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Procedures sections of the R44 RFM.
These revisions limit operations in
certain winds and turbulence; provide
information about M/R stall and mast
bumping; and provide
recommendations for avoiding these
situations. Additionally, emergency
procedures are provided for use should
certain conditions be encountered. AD
95-26-05 reduces the limitations
required by the superseded ADs for
pilots who have the flight experience
specified in AD 95-26—-05 and who have
completed the SFAR No. 73 training.

Actions Since Issuing Previous AD

Since issuing AD 95-26-05, an FAA
Technical Panel (TP) met on April 30,
1996, and recommended that AD 95—
26-05 be rescinded. Recommendation
Number 1 in the TP Executive Summary
states: “Rescind AD 95-26-05
(restricting operations of the R44 in high
wind and turbulence) based upon the
results of the R44 Rotor Decay and
Blade Flapping Survey conducted in
July and August 1995 and the pilot
workload reduction afforded by
mandatory in-flight use of the throttle
governor in all R44 helicopters.” AD
96—11-09, Amendment 39-9634, Docket
No. 95-SW-32-AD issued May 15, 1996
(61 FR 26427, May 28, 1996), prohibits
flight with the governor “off”” except for
in-flight system malfunctions or
emergency procedures training. The TP
recommended rescission has been
pending for over 7 years. No additional
incidents or accidents have occurred
that are due to M/R stall or mast
bumping at abnormally low M/R
revolutions-per-minute, flight in high
winds, or flight in turbulence that
indicate that the limitations imposed by
AD 95-26-05 are still needed.

FAA'’s Conclusions

After reviewing the available data, the
FAA has determined that it is
appropriate to rescind AD 95-26-05 to
eliminate unnecessary limitations and
procedures. The limitations and
procedures imposed by that AD are no
longer needed to correct an unsafe
condition.

This proposed action would rescind
AD 95-26-05. Rescission of AD 95-26—
05 would constitute only such action
and if followed by a final action would
not preclude the agency from issuing
another action in the future nor would
it commit the agency to any course of
action in the future.

Cost Impact

The FAA estimates that 515
helicopters of U.S. registry are affected
by AD 95-26-05 and that it would take
approximately V2 work hour per

helicopter to accomplish the actions at
an average labor rate of $65 per work
hour. Based on these figures, the total
cost impact of the AD on U.S. operators
is estimated to be $16,738. However,
adopting this proposed rescission would
eliminate those costs.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a “significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “significant rule” under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the economic
evaluation prepared for this action is
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it may be obtained by contacting the
Rules Docket at the location provided
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding an AD removing Amendment
39-9463 to read as follows:

Robinson Helicopter Company: Docket No.
95-SW—-30—AD. Rescinds AD 95-26-05,
Amendment 39-9463.

Applicability: Model R44 helicopters,
certificated in any category.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 10,
2004.

Scott A. Horn,

Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04—6779 Filed 3—25—-04; 8:45 am]
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14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2003—-SW-40-AD]

RIN 2120-AA64
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France Model EC155B and B1
Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes
adopting a new airworthiness directive
(AD) for the specified Eurocopter France
(ECF) model helicopters. The AD would
require cleaning the auxiliary system
unit (ASU) board. Also, the AD would
require modifying the wiring and wiring
harness. If a temporary modification is
done, the AD would require inserting a
placard regarding on-ground operation
of the emergency landing gear pump
(pump). Also, the AD would revise the
Limitations section of the Rotorcraft
Flight Manual (RFM) to limit the
operation of the pump. Permanently
modifying the wiring and wiring
harness and removing the placard and
limitations from the RFM would be
terminating action. This proposal is
prompted by the report of an emergency
landing with the landing gear retracted.
The landing gear failed to extend in
normal and emergency extension modes
following failure of the ASU board 10
Alpha 2. The actions specified by the
proposed AD are intended to prevent an
electrical short circuit, failure of landing
gear to extend, and a landing gear-up
emergency landing.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before May 25, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2003—SW-
40-AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room
663, Fort Worth, Texas 76137. You may
also send comments electronically to
the Rules Docket at the following
address: 9-asw-adcomments@faa.gov.
Comments may be inspected at the
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Office of the Regional Counsel between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jorge Castillo, Aviation Safety Engineer,
FAA, Rotorcraft Directorate, Regulations
and Guidance Group, Fort Worth, Texas
76193-0111, telephone (817) 222-5127,
fax (817) 222-5961.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this document may be changed in
light of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their mailed
comments submitted in response to this
proposal must submit a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
“Comments to Docket No. 2003—SW—
40-AD.” The postcard will be date
stamped and returned to the
commenter.

