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Public Comment, for information on
how to reserve time on the agenda.
The meeting scheduled for April 16,
2004, will also begin with consideration
of the draft report prepared by the
drafting subcommittee of the Advisory
Committee.
Attending the Meeting
The meeting will be open to the
public. Registrations for public
attendance will be accepted on a spaceavailable basis. Members of the public
who wish to attend must register at least
six (6) days in advance of the meeting
by contacting Jana Sinclair White at the
e-mail address or fax number listed
above. Access to the meeting will not be
allowed without registration, and all
attendees will be required to sign in at
the meeting registration desk. Please
bring photo identification and allow
extra time prior to the meeting.
Individuals who will need special
accommodations for a disability in order
to attend the meetings should notify
Jana Sinclair White at the above e-mail
address or by fax, no later than April 9,
2004. We will attempt to meet requests
after this date, but cannot guarantee
availability of the requested
accommodation. The meeting site is
accessible to individuals with
disabilities.
Submitting Written Comments
Interested parties are invited to
submit written comments to the
Committee, by April 9, 2004, by e-mail
to whitej@ojp.usdoj.gov; or by fax on
(202) 307–3911.
Reserving Time for Public Comment
If you are interested in participating
during the public comment period of
the meeting, on the implementation of
the Violence Against Women Act of
1994, and the Violence Against Women
Act of 2000, you are requested to reserve
time on the agenda by contacting the
Office on Violence Against Women, U.S.
Department of Justice, by e-mail or fax.
Please include your name, the
organization you represent, if
appropriate, and a brief description of
the issue you would like to present.
Participants will be allowed
approximately 3 to 5 minutes to present
their comments, depending on the
number of individuals who reserve time
on the agenda. Participants are also
encouraged to submit two written
copies of their comments at the meeting.
Given the expected number of
individuals interested in providing
comments at the meetings, reservations
for presenting comments should be
made as soon as possible. Persons who
are unable to obtain reservations to
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speak during the meetings are
encouraged to submit written
comments, which will be accepted at
the meeting site or may be e-mailed to
the Committee at the e-mail address
listed under the section on Submitting
Written Comments.
Notice of this meeting is required
under section 10(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act.
Diane M. Stuart,
Director, Office on Violence Against Women.
[FR Doc. 04–7565 Filed 4–1–04; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Bureau of Prisons
Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS)
Bureau of Prisons, U.S.
Department of Justice.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS).
AGENCY:

SUMMARY: Notice of Intent to Prepare a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for development of a mediumsecurity Federal correctional institution
by the U.S. Department of Justice,
Federal Bureau of Prisons. The area
under consideration for correctional
facility development includes southern
West Virginia.

Background
The Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP)
is responsible for carrying out
judgments of the Federal courts
whenever a period of confinement is
ordered. The mission of the BOP is to
protect society by confining offenders in
the controlled environments of prisons
and community-based facilities that are
safe, humane, cost-efficient and
appropriately secure, and that provide
work and other self-improvement
opportunities to assist offenders in
becoming law-abiding citizens.
As of March 29, 2004, approximately
148,655 inmates are housed within the
105 Federal correctional facilities that
have levels of security ranging from
minimum to maximum. At the present
time, the Federal inmate population
exceeds the combined rated capacities
of the 105 Federal correctional facilities.
The continuing inmate population is
due in part to Federal court sentencing
guidelines which are resulting in longer
terms of confinement for serious crimes.
The increase in the number of
immigration offenders and the effort to
combat organized crime and drug

