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(15.24 cm) diamond/6.5—inch (16.51
cm) square mesh at 50 CFR 648.80(a)(3)
would be required.

The applicant would retain a
maximum of six individuals per species,
juveniles and adults combined, with the
exception of Atlantic halibut. The
applicant would only be permitted to
retain a total of one Atlantic halibut
with a minimum length of 36 inches
(91.44 cm). The applicant has requested
the following exemptions from the NE
Multispecies and Monkfish Fishery
Management Plans: effort control
program requirements at 50 CFR
648.82(a) and 648.92(a); minimum fish
sizes at §§648.83(a)(1) and 648.93(a)(1),
and monkfish possession restrictions at
§648.94(b)(6). The EFP would also
exempt the vessels from the possession
and landing restrictions for the NE skate
complex fishery at § 648.322(c).

Any fishing activity conducted
outside the scope of the exempted
fishing activity would be prohibited.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: April 2, 2004.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04—7982 Filed 4—7-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Availability of the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS) for the
Relocation of Bogue Inlet Channel
Between Emerald Isle and Hammocks
Beach State Park, and the Placement
of the Dredged Material Onto Emerald
Isle Beach, in Carteret County, NC

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE)
Wilmington District, Wilmington
Regulatory Field Office announces the
availability of a Regulatory Program
Final EIS for the Bogue Inlet Channel
Erosion Response Project. The
applicant, The Town of Emerald Isle, is
requesting Department of the Army
authorization, pursuant to section 404 of
the Clean Water Act and section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbor Act, for the
relocation of Bogue Inlet Channel to
protect residential homes and town
infrastructures, and to place the dredged

material on approximately 5.0 miles of
beach for nourishment. As required by
NEPA, the Final EIS describes the
Applicant’s preferred alternative and
other alternatives, which were evaluated
during the scoping process, to provide
shoreline protection to residents along
the inlet. The preferred alternative
proposes to move the main ebb channel
in Bogue Inlet to a more central location
between the west end of Bogue Banks
and the east end of Bear Island
(Hammocks Beach State Park). The main
ebb channel through Bogue Inlet
presently occupies a position
juxtaposed to the west end of the town
of Emerald Isle and is causing severe
erosion that threatens development in
the subdivision known as The Pointe.
The relocation of the main ebb channel
to a central location would restore the
channel to a position it occupied in the
late 1970’s and eliminate the erosive
impact of tidal currents on the east
shoulder of the inlet. A portion of the
material removed to relocate the main
ebb channel would be used to close the
existing channel with the balance of the
material used to nourish the shoreline
on the west end of the Town of Emerald
Isle.

DATES: The Public commenting period
on the FEIS will end on May 4, 2004.
Written comments must be received at
the address listed below no later than 5
p-m.

ADDRESSES: Copies of comments and
questions regarding the FEIS may be
addressed to: U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Wilmington District,
Regulatory Division, Attn: File Number
2001-00632, Post Office Box 1890,
Wilmington, NC 28402-1890.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about the proposed action
and the FEIS can be directed to Mr.
Mickey Sugg, Wilmington Regulatory
Field Office, telephone: (910) 251-4811,
facsimile (910) 251—4025, or e-mail at
mickey.t.sugg@usace.army.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FEIS
examines potential impacts to Essential
Fish Habitat (EFH), Threatened and
Endangered Species (specifically the
Piping Plover and Piping Plover Critical
Habitat), and includes a comprehensive
mitigation and monitoring plan to
minimize these potential impacts and to
evaluate unforeseen effects of the
projects. Such mitigation includes the
securing of newly formed lands or spits
and prohibiting development on these
properties and the implementation of a
comprehensive bird management plan
that is expected to reduce the potential
impacts to newly formed bird forage,
resting, feeding, and nesting areas. In
addition, aerial photography will be

taken for three years after completion of
the project in order to assess any project
effects and to evaluate unknown risk of
shoreline erosion to the oceanfront of
Emerald Isle and the inlet shoreline of
Bear Island.