Discussion

The Direction Generale De L’Aviation
Civile (DGAC), the airworthiness
authority for France, notified the FAA
that an unsafe condition may exist on
Model EC 155B and B1 helicopters
equipped with ASU board 10 Alpha 2,
part number (P/N) SE07451. The DGAC
advises that a landing gear did not
extend in “NORMAL” and
“EMERGENCY” extension modes due to
a short-circuit between two components
of the ASU board 10 Alpha 2.

ECF has issued Alert Telex No.
31A005R1, dated September 19, 2002,
and Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) Nos.
31A005 and 31A008, both dated August
20, 2003. The Alert Telex and ASB No.
31A005 describe procedures for

modifying the electrical circuit to
preclude the risk of the landing gear not
extending in the normal and emergency
extension modes following failure of the
ASU board 10 Alpha 2. ASB No.
31A008 describes procedures to
enhance the reliability of the normal
and emergency landing gear extension
functions by separating their power
supplies. The DGAC classified these
service bulletins as mandatory and
issued AD Nos. 2002-515(A) R1 and
2003-323(A), both dated September 3,
2003, to ensure the continued
airworthiness of these helicopters in
France.

These helicopter models are
manufactured in France and are type
certificated for operation in the United
States under the provisions of 14 CFR
21.29 and the applicable bilateral
agreement. Pursuant to the applicable
bilateral agreement, the DGAC has kept
the FAA informed of the situation
described above. The FAA has
examined the findings of the DGAC,
reviewed all available information, and
determined that AD action is necessary
for products of these type designs that
are certificated for operation in the
United States.

This previously described unsafe
condition is likely to exist or develop on
other helicopters of these same type
designs registered in the United States.
Therefore, the proposed AD would
require the following:

e Within 15 hours time-in-service
(TI1S), clean the ASU board 10 Alpha 2.

e Within 30 days, either modify the
wiring and wiring harness permanently
or temporarily. If you elect the
temporary modification, install a self-
adhesive placard with the following text
in white letters on a red background:

“CAUTION: ON GROUND
OPERATION OF EMERGENCY
LANDING GEAR PUMP IS TIME
LIMITED—SEE OPERATING
LIMITATIONS.”

Also, insert the following text into the
Operating Limitations section of the
RFM:

“Limit the emergency landing gear
pump (pump) to 10 minutes of
continuous operation.

When the pump is continuously
operated from 1 to 5 minutes, allow it
to cool for 15 minutes before further
use.

When the pump is continuously
operated from 5 to 10 minutes, allow it
to cool for 30 minutes before further
use.”

e Within 10 months, modify the
wiring and wiring harness.

e Remove the temporary placard, if
installed, and the limitations from the
RFM.

The actions would be required to be
accomplished following the service
bulletins described previously.
Permanently modifying the wiring and
wiring harness and removing the
temporary placard and operating
limitations would be terminating
actions for the requirements of this AD.

The FAA estimates that this proposed
AD would affect 5 helicopters of U.S.
registry. The modifications of the
electrical system would take
approximately 11 work hours per
helicopter to accomplish at an average
labor rate of $65 per work hour.
Required parts would cost
approximately $400 per helicopter.
Based on these figures, the total cost
impact of the proposed AD on U.S.
operators would be $5,575.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a “‘significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “‘significant rule” under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the economic
evaluation prepared for this action is
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it may be obtained by contacting the
Rules Docket at the location provided
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
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§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding a new airworthiness directive to
read as follows:

Eurocopter France: Docket No. 2003—SW-
40-AD.

Applicability: Model EC 155B and B1
helicopters with auxiliary system unit (ASU)
board 10 Alpha 2, part number (P/N)
SE07451, installed, certificated in any
category.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent an electrical short circuit,
failure of landing gear to extend, and an
emergency landing, accomplish the
following:

(a) Within 15 hours time-in-service (TIS),
clean the auxiliary system unit (ASU) board
10 Alpha 2. Clean the ASU board by
following the Accomplishment Instructions,
paragraphs 2.B.1, and 2.B.2.a., of Eurocopter
EC155 Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) No.
31A005, dated August 20, 2003 (ASB No.
31A005).

