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agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Approved: April 1, 2004.
Glenn P, Kirkland,
IRS Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 04-7898 Filed 4-6—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Publication of Inflation Adjustment
Factor, Nonconventional Source Fuel
Credit, and Reference Price for
Calendar Year 2003

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Publication of the inflation
adjustment factor, nonconventional
source fuel credit, and reference price
for calendar year 2003 as required by
section 29 of the Internal Revenue Code
(26 U.S.C. section 29). The inflation
adjustment factor, nonconventional
source fuel credit, and reference price
are used in determining the tax credit
allowable on the sale of fuel from
nonconventional sources under section
29 during calendar year 2003.

DATES: The 2003 inflation adjustment
factor, nonconventional source fuel
credit, and reference price apply to
qualified fuels sold during calendar year
2003.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Inflation Adjustment Factor: The
inflation adjustment factor for calendar
year 2003 is 2.1336.

Credit: The nonconventional source
fuel credit for calendar year 2003 is
$6.40 per barrel-of-oil equivalent of
qualified fuels.

Reference Price: The reference price
for calendar year 2003 is $27.56.
Because this reference price does not
exceed $23.50 multiplied by the
inflation adjustment factor, the phaseout
of credit provided for in section 29(b)(1)
does not occur for any qualified fuels
sold during calendar year 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions about how the inflation
adjustment factor is calculated—Wu-
Lang Lee, RAS:R:TSBR, Internal
Revenue Service 1111 Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20224,
Telephone Number (202) 874—0531 (not
a toll-free number).

For all other questions about the
credit or the reference price— Jaime
Park, CC:PSI:7, Internal Revenue Service
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20224, Telephone
Number (202) 622—3120 (not a toll-free
number).

Dated: March 31, 2004.
Heather C. Maloy,

Associate Chief Counsel (Passthroughs and
Special Industries).

[FR Doc. 04-7899 Filed 4-6—-04; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Open Meeting of the Area 2 Taxpayer
Advocacy Panel (Including the States
of Delaware, North Carolina, South
Carolina, New Jersey, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and the District
of Columbia)

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: An open meeting of the Area
2 Taxpayer Advocacy Panel will be
conducted (via teleconference).

The Taxpayer Advocacy Panel is
soliciting public comments, ideas, and
suggestions on improving customer
service at the Internal Revenue Service.
DATES: The meeting will be held
Tuesday, May 4, 2004, from 3 p.m. EDT
to 4:30 p.m. EDT.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Inez
E. De Jesus at 1-888—-912—-1227, or 954—
423-7977.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given pursuant to section
10(a)(2) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. (1988)
that an open meeting of the Area 2
Taxpayer Advocacy Panel will be held
Tuesday, May 4, 2004 from 3 p.m. EDT
to 4:30 p.m. EDT via a telephone
conference call. Individual comments
will be limited to 5 minutes. If you
would like to have the TAP consider a
written statement, please call 1-888—
912-1227 or 954-423-7977, or write
Inez E. De Jesus, TAP Office, 1000 South
Pine Island Rd., Suite 340, Plantation,
FL 33324. Due to limited conference
lines, notification of intent to participate
in the telephone conference call meeting

must be made with Inez E. De Jesus. Ms.
De Jesus can be reached at 1-888-912—
1227 or 954—-423-7977, or post
comments to the Web site: http://
www.improveirs.org.

The agenda will include the
following: Various IRS issues.

Dated: March 31, 2004.
Bernard Coston,
Director, Taxpayer Advocacy Panel.
[FR Doc. 04-7900 Filed 4—6-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Bureau of the Public Debt

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently the Bureau of
the Public Debt within the Department
of the Treasury is soliciting comments
concerning the Treasury Direct Forms.
DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before June 7, 2004, to be
assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Bureau of the Public Debt, Vicki S.
Thorpe, 200 Third Street, Parkersburg,
WV 26106-1328, or
Vicki.Thorpe@bpd.treas.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the form and instructions
should be directed to Vicki S. Thorpe,
Bureau of the Public Debt, 200 Third
Street, Parkersburg, WV 26106-1328,
(304) 480-6553.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Treasury Direct Forms.