PO 00000

Frm 00069

Fmt 4703

Sfmt 4703

17455

trafficking are also contributing to the
increase. Measures being undertaken to
manage the growth of the Federal
inmate population include construction
of new institutions, acquisition and
adaptation of facilities originally
intended for other purposes, expansion
and improvement of existing
correctional facilities, and expanded use
of contract beds. Adding capacity
through these various means allows the
BOP to work towards the long-term goal
of managing our inmate population
growth.
In the face of the continuing increase
in the Federal prison population, one
way the BOP has extended its capacity
is through construction of new facilities.
As part of this effort, the BOP has a
facilities planning program featuring the
identification and evaluation of sites for
new facilities. The BOP routinely
identifies prospective sites that may be
appropriate for development of new
Federal correctional facilities. Locations
of new Federal correctional facilities are
determined by the need for such
facilities in various parts of the country
and the resources available to meet that
need.
The BOP routinely screens and
evaluates private and public properties
located throughout the nation for
possible use and development. Over the
past decade, the BOP has examined
prospective sites for new correctional
facilities development in Kentucky,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
California, Florida, Arizona, Indiana,
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana
among other locations around the
country and has undertaken
environmental impact studies in
compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, as amended.
Proposed Action
The BOP is facing increased bedspace
shortages throughout the Federal prison
system. Over the past decade, a
significant influx of inmates has entered
the Federal prison system with a large
portion of this influx originating from
the Mid-Atlantic region.
In response, the BOP has committed
significant resources to identifying and
developing sites for new correctional
facilities throughout this region
including construction of facilities in
Martin County and McCreary County,
Kentucky; Petersburg and Lee County,
Virginia; Butner, North Carolina; and
Preston County and Gilmer County,
West Virginia. Even with the
development of these new and
expanded facilities, projections show
the Federal inmate population
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continuing to increase, placing
additional demands for bedspace within
the Mid-Atlantic region.
In response, the BOP has undertaken
investigations throughout Virginia,
Kentucky, North Carolina, and West
Virginia in an effort to identify
prospective sites capable of
accommodating Federal correctional
facilities and communities willing to
host such facilities. Through this
process, officials representing
communities located in southern West
Virginia, identified potential locations
for development of a medium-security
Federal correctional institution and
offered several sites for BOP
consideration. Sites located in
McDowell County, Mingo County,
Boone County, and Nicholas County in
West Virginia have been offered and all
were subjected to initial studies by the
BOP. These potential sites were
subjected to initial studies by the BOP
and those considered suitable for
correctional facility development will
be evaluated further by the BOP in a
DEIS that will analyze the potential
impacts of facility construction and
operation.
The BOP is proposing to build and
operate in the Mid-Atlantic region a
medium-security Federal correctional
institution with an adjoining satellite
work camp. The medium-security
institution would house approximately
1,200 inmates.
The Process
In the process of evaluating the
potential environmental impacts
associated with Federal correctional
facility development and operation,
many factors and features will be
analyzed including, but not limited to:
topography, geology, soils, hydrology,
biological resources, cultural resources,
hazardous materials, aesthetics, fiscal
considerations, population/
employment/housing characteristics,
community services and facilities, land
uses, utility services, transportation
systems, meteorological conditions, air
quality, and noise.
Alternatives
In developing the DEIS, the No Action
alternative, other actions considered
and eliminated, and alternatives sites
for the proposed medium-security
Federal correctional institution will be
examined.
Scoping Process
During the preparation of the DEIS,
there will be opportunities for public
involvement in order to determine the
issues to be examined. A Public Scoping
Meeting will be held at 7 p.m., Tuesday,
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April 27, 2004, at Mount View High
School, 950 Mount View Road, Welch,
West Virginia. The meeting location,
date, and time will be well-publicized
and have been arranged to allow for the
public as well as interested agencies and
organizations to attend and formally
express their views on the scope and
significant issues to be studied as part
of the DEIS process. The Scoping
Meeting is being held to provide for
timely public comments and
understanding of Federal plans and
programs with possible environmental
consequences as required by the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended, and the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended.
Availability of DEIS
Public notice will be given concerning
the availability of the DEIS for public
review and comment.
Contact
Questions concerning the proposed
action and the DEIS may be directed to:
Pamela J. Chandler, Acting Chief, Site
Selection and Environmental Review
Branch, U.S. Department of Justice—
Federal Bureau of Prisons, 320 First
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20534
Telephone: 202–514–6470/Facsimile:
202–616–6024/siteselection@bop.gov.
Dated: March 29, 2004.
Pamela J. Chandler,
Acting Chief, Site Selection and
Environmental Review Branch, Federal
Bureau of Prisons.
[FR Doc. 04–7401 Filed 4–1–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410–05–P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Employment Standards Administration
Wage and Hour Division;
Minimum Wages for Federal and
Federally Assisted Construction;
General Wage Determination Decisions
General wage determination decisions
of the Secretary of Labor are issued in
accordance with applicable law and are
based on the information obtained by
the Department of Labor from its study
of local wage conditions and data made
available from other sources. They
specify the basic hourly wage rates and
fringe benefits which are determined to
be prevailing for the described classes of
laborers and mechanics employed on
construction projects of a similar
character and in the localities specified
therein.
The determinations in these decisions
of prevailing rates and fringe benefits
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have been made in accordance with 29
CFR Part 1, by authority of the Secretary
of Labor pursuant to the provisions of
the Davis-Bacon Act of March 3, 1931,
as amended (46 Stat. 1494, as amended,
40 U.S.C. 276a) and of other Federal
statutes referred to in 29 CFR Part 1,
Appendix, as well as such additional
statutes as may from time to time be
enacted containing provisions for the
payment of wages determined to be
prevailing by the Secretary of Labor in
accordance with the Davis-Bacon Act.
The prevailing rates and fringe benefits
determined in these decisions shall, in
accordance with the provisions of the
foregoing statutes, constitute the
minimum wages payable on Federal and
federally assisted construction projects
to laborers and mechanics of the
specified classes engaged on contract
work of the character and in the
localities described therein.
Good cause is hereby found for not
utilizing notice and public comment
procedure thereon prior to the issuance
of these determinations as prescribed in
5 U.S.C. 553 and not providing for delay
in the effective date as prescribed in that
section, because the necessity to issue
current construction industry wage
determinations frequently and in large
volume causes procedures to be
impractical and contrary to the public
interest.
General wage determination
decisions, and modifications and
supersedes decisions thereto, contain no
expiration dates and are effective from
their date of notice in the Federal
Register, or on the date written notice
is received by the agency, whichever is
earlier. These decisions are to be used
in accordance with the provisions of 29
CFR Parts 1 and 5. Accordingly, the
applicable decision, together with any
modifications issued, must be made a
part of every contract for performance of
the described work within the
geographic area indicated as required by
an applicable Federal prevailing wage
law and 29 CFR Part 5. The wage rates
and fringe benefits, notice of which is
published herein, and which are
contained in the Government Printing
Office (GPO) document entitled
‘‘General Wage Determinations Issued
Under The Davis-Bacon and Related
Acts,’’ shall be the minimum paid by
contractors and subcontractors to
laborers and mechanics.
Any person, organization, or
governmental agency having an interest
in the rates determined as prevailing is
encouraged to submit wage rate and
fringe benefit information for
consideration by the Department.
Further information and selfexplanatory forms for the purpose of
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