The primary purpose of the channel
relocation project is to create a stable
channel that will divert tidal flow away
from the Pointe area of Emerald Isle.
Therefore, the design focus is on
developing channel dimensions that
will capture the majority of the ebb tidal
flow through the inlet. An added feature
of the overall design would be the
closure of the existing channel by
constructing a sand dike across the
existing channel in the vicinity of the
Pointe. The dimensions of the relocated
channel will be based on characteristics
of the existing ebb tide channel,
numerical model studies of tides and
currents in the inlet, and channel
stability criteria. The numerical model
will also be used to evaluate the need
for and impacts of closing the existing
channel as well as assess the impacts of
the repositioned channel on salinity
intrusion and flow patterns throughout
the entire inlet/estuary complex.

Apart from the channel dimensions,
the new channel must be positioned so
that it does not cause adverse impacts
on the adjacent shorelines or result in
unacceptable loss of estuarine habitat.
The selection of a channel location is
being based on detailed geomorphic
analysis of the inlet and adjacent
shorelines, conducted by Dr. William J.
Cleary, University of North Carolina at
Wilmington. The geomorphic analysis
will utilize an assortment of aerial
photographs of the inlet covering the
period from 1938 to 2001. However the
primary emphasis will be on changes in
the inlet and the adjacent shorelines
between 1973 and 2001. The
geomorphic analysis consists of an
evaluation of the following: (a) Location
of the channel midpoint relative to the
Pointe, (b) the orientation of the inlet’s
ebb tide delta channel, (c) the
configuration of the ebb tide delta, i.e.,
the percent of the ebb tide delta east and
west of the main ebb channel, (d) inlet
shoulder changes (the Pointe shoreline
and the west tip of Bear Island), (e)
changes in the ocean shoreline on the
west end of Bogue Banks and the east
end of Bear Island (Hammocks Beach
State Park), and (f) changes in the
interior marsh islands (primarily Dudley
Island and Island 2). The measured
changes the adjacent shorelines, inlet
shoulders, and the interior marshes will
be related to changes in the physical
make up of the inlet including the
position and orientation of the ebb tide
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delta channel and the configuration of
the ebb tide delta.

Geomorphic analysis indicates that
the cumulative shoreline changes on
each island were averaged over 3,500
feet of shoreline immediately adjacent
to the inlet. When the percent of the ebb
tide delta on the Bogue Banks side is
small, as it was between 1984 and 2001,
the bar channel was located close to
Bogue Banks and the portion of the
delta on the Bogue Banks side was
providing some degree of wave
sheltering for the west end of the island.
The particular ebb tide delta
configuration resulted in a considerable
amount of accretion along the 3,500-foot
shoreline immediately east of the inlet
while Bear Island experienced an almost
mirror image response on its ocean
shoreline, i.e., erosion. Even though the
present ebb tide delta configuration is
favorable for the extreme west end of
Emerald Isle, the eastward migration of
the inlet channel that led to the existing
inlet configuration also caused the inlet
shoreline of Bogue Banks (the Pointe
shoreline) to erode. Not only has the
Bogue Banks inlet shoreline eroded in
response to the eastward movement of
the channel, so has the Bear Island
ocean and inlet shorelines. Based on
these and numerous other comparisons,
the preliminary results of the
geomorphic analysis indicates that a
centrally located channel,
approximating the position and
orientation of the channel in 1978, may
be beneficial to the inlet shoreline on
Bogue Banks (the Pointe shoreline) and
the east end of Bear Island.

Copies of the Final EIS will also be
available on our regulatory home page at
http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/
WETLANDS/, and click on Emerald Isle
Bogue Inlet Channel Relocation Project
heading at the top right corner under
Fast Track.