OMB Number: 1535-0069.

Form Number: PD F 5178, 5179,
5179-1, 5180, 5181, 5182, 5188, 5189,
5191, 5201, 5235, 5236, 5261, and 5381.

Abstract: The information is
requested to issue and maintain treasury
Bills, Notes, and Bonds.

Current Actions: None.

Type of Review: Extension.

Affected Public: Individuals.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
431,632.

Estimated Time Per Respondent: 10
minutes.
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Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 58,628.

Request for Comments

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. Comments are
invited on: (a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Dated: April 1, 2004.
Vicki S. Thorpe,

Manager, Graphics, Printing and Records
Branch.

[FR Doc. 04—-7846 Filed 4—-6—04; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4810-39-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Bureau of the Public Debt

Proposed Collection: Comment
Request

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A). Currently the Bureau of
the Public Debt within the Department
of the Treasury is soliciting comments
concerning the Customer Satisfaction
Survey.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before June 7, 2004, to be
assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Bureau of the Public Debt, Vicki S.
Thorpe, 200 Third Street, Parkersburg,
WYV 26106-1328, or
Vicki.Thorpe@bpd.treas.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Vicki S. Thorpe,
Bureau of the Public Debt, 200 Third
Street, Parkersburg, WV 26106-1328,
(304) 480-6553.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Voluntary Customer Satisfaction
Survey to Implement Executive Order
12862.

OMB Number: 1535-0122.

Abstract: The information from the
survey will be used to improve
customer service.

Current Actions: None.

Type of Review: Extension.

Affected Public: Individuals.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
7,000.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 876.

Request for Comments

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. Comments are
invited on: (a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Dated: April 1, 2004.
Vicki S. Thorpe,

Manager, Graphics, Printing and Records
Branch.

[FR Doc. 04—7847 Filed 4—6—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-39-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Cost-of-Living Adjustments and
Headstone or Marker Allowance Rate

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: As required by law, the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is
hereby giving notice of cost-of-living
adjustments (COLAs) in certain benefit
rates and income limitations. These

COLAs affect the pension, parents’
dependency and indemnity
compensation (DIC), spina bifida, and
birth defects programs. These
adjustments are based on the rise in the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) during the
one year period ending September 30,
2003. VA is also giving notice of the
maximum amount of reimbursement
that may be paid for headstones or
markers purchased in lieu of
Government-furnished headstones or
markers in Fiscal Year 2004, which
began on October 1, 2003.

DATES: These COLAs are effective
December 1, 2003. The headstone or
marker allowance rate is effective
October 1, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
Trowbridge, Consultant, Compensation
and Pension Service (212B), Veterans
Benefit Administration, Department of
Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue,
NW., Washington, DC 20420, (202) 273—
7218.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under 38
U.S.C. 2306(d), VA may provide
reimbursement for the cost of non-
Government headstones or markers at a
rate equal to the actual cost or the
average actual cost of Government-
furnished headstones or markers during
the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year
in which the non-Government
headstone or marker was purchased,
whichever is less.

Section 8041 of Pub. L. 101-508
amended 38 U.S.C. 2306(d) to eliminate
the payment of the monetary allowance
in lieu of VA-provided headstone or
marker for deaths occurring on or after
November 1, 1990. However, in a
precedent opinion (O. G. C. Prec. 17—
90), VA’s General Counsel held that
there is no limitation period applicable
to claims for benefits under the
provisions of 38 U.S.C. 2306(d).

The average actual cost of
Government-furnished headstones or
markers during any fiscal year is
determined by dividing the sum of VA
costs during that fiscal year for
procurement, transportation, and
miscellaneous administration,
inspection and support staff by the total
number of headstones and markers
procured by VA during that fiscal year
and rounding to the nearest whole
dollar amount.

The average actual cost of
Government-furnished headstones or
markers for Fiscal Year 2003 under the
above computation method was $112.
Therefore, effective October 1, 2003, the
maximum rate of reimbursement for
non-Government headstones or markers
purchased during Fiscal Year 2004 is
$112.
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