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intention to request an extension for a
currently approved information
collection in support of the programs for
7 CFR part 1956, subpart B, “Debt
Settlement—Farmer Loan Programs and
Multi-Family Housing.”

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by April 26, 2004 to be assured
of consideration.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Janet Stouder, Deputy Director, Multi-
Family Housing Portfolio Management,
USDA, RHS, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW., Washington, DC 202500782,
telephone (202) 720-9728. Electronic
mail: janet.stouder@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Debt Settlement—Farm Loan
Programs and Multi-Family Housing.

OMB Number: 0575-0118.

Expiration Date of Approval: July 31,
2004.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: This regulation defines
items to be submitted by borrowers to
request settlement of their debt.
Information regarding past and present
income, living expenses, debt
repayment, assets and liabilities is
obtained. The information is used to
determine if acceptance of the
settlement offer is in the best interest of
the Government and document the
borrower’s request and offer.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
for this collection of information is
estimated to average 8.5 hours per
response.

Respondents: Individuals or
households, businesses or other for
profit and farms.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
2,400.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Responses:
2,400.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 20,400.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from Renita Bolden,
Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch, Support Services
Division at (202) 692—0035.

Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the subject agencies,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
the Agencies’ estimate of the burden of
the proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)

ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Comments may be sent to
Renita Bolden, Regulations and
Paperwork Management Branch,
Support Services Division, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Rural
Development, STOP 0742, 1400
Independence Ave. SW., Washington,
DC 20250. All responses to this notice
will be summarized and included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will also become a matter of
public record.

Dated: February 12, 2004.
Arthur A. Garcia,
Administrator, Rural Housing Service.

Dated: February 12, 2004.
Peter J. Thomas,

Acting Administrator, Rural Business-
Cooperative Service.

Dated: February 11, 2004.
James R. Little,
Administrator, Farm Services Agency.
Dated: February 12, 2004.
Curtis M. Anderson,
Acting Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.
[FR Doc. 04-3877 Filed 2—23-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-XV-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Payette National Forest, Idaho; Paddy
Flat Vegetation Management Project
AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY: The USDA Forest Service will
prepare the Paddy Flat Vegetation
Management Project EIS. The proposed
action in the EIS is to harvest timber
and to do timber stand improvement in
stands in the Paddy Flat Subdivision.
The Payette National Forest invites
written comments and suggestions on
the scope of the analysis and the issues
to address. The agency gives notice of
the full National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) analysis and decision-
making process so that interested and
affected people know how they may
participate and contribute to the final
decision.

DATES: Comments need to be received
by March 29, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
mark J. Madrid, Forest Supervisor,
Payette National Forest, P.O. Box 1026,
McCall, Idaho, 83638.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about the proposed action
should be directed to Dan Anderson,
Interdisciplinary Team Leader, at the
above address, phone (208) 634—0400.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Paddy
Flat project area is located in the
Kennally Creek sub-watershed on the
McCall Ranger District. It is about 16
miles southeast of McCall, and
approximately 6,700 acres in size. The
purpose and need for this activity is to
(1) move stands toward the desired
condition in the Forest Plan for
vegetation and (2) reduce the potential
for uncharacteristic and/or undesired
fire and create conditions that in the
case of wildfire will tend toward a lower
risk surface fire on National Forest
System lands surrounding the Paddy
Flat Subdivision.

The proposed action includes a
variety of activities to meet the purpose
and need. (1) Harvest timber on
approximately 594 acres, producing
approximately 6.3 million board feet
(MMBF) of wood products, using
tractor, jammer, and skyline logging
systems. The silvicultural methods used
would be shelterwood w/reserve tree,
clearcut w/reserve tree, intermediate
treatment, and improvement cut. (2)
Excavator pile and burn approximately
488 acres, jackpot pile and burn
approximately 14 acres, broadcast burn
approximately 82 acres, and lop and
scatter activity fuels on approximately
10 acres. (3) Regenerate by planting with
seral species approximately 452 acres.
(4) Reduce overall road density and
reduce impacts to water quality in the
project area by decommissioning
approximately 18.0 miles of unneeded
roads. (5) Build approximately 2.7 miles
of new road to facilitate timber harvest.
(6) Thin approximately 1,078 acres of
plantations to reduce competition and
increase growth. (7) Reduce the
potential for uncharacteristic and/or
undesirable fire by reducing the density
in plantations and reducing the crown
density of live trees and numbers of
dead trees on National Forest System
lands in proximity to the Paddy Flat
Subdivision.

