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Subsequently, on May 17, 2001, we 
published in the Federal Register (66 
FR 27489, Docket No. 01–009–2) a 
notice in which we announced the 
availability, for public review and 
comment, of an environmental 
assessment (EA) that examined the 
potential environmental effects of the 
ORV programs described in our March 
2001 notice. We solicited comments on 
the EA for 30 days ending on June 18, 
2001. We received one comment by that 
date. The comment was from an animal 
protection organization and supported 
APHIS’ efforts toward limiting or 
eradicating rabies in wildlife 
populations. The commenter did not, 
however, support the use of lethal 
monitoring methods or local 
depopulation as part of an ORV 
program. 

Finally, on August 30, 2001, we 
published a notice in the Federal 
Register (66 FR 45835–45836, Docket 
No. 01–009–3) in which we advised the 
public of APHIS’ decision and finding 
of no significant impact (FONSI) 
regarding the use of oral vaccination to 
control specific rabies virus strains in 
raccoons, gray foxes, and coyotes in the 
United States. That decision allows 
APHIS–WS to purchase and distribute 
ORV baits, monitor the effectiveness of 
the ORV programs, and participate in 
implementing contingency plans that 
may involve the reduction of a limited 
number of local target species 
populations through lethal means (i.e., 
the preferred alternative identified in 
the EA). The decision was based upon 
the final EA, which reflected our review 
and consideration of the comments 
received from the public in response to 
our March 2001 and May 2001 notices 
and information gathered during 
planning/scoping meetings with State 
health departments, other State and 
local agencies, the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Following the August 2001 
publication of our original decision/
FONSI, we determined there was a need 
to expand the ORV programs to include 
the States of Kentucky and Tennessee to 
effectively stop the westward spread of 
raccoon rabies. Accordingly, we 
prepared a supplemental decision/
FONSI to document the potential effects 
of expanding the programs. We 
published a notice announcing the 
availability of the supplemental 
decision/FONSI in the Federal Register 
on July 5, 2002 (67 FR 44797–44798, 
Docket No. 01–009–4). 

Following the publication of the 
supplemental decision/FONSI in July 
2002, we determined the need to further 
expand the ORV program to include the 

States of Georgia and Maine to 
effectively prevent the westward and 
northward spread of the rabies virus 
across the United States and into 
Canada. To facilitate planning, 
interagency coordination, and program 
management and to provide the public 
with our analysis of potential individual 
and cumulative impacts of the 
expanded ORV programs, we prepared a 
supplemental EA that addresses the 
inclusion of Georgia and Maine, as well 
as the 2002 inclusion of Kentucky and 
Tennessee, in the ORV program. In 
addition, we prepared a new decision/
FONSI based on the supplemental EA 
that was published in the Federal 
Register on June 30, 2003 (68 FR 38669–
38670, Docket No. 01–009–5). 

Recently, we have determined the 
need to further expand the ORV 
program to include portions of National 
Forest System lands, excluding 
Wilderness Areas, within several 
eastern States. The National Forest 
System lands where APHIS–WS 
involvement would be expanded may be 
located within the States of Maine, New 
York, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, and New 
Jersey. Currently, cooperative rabies 
surveillance activities and/or baiting 
programs are already being conducted 
on various land classes, with the 
exception of National Forest System 
lands, in many of the aforementioned 
States. The programs’ primary goals are 
to stop the spread of a specific raccoon 
rabies variant or ‘‘strain’’ of the rabies 
virus. If not stopped, this strain could 
potentially spread to much broader 
areas of the U.S. and Canada and cause 
substantial increases in public and 
domestic animal health costs because of 
increased rabies exposures. Numerous 
National Forest System lands are 
located within current and potential 
ORV barrier zones. To effectively 
combat this strain of the rabies virus, it 
has become increasingly important to 
bait these large land masses. The EA 
analyzes the proposed action and 
several alternatives with respect to a 
number of environmental and other 
issues raised by involved cooperating 
agencies and the public. 

The August 2001 EA and decision/
FONSI, the July 2002 supplemental 
decision/FONSI, the June 2003 
supplemental EA and decision/FONSI, 
and this EA and decision/FONSI for 
expanded ORV program activities on 
National Forest System lands that are 
the subject of this notice have been 
prepared in accordance with: (1) The 

National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.), (2) regulations of the 
Council on Environmental Quality for 
implementing the procedural provisions 
of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500–1508), (3) 
USDA regulations implementing NEPA 
(7 CFR part 1), and (4) APHIS’ NEPA 
Implementing Procedures (7 CFR part 
372).