(b) Within 30 days, modify the wiring and
wiring harness permanently by complying
with paragraph (c) of this AD or temporarily
by following the Accomplishment
Instructions, paragraphs 2.B.1. and 2.B.2.a.
through 2.B.2.d. of ASB No. 31A005. If
temporarily modified:

(1) Install a self-adhesive placard of the
size and in the location depicted in Figure 4
of ASB No. 31A005 with the following text
in white letters on a red background:
“CAUTION: ON GROUND OPERATION OF
EMERGENCY LANDING GEAR PUMP IS
TIME LIMITED—SEE OPERATING
LIMITATIONS” and

(2) Revise the Operating Limitations by
inserting the following text into the
Rotorcraft Flight Manual (RFM):

(i) Limit the emergency landing gear
pump (pump) to 10 minutes of continuous
operation.

(ii) When the pump is continuously
operated from 1 to 5 minutes, allow it to cool
for 15 minutes before further use.

(iii) When the pump is continuously
operated from 5 to 10 minutes, allow it to
cool for 30 minutes before further use.”

Note 1: Modifying the electric wiring
covered by Alert Telex No. 31A005R1, dated
September 19, 2002, led to inhibiting the
protective thermal switch of the electric
pump. This resulted in the need for a
limitation placard. The purpose of the
limitation placard is to remind operators
about the on-ground operating limitations
that apply to the electric pump.

(c) Within 10 months, modify the wiring
and wiring harness by following the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs
2.A. and 2.B., of Eurocopter EC155 ASB No.
31A008, dated August 20, 2003 (ASB No.
31A008). If you made the temporary
modifications described in paragraph (b) of
this AD, remove the placard from the
helicopter and the limitations inserted in the
RFM as a result of paragraphs (b)(1) and
(b)(2) of this AD.

(d) Permanently modifying the wiring and
wiring harness following ASB No. 31A008 is

terminating action for the requirements of
this AD.

(e) To request a different method of
compliance or a different compliance time
for this AD, follow the procedures in 14 CFR
39.19. Contact the Safety Management Group,
Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA, for information
about previously approved alternative
methods of compliance.

(f) Special flight permits will not be issued.

Note 2: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Direction Generale De L’Aviation Civile
(France) AD Nos. 2002—515(A) R1 and 2003—
323(A), both dated September 3, 2003.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 10,
2004.
Scott A. Horn,

Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04-6778 Filed 3—25—-04; 8:45 am)|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 73

[Docket No. FAA-2003-16722; Airspace
Docket No. 03-AWP-19]

RIN 2120-AA66

Establishment of Restricted Area
2503D, Camp Pendleton; CA

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
establish a restricted area (R—2503D)
over Camp Pendleton, CA. Specifically,
this action proposes to convert the
current San Onofre High and Low
Military Operations Areas (MOA) and
the associated Controlled Firing Area
(CFA) to R—2503D. The FAA is taking
this action to assist the Camp Pendleton
U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) Base, CA,
mission of providing realistic fleet
training requirements and to enhance
safety.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before May 10, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the Docket Management
System, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Room Plaza 401, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590-0001. You must identify FAA
Docket No. FAA-2003-16722, and
Airspace Docket No. 03—AWP-19, at the
beginning of your comments. You may
also submit comments on the Internet at
http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken
McElroy, Airspace and Rules, Office of
System Operations and Safety, ATOP-R,
Federal Aviation Administration, 800

Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: (202)
267-8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.

Communications should identify both
docket numbers (FAA Docket No. FAA—
2003-16722, and Airspace Docket no.
03—AWP-19) and be submitted in
triplicate to the Docket Management
System (see ADDRESSES section for
address and phone number). You may
also submit comments through the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
on this action must submit with those
comments a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to FAA
Docket No. FAA-2003-16722, and
Airspace Docket No. 03—AWP-19.” The
postcard will be date/time stamped and
returned to the commenter.

All communications received on or
before the specified closing date for
comments will be considered before
taking action on the proposed rule. The
proposal contained in this action may
be changed in light of comments
received. All comments submitted will
be available for examination in the
public docket both before and after the
closing date for comments. A report
summarizing each substantive public
contact with FAA personnel concerned
with this rulemaking will be filed in the
docket.

Availability of NPRM’s

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov. Recently
published rulemaking documents can
also be accessed through the FAA’s Web
page at http://www.faa.gov, or the
Federal Register’s Web page at http://
www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html.

You may review the public docket
containing the proposal, any comments
received and any final disposition in
person in the Dockets Office (see
ADDRESSES section for address and
phone number) between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
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