Dated: April 1, 2004.
Charles R. Alexander, Jr.,
Colonel, U.S. Army, District Engineer.
[FR Doc. 04-7968 Filed 4—7—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710-GN-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Availability for the Draft Feasibility
Report and Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact
Report for the Hamilton City Flood
Damage Reduction and Ecosystem
Restoration, Glenn County, CA

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.
ACTION: Notice; extension of comment
period.

SUMMARY: The comment period for the
Draft Feasibility Report and
Environmental Impact Statement/
Environment Impact Report (DFR/DEIS—
EIR) published in the Federal Register
on Wednesday, March 31, 2004 (69 FR
16902), required comments be
submitted on or before May 17, 2004.
The comment period has been extended
to May 24, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Erin Taylor, Environmental Manager,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1325 ]
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814—-2922,
(916) 557-5140 or fax (916) 557-7202.

Brenda S. Bowen,

Alternate Army Federal Register Liaison
Officer.

[FR Doc. 04-7965 Filed 4-7-04; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3710-EZ-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Draft Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Near-Term Ecosystem Restoration
Plan for the Louisiana Coastal Area

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, New Orleans District (Corps)
intends to refocus and modify the Draft
Programmatic Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft
PSEIS) for the Louisiana Coastal Area—
Louisiana Comprehensive Coastwide
Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study
(LCA Comprehensive Study) and
prepare a Draft Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft
PEIS) for a Near-Term Ecosystem
Restoration Plan for the Louisiana
Coastal Area. This is a modification of
the notice of intent published in the
Federal Register (67 FR 169093). The

intent of this notice is to describe the
rationale for revising the purpose and
need for action, the scope of the
analysis, and intent to prepare a Draft
PEIS for the Near-Term Ecosystem
Restoration Plan for the Louisiana
Coastal Area.

On April 4, 2002, the Corps
announced in the Federal Register (67
FR 169093) its intention to prepare a
Draft PSEIS for the LCA Comprehensive
Study. The original proposed scope of
the Draft PSEIS analysis was threefold:
(1) Supplement previous Louisiana
coastal restoration NEPA-compliance
studies; (2) utilize the “lessons learned”
from previous Louisiana coastal
wetlands restoration efforts; and (3)
determine the feasibility of developing
the existing Coast 2050 restoration
strategies into projects for the creation
of a comprehensive coastwide
ecosystem restoration plan. Six public
scoping meetings regarding preparation
of the Draft PSEIS and the feasibility of
comprehensive coastwide ecosystem
restoration of coastal Louisiana were
held at various locations throughout
Louisiana in late April 2002. The
scoping report was provided to scoping
participants and published on the Coast
2050 Web site (Coast2050.gov) in
August 2002.

e President’s FY05 Budget, released
on February 2, 2004
(http:www.whithouse.gov/omb/budget/
fyw005/corps.html), contained specific
language that refocuses and advances
planning, scientific, and restoration
efforts that are already underway:

In 2004, the Corps will work to issue a
draft report that identifies the most critical
ecological needs and proposes a near-term
program of highly cost-effective projects to
address them. The report will also highlight
the key long-term scientific uncertainties and
engineering challenges facing the effort to
protect and restore the ecosystem, and
propose demonstration projects and studies
to help answer these questions. The report
will focus on the specific coastal areas that
require the most immediate attention and on
the best way to sequence the proposed work
over the next 10 or so years, as we learn what
works best. In 2004, the Corps will begin
developing studies of potentially promising,
long-term ecosystem restoration concepts,
with the objective of determining whether
they would provide a cost-effective way to
create coastal wetlands. An existing Federal-
State Task Force established under 1990
legislation will increase its efforts to build
and evaluate highly cost-effective fresh-water
and sediment diversion projects. This
coordinated approach to restoration
combines a commitment to address the
highest priority needs with a search for
innovative solutions. It also ensures that the
coastal Louisiana restoration effort will, in
the long-term, be able to adapt and evolve as
needed, based on the best available science.
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