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The following paragraph applies to all
of the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.
Books or records relating to a collection
of information must be retained as long
as their contents may become material
in the administration of any internal
revenue law. Generally, tax returns and
tax return information are confidential,
as required by 26 U.S.C. 6103.

Request for Comments: Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be summarized and/or included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will become a matter of
public record. Comments are invited on:
(a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Approved: April 29, 2004.
Carol Savage,
Management and Program Analyst.
[FR Doc. 04-10227 Filed 5-4-04; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Open Meeting of the Area 6 Taxpayer
Advocacy Panel (Including the States
of Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii,
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada,
Oregon, Washington and Wyoming)

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: An open meeting of the Area
6 Taxpayer Advocacy Panel will be
conducted (via teleconference). The
Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP) is
soliciting public comments, ideas, and
suggestions on improving customer
service at the Internal Revenue Service.
The TAP will use citizen input to make

recommendations to the Internal
Revenue Service.
DATES: The meeting will be held
Monday, May 17, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anne Gruber at 1-888-912-1227, or
206—220-6096.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given pursuant to section
10(a)(2) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. (1988)
that an open meeting of the Area 6
Taxpayer Advocacy Panel will be held
Monday, May 17, 2004, from 2 p.m.
Pacific time to 3 p.m. Pacific time via
a telephone conference call. The public
is invited to make oral comments.
Individual comments will be limited to
5 minutes. If you would like to have the
TAP consider a written statement,
please call 1-888-912—-1227 or 206—
220-6096, or write to Anne Gruber, TAP
Office, 915 2nd Avenue, MS W-406,
Seattle, WA 98174. Due to limited
conference lines, notification of intent
to participate in the telephone
conference call meeting must be made
with Anne Gruber. Ms. Gruber can be
reached at 1-888-912-1227 or 206—
220-6096.

The agenda will include the
following: various IRS issues.

Dated: April 29, 2004.
Bernard Coston,
Director, Taxpayer Advocacy Panel.
[FR Doc. 04—-10228 Filed 5-4-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

[OMB Control No. 2900-0600]

Agency Information Collection
Activities Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Veterans Health
Administration, Department of Veterans
Affairs

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501-21), this notice
announces that the Veterans Health
Administration (VHA), Department of
Veterans Affairs, has submitted the
collection of information abstracted
below to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for review and comment.
The PRA submission describes the
nature of the information collection and
its expected cost and burden and
includes the actual data collection
instrument.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before June 4, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR A COPY OF
THE SUBMISSION CONTACT: Denise
McLamb, Records Management Service
(O0O5E3), Department of Veterans Affairs,
810 Vermont Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20420, (202) 273-8030,
FAX (202) 273-5981 or e-mail to:
denise.mclamb@mail.va.gov. Please
refer to ““OMB Control No. 2900-0600."

Send comments and
recommendations concerning any
aspect of the information collection to
VA’s OMB Desk Officer, OMB Human
Resources and Housing Branch, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
Washington, DC 20503, (202) 395-7316.
Please refer to “OMB Control No. 2900—-
0600 in any correspondence.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Regulation for Reconsideration
of Denied Claims.

OMB Control Number: 2900-0600.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Abstract: The purpose of this data
collection is to provide a vehicle to
request an informal review with
veterans whose healthcare benefit
claims were denied. Veterans who
disagree with the initial decision
denying their claim in whole or in part
may obtain reconsideration by
submitting a request in writing within
one year of the date of the initial
decision. The request must state why
the decision is in error and include any
new and relevant information not
previously considered. This process
reduces both formal appeals and allows
decision making to be more responsive
to veterans using the VA healthcare
system.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The Federal Register
Notice with a 60-day comment period
soliciting comments on this collection
of information was published on
February 9, 2004, at page 6017.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Total Annual Burden:
50,826 hours.

Estimated Average Burden Per
Respondent: 30 minutes.

Frequency of Response: On occasion.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
101,652.

Dated: April 22, 2004.

By direction of the Secretary.

Loise Russell,

Director, Records Management Service.
[FR Doc. 0410132 Filed 5-4-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P
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