Preliminary issues for this project
include effects on water quality, soil
productivity, wildlife habitat, and
access management.

A range of reasonable alternatives will
be considered. The no-action alternative
will serve as a baseline for comparison
of alternatives. The proposed action will
be considered along with additional
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alternatives developed that meet the
purpose and need and address major
issues identified during scoping.
Alternatives may have different
amounts, locations, and types of project
activities.

Comments received in response to
this notice, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will
be part of the project record and
available for public review.

The Forest Service is seeking
information and comments from other
Federal, State, and local agencies; Tribal
governments; organizations; and
individuals who may be interested in or
affected by the proposed action. This
input will be used in preparation of the
EIS.

Comments will be appreciated
throughout the analysis process. The
comment period on the draft EIS will be
45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register. It is important that
those interested in the management of
the Payette National Forest participate
at that time.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental impact
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental impact statement may be
waives or dismissed by the courts. City
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016,
1002 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp.
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of
these court rulings, it is important that
those interested in this proposed action
participate by the close of the 45 day
comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the Forest Service at a time
when it can meaningfully consider them
and respond to them in the final
environmental impact statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues
raised by the proposed action,
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It is also helpful if
comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft statement.

Comments may also address the
adequacy of the draft environmental
impact statement or the merits of the
alternatives formulated and discussed in
the statement. Reviewers may wish to
refer to the Council on Environmental
Quality Regulations for implementing
the procedural provisions of the
National Environmental Policy Act at 40
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.

After the 45-day comment period
ends on the draft EIS, the Forest Service
will analyze comments received and
address them in the final EIS. The final
EIS is scheduled to be completed in
2004. The Responsible Official is the
Payette National Forest Supervisor. The
decision will be documented, including
the rationale for the decision, in a
Record of Decision (ROD). The decision
will be subject to review under the
Forest Service administrative appeal
regulations at 36 CFR 215.

Dated: February 18, 2004.
Mark M. Madrid,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 04-3907 Filed 2—23-04; 8:45 am)|]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

ARCHITECTURAL AND
TRANSPORTATION BARRIERS
COMPLIANCE BOARD

Meeting

AGENCY: Architectural and
Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Architectural and
Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board (Access Board) has scheduled its
regular business meetings to take place
in Washington, DC on Tuesday and
Wednesday, March 9-10, 2004, at the
times and location noted below.

DATES: The schedule of events is as
follows:

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

10:30 a.m.—Noon—Ad Hoc Committee
on Public Outreach

1:30-2:30 p.m.—Technical Programs
Committee

2:30-3:30—Planning and Budget
Committee

3:30-5—Ad Hoc Committee on
Passenger Vessels (closed session)

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

9-11 a.m.—Ad Hoc Committee on
Passenger Vessels (closed session)

11-Noon—Ad Hoc Committee on Public
Rights-of-Way (closed session)

1:30-3 p.m.—Board meeting

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at

the Hyatt Regency Bethesda Hotel, One

Bethesda Metro Center, Bethesda, MD
20814.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information regarding the
meetings, please contact Lawrence W.
Roffee, Executive Director, (202) 272—
0001 (voice) and (202) 272-0082 (TTY).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: At the
Board meeting, the Access Board will
consider the following agenda items:

Open Meeting

» Approval of the January 14, 2004,
Board meeting minutes.

* Ad Hoc Committee on Public
Outreach report.

» Technical Programs Committee
report.

¢ Planning and Budget Committee
report.

* Election of officers.

Closed Meeting

» Passenger Vessels Accessibility
Guidelines.

» Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility
Guidelines.

All meetings are accessible to persons
with disabilities. Sign language
interpreters and an assistive listening
system are available at all meetings.
Persons attending Board meetings are
requested to refrain from using perfume,
cologne, and other fragrances for the
comfort of other participants.

Lawrence W. Roffee,

Executive Director.

[FR Doc. 04—-3873 Filed 2—23-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8150-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
[1.D. 021804C]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce has
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Foreign Fishing Vessels
Operating in Internal Waters.

Form Number(s): None.

OMB Approval Number: 0648—0329.

Type of Request: Regular submission.

Burden Hours: 36.

Number of Respondents: 6.

Average Hours Per Response: .5 (30
minutes).

Needs and Uses: Foreign fishing
vessels engaged in processing and
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