specified in
section B below.

This proceeding involves certain
challenges of Intervenor Blue Ridge
Environmental Defense League (BREDL)
to a request filed by Duke Energy
Corporation (Duke) to amend the
operating license for its Catawba
Nuclear Station to allow the use of four
mixed oxide (MOX) lead test assemblies
at the station. (MOX fuel contains a
mixture of plutonium and uranium
oxides, with plutonium providing the
primary fissile isotopes; Duke has
submitted its request as part of the
ongoing U.S.-Russian Federation
plutonium disposition program, a
nuclear nonproliferation program to
dispose of surplus plutonium from
nuclear weapons by converting the
material into MOX fuel and using that
fuel in nuclear reactors.) On September
17, 2003, this Licensing Board was
established to preside over this
proceeding. 68 FR 55,414 (Sept. 25,
2003). By Memorandum and Order
dated March 5, 2004, the Licensing
Board granted BREDL’s request for
hearing. LBP-04-04, 59 NRC  (2004).

At the June evidentiary hearing, the
Board will receive evidence on BREDL’s
challenges to the adequacy of certain
aspects of Duke’s license amendment
request, relating to asserted differences
in the behavior of MOX fuel and typical
low enriched uranium fuel and the
impact of those differences on accident
scenario analyses for the Catawba plant.

A. Timing and Location of Evidentiary
Hearing

The evidentiary hearing will
commence the morning of Tuesday,
June 15, 2004 at 9 a.m. in the Federal
Courthouse, 401 West Trade Street,
Charlotte, North Carolina. The hearing
of the above-described evidence will
continue on June 16 and the morning of
June 17, 2004, as necessary. At the
conclusion of each day, the Board will
announce when the hearing will
reconvene, which will generally be at 9
a.m. each day. The Board may make
changes in the schedule, lengthening or
shortening each day’s session or
canceling a session as deemed necessary
or appropriate to allow for witnesses’
availability and other matters arising
during the course of the proceeding.

Members of the public are encouraged
to attend any and all sessions of this
evidentiary hearing, but should note
that these sessions are adjudicatory
proceedings open to the public for
observation only. Those who wish to
participate are invited to offer limited
appearance statements as provided in
section B, below. There will be security
screening for all sessions, and electronic
devices may not be brought into the
courthouse.

B. Participation Guidelines for Limited
Appearance Session

On the evening of June 15, 2004,
beginning at 6 p.m. and continuing until
8 p.m. as necessary, in a portion of the
Grand Ballroom (lobby level) of the
Omni Charlotte Hotel (132 East Trade
Street), any persons who are not parties
to the proceeding will be permitted to
make oral statements setting forth their
positions on matters of concern relating
to this proceeding. Although these
statements do not constitute testimony
or evidence, they may nonetheless help
the Board and/or the parties in their
consideration of the issues in this
proceeding.

The time allotted for each statement
will normally be no more than five
minutes, but may be further limited
depending on the number of written
requests to make oral statements that are
submitted in accordance with section C
below, and/or on the number of persons
present the evening of June 15, 2004,
who wish to make unscheduled
comments. Persons who submit timely
written requests to make oral statements
will be given priority over those who
have not filed such requests. If all
scheduled and unscheduled speakers
present have made their oral statements
prior to 8 p.m., the Licensing Board may
terminate the session before 8 p.m.
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C. Submitting Requests To Make an
Oral Limited Appearance Statement

To be considered timely, a written
request to make an oral statement must
be mailed, faxed, or sent by e-mail so as
to be received by close of business (4:30
p.m. e.s.t.) on Monday, June 7, 2004.
Written requests should be submitted to:

Mail: Office of the Secretary,
Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001.

Fax: (301) 415-1101 (verification
(301) 415-1966).

E-mail: hearingdocket@nrc.gov.

In addition, using the same method of
service, a copy of the written request to
make an oral statement should be sent
to the Chair of this Licensing Board as
follows:

Mail: Administrative Judge Ann
Marshall Young, Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board Panel, Mail Stop T—
3F23, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001.

Fax: (301) 415-5599 (verification
(301) 415-7550).

E-mail: AMY®@nrc.gov.

D. Submitting Written Limited
Appearance Statements

A written limited appearance
statement may be submitted at any time.
Such statements should be sent to the
Office of the Secretary using any of the
methods prescribed above, with a copy
to the Licensing Board Chair by the
same method.

