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port of offloading, and the date of 
offloading. The certificate must 
accompany the billfish to any dealer or 
processor who subsequently receives or 
possesses the billfish. A standard form 
is not currently required to document 
the necessary information. However, 
NOAA is considering a proposed rule 
that would require a standard form, and 
its submission to NOAA after the final 
sale of the billfish. This collection is 
necessary to implement the Atlantic 
Billfish Fishery Management Plan, 
whose objective is to reserve Atlantic 
billfish for the recreational fishery. 

II. Method of Collection 

A paper form and recordkeeping are 
used. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0216. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business and other 

for-profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

100 for initial completion of certificate 
(50 dealers x 2 COEs) and 300 for 
subsequent billfish purchase 
recordkeeping. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 20 
minutes for initial completion of 
certificate and 2 minutes for subsequent 
billfish purchase recordkeeping. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 43.3 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 26, 2004. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 04–7512 Filed 4–2–04; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)). 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 4, 2004. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via Internet 
at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to Christopher Rogers, F/ 
SF1, Room 13563, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910– 
3282; (phone 301–713–2347, ext. 109). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
operates a program to implant archival 
tags in, or affix archival tags to, selected 
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
(tunas, sharks, swordfish, and billfish). 
Archival tags are miniature data loggers 
that acquire information about the 
movements and behavior of the fish. 
Persons catching tagged fish are 
exempted from other normally 
applicable regulations, such as 
immediate release of the fish, but must 
notify NOAA, return the archival tag or 

make it available to NOAA personnel, 
and provide information about the 
location and method of capture. The 
information obtained is used by NOAA 
in the formation of international and 
domestic fisheries policy and 
regulations. 

Persons outside of NOAA who affix or 
implant archival tags must obtain prior 
authorization from NOAA and submit 
subsequent reports about the tagging of 
fish. NOAA needs the information to 
evaluate the effectiveness of archival tag 
programs, to assess the likely impact of 
regulatory allowances for tag recovery, 
and to ensure that the research does not 
produce undue mortality. 

II. Method of Collection 

Catch notifications are provided a 
toll-free telephone number. Tags and 
associated information are mailed in (a 
reward is given for tag recoveries). 
Notifications and reports of archival 
tagging efforts are provided in written 
form, meeting requirements set forth in 
regulations. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0338. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households, business or other for-profit 
organizations, and not-for-profit 
institutions. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
20. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 30 
minutes for reporting on an archival tag 
recovery; 30 minutes for notification of 
planned archival tagging activity; and 
one hour for reports of archival tagging 
activity. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 15. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
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included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 26, 2004. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 04–7513 Filed 4–2–04; 8:45 am] 
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management plan amendment. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the 
approval of Amendment 17 to the 
Fishery Management Plan for Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands King and Tanner 
Crabs (FMP). This amendment is 
necessary to implement a rebuilding 
plan for the overfished stock of Pribilof 
Islands blue king crab. This action is 
intended to ensure that conservation 
and management measures continue to 
be based on the best scientific 
information available and is intended to 
achieve, on a continuing basis, optimum 
yield from the affected crab fisheries. 
DATES: The amendment was approved 
on March 18, 2004. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of Amendment 17 to 
the FMP and the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) prepared for the 
amendment are available from the 
Sustainable Fisheries Division, Alaska 
Region, NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, 
AK 99802–1668, Attn: Lori Durall. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Gretchen Harrington, 907–586–7228 or 
gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
declared the Pribilof Islands stock of 
blue king crab (Paralithodes platypus) 
overfished because the spawning stock 
biomass was below the minimum stock 
size threshold defined in the FMP. On 
September 23, 2002, NMFS notified the 
Council that the Pribilof Islands blue 
king crab stock was overfished (67 FR 
62212, October 4, 2002). The Council 
then developed a rebuilding plan within 

1 year of notification as required by 
section 304(e)(3) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens 
Act). In October 2003, the Council 
adopted Amendment 17, the rebuilding 
plan, to accomplish the purposes 
outlined in the national standard 
guidelines to rebuild the overfished 
stock. 