E. Availability of Documentary
Information Regarding the Proceeding

Documents relating to this proceeding
are available for public inspection at the
NRC Public Document Room (PDR),
located at One White Flint North, 11555
Rockville Pike (first floor), Rockville,
Maryland; or electronically through the
publicly available records component of
the NRC Agencywide Documents
Access and Management System
(ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible
through the NRC Web site at http://
www.nre.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.
The PDR and many public libraries have
terminals for public access to the
Internet. Persons who do not have
access to ADAMS or who encounter
problems in obtaining access to the
documents located in ADAMS may
contact the NRC PDR reference staff by
telephone at 1 (800) 397—4209 or (301)
415-4737, or by e-mail to pdr@nrc.gov.

For the Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board.

Dated: Rockville, Maryland, May 20, 2004.
Ann Marshall Young,
Chair, Administrative Judge.
[FR Doc. 04—11853 Filed 5—25—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. 50-263]

Nuclear Management Company, LLC;
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant;
Revised Environmental Assessment
and Finding of No Significant Impact

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) is considering
issuance of an amendment to Facility
Operating License No. DPR-22, issued
to Nuclear Management Company, LLC
(NMQ), for operation of the Monticello
Nuclear Generating Plant (Monticello),
located in Wright County, Minnesota.
Therefore, as required by 10 CFR 51.21,
the NRC is issuing this revised
environmental assessment and finding
of no significant impact.

Revised Environmental Assessment
Identification of the Proposed Action

The proposed action would revise the
Monticello operating license to change
the Monticello design bases and the
Updated Safety Analysis Report
(USAR). The proposed action would
revise the existing analyses for the
following:

e Long-term containment response to
the design-basis loss-of-coolant accident
(LOCA).

¢ Containment overpressure (the
pressure above the initial containment
pressure) required for adequate
available net positive suction head
(NPSH) for the low-pressure emergency
core cooling system pumps following a
LOCA, reactor vessel isolation, or
Appendix R fire.

In addition, NMC intends to use these
analyses to justify revising the service
water temperature licensing basis. NMC
administratively limits the service water
temperature to 85 °F, instead of its
current licensing basis value of 90 °F,
because the results of analyses of a new
scenario (reactor vessel isolation with
high-pressure coolant injection
unavailable) showed that the design
temperature for the piping attached to
the wetwell would be exceeded. A
license amendment is required since
NMC used different methods of
evaluation in the updated containment
analyses from those currently described
in the Monticello USAR and previously
approved by the NRC. NMC’s submittal
of December 6, 2002, demonstrates

acceptable results for the long-term
containment LOCA response with a
service water temperature of 94 °F. The
NPSH analyses were performed using a
service water temperature of 90 °F. The
lower service water temperature, 90 °F,
would be operationally controlling. That
is, exceeding a service water
temperature of 90 °F would exceed the
Monticello licensing basis since the
NPSH calculations would no longer be
valid.

The proposed action is in accordance
with NMC’s application of December 6,
2002, as supplemented September 24,
2003, and March 12, 2004.

The Need for the Proposed Action

NMC needs this license amendment
because it has determined, in
accordance with 10 CFR
50.59(c)(2)(viii), that the updated
containment analyses involve different
evaluation methods from those
currently described in Monticello’s
USAR and previously approved by the
NRC.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed
Action

The NRC staff reviewed NMC’s
amendment request and will issue a
safety evaluation documenting its
review. The NRC staff has reviewed
NMC’s calculation of the mass and
energy releases that are used to
determine containment pressure
response, including the methods and
key underlying input assumptions (e.g.,
decay heat generation).

NMC used conservative assumptions
in its reanalyses which underestimate
the containment pressure and
overestimate the suppression pool water
temperature. Some overpressure is
necessary to ensure sufficient available
NPSH. The conservative assumptions
used in NMC'’s calculations and the
cautions in Monticello’s emergency
operating procedures are intended to
ensure that this pressure will be
available.

The NRC has completed its evaluation
of the proposed action and concludes,
as set forth below, that there are no
significant environmental impacts
associated with the proposed changes to
the Monticello design basis and USAR.
The details of the NRC staff’s review of
the amendment request will be provided
in the related safety evaluation when it
is issued by the NRC.

The proposed action will not
significantly increase the probability or
consequences of accidents, no changes
are being made in the types or amounts
of effluents that may be released off site,
and there is no significant increase in
occupational or public radiation
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