Amendment 17 specifies a time 
period for rebuilding the stock intended 
to satisfy the requirements of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act. Under the 
rebuilding plan, the Pribilof Islands blue 
king crab stock is estimated to rebuild, 
with a 50 percent probability, within 10 
years. The stock will be considered 
‘‘rebuilt’’ when it reaches the maximum 
sustainable yield stock size level in two 
consecutive years. This rebuilding time 
period is as short as possible and takes 
into account the status and biology of 
the stock, the needs of fishing 
communities, and the interaction of the 
overfished stock within the marine 
ecosystem, as required by the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act in section 
304(e)(4)(A)(i). 

The rebuilding harvest strategy, 
which closes the directed fishery until 
the stock is rebuilt, should result in 
more spawning biomass than allowing a 
fishery during the rebuilding period. 
With the directed fishery closed, more 
large male crab would be conserved and 
fewer juveniles and females would die 
due to incidental catch and discard 
mortality. More spawning biomass 
would be expected to produce larger 
year-classes when environmental 
conditions are favorable. 

This conservative rebuilding plan is 
warranted at this time for this stock 
given the concerns regarding the 
rebuilding potential of this stock, the 
potential vulnerability to overfishing, 
and the poor precision of survey 
estimates. The other alternatives under 
consideration that would allow fishing 
prior to stock rebuilding would not 
provide sufficient safeguards for this 
vulnerable stock. The preferred 
alternative, while forgoing harvest in the 
short-term, is the strongest guarantee 
that stock abundance will increase and 
support a fishery in the long term. Once 
rebuilt, fishing communities would 
once again have opportunities (both 
fishing and processing) to participate in 
this fishery. As this rebuilding plan 
applies the same restrictions to all 
participants, the plan allocates the 
fishery restrictions fairly and equitably 
among sectors of the fishery. Likewise, 
the plan allocates all recovery benefits 
fairly and equitably among sectors of the 
fishery. 

No additional habitat or bycatch 
measures are part of this rebuilding plan 
because neither habitat nor bycatch 
measures are expected to have a 
measurable impact in rebuilding. 
Habitat is thoroughly protected from 
fishing impacts by the existing Pribilof 
Islands Habitat Conservation Zone, 
which encompasses the majority of blue 
king crab habitat. Bycatch of blue king 
crab in both crab and groundfish 
fisheries is a negligible proportion of the 
total population abundance. 

An EA was prepared for Amendment 
17 that describes the management 
background, the purpose and need for 
action, the management alternatives, 
and the environmental and 
socioeconomic impacts of the 
alternatives. A copy of the EA can be 
obtained from the NMFS (see 
ADDRESSES). 

A notice of availability for 
Amendment 17 to the FMP, which 
describes the proposed amendment and 
invited comments from the public, was 
published in the Federal Register on 
December 18, 2003 (68 FR 70484). 
Comments were invited through 
February 17, 2004. 

Response to Comments 
NMFS received one public comment 

on Amendment 17. 
Comment: The comment expressed a 

concern that there is too much 
commercial overfishing and too many 
violations occurring in the crab 
fisheries. The comment raised the 
following five issues regarding crab 
fisheries management: 

1. Let the public comment by email. 
2. Immediately establish no fishing 

sanctuaries. 
3. The 10-year rebuilding period is too 

long and NMFS should cut harvest 
levels by 50 percent this year and 10 
percent each succeeding year. 

4. Increase fines and jail violators of 
fishing regulations. 

5. Establish enforcement at the dock 
to search for violations of fisheries 
regulations. 

Response: 1. As of February 2, 2004, 
NMFS accepts public comments via 
email. 

2. Existing closed areas protect blue 
king crab and their habitat from the 
effects of fishing. Trawl fishing is 
prohibited in the Pribilof Islands Habitat 
Conservation Zone established to 
protect crab habitat in the Pribilof 
Islands area. The State of Alaska 
established a no-fishing zone to protect 
blue king crab in state waters around the 
St. Matthews, Hall, and Pinnacles 
Islands. 

3. The 10–year rebuilding time period 
is as short as possible and takes into 
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