Done in Washington, DC, this 13th day of 
February 2004. 
Kevin Shea, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service.
[FR Doc. 04–3721 Filed 2–19–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–34–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement

AGENCY: Forest Service, Rio Grande 
National Forest, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The USDA Forest Service 
(FS), Rio Grande National Forest will 
prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) on the submission of an 
Application For Transportation and 
Utility Systems and Facilities on 
Federal Lands (Application) by the 
Leavell-McCombs Joint Venture. This 
Application, if authorized, would 
permit a perpetual easement for year-
round permanent road access, obtain or 
modify utility easements, and modify 
easement terms for Alberta Lake access 
for the proposed Village at Wolf Creek 
(Village). The Village is a resort 
community proposed for construction 
and operation solely within 287.5-acres 
of privately owned land located entirely 
within the Rio Grande National Forest 
adjacent to Wolf Creek Ski Area. The 
road would cross national forest lands 
from Colorado State Highway 160 to the 
Village’s private in-holdings. Similarly, 
the utilities easements would cross FS 
land to provide the necessary 
infrastructure to serve the future Village 
residents and businesses. The 
modification of the existing private 
lands easement terms for Alberta Lake 
access is proposed to better 
accommodate the Village design and to 
create improved public access to 
national forest lands. Without the 
permanent road easement and utilities 
easements the Village could not be 
accessed nor supplied with the 
necessary infrastructure to support its’ 
construction or operation. 
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The FS invites written comments and 
suggestions on the scope of the analysis. 
The FS also hereby gives notice of the 
environmental analysis and decision-
making process that will occur on the 
proposal so interested and affected 
people are aware of how they may 
participate and contribute to the final 
decision.
DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the proposed project must be received 
no later than April 5, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Mr. Stephen Brigham, NEPA 
Coordinator, USDA–FS, Rio Grande 
National Forest, Divide Ranger District, 
13308 West Hwy 160, Del Norte, CO 
81132. Electronic mail (e-mail) may be 
sent to sbrigham@fs.fed.us and a Fax 
may be sent to (719) 657–6035.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Stephen Brigham, NEPA Coordinator, 
Divide Ranger District, (719) 657–3321. 
Refer to SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
regarding public disclosure of submitted 
comment information.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Wolf 
Creek Ski Area and the general Mineral 
County area are not served by lodging 
facilities or overnight accommodations 
on the mountain at Wolf Creek Ski Area. 
The nearest lodgings are near South 
Fork or Pagosa Springs, CO, which are 
more than a 20-minute drive east or 
west at the base of Wolf Creek Pass. 
Approval of the Application would 
result in the ultimate construction and 
operation of the Village. The Village 
would provide for year-round guest 
accommodations and services adjacent 
to the ski area on the 287.5-acre site. 

On May 14, 1987, the FS conveyed to 
the Leavell-McCombs Joint Venture 
287.5-acres of property, the proposed 
location of the Village, in exchange for 
property in Saguache County, Colorado. 
The 287.5-acres is entirely surrounded 
by Federal lands; a condition that was 
recognized at the time the land 
exchange was approved. During the 
land exchange negotiations it was 
understood that the Leavell-McCombs 
Joint Venture would eventually develop 
the 287.5-acres for uses compatible with 
the existing Wolf Creek Ski Area and 
such development would be regulated 
by Federal, state, and Mineral County 
agencies with jurisdiction. As a 
condition of approval, the Regional 
Forester specifically required that the 
FS retain an easement to ‘‘assure that 
development of the Federal land 
conveyed would be compatible with the 
Wolf Creek Ski Area. The Leavell-
McCombs Joint Venture is now prepared 
to develop the Village on their 287.5-
acre in-holding and requires road and 
utility access to the land.’’

The permanent road easement would 
allow the construction and operation of 
an all weather, year-round access road 
that would not exceed 2,350 feet in 
length or a width greater than 60 feet. 
The road would be constructed to FS 
specifications and approximately 30 feet 
in width. Vehicle traffic would consist 
of passenger vehicles, buses, and other 
vehicles and transport necessary to 
develop, construct, operate, and support 
the residents and businesses associated 
with the Village. The Application would 
also grant two 10-foot wide and two 20-
foot wide permanent utility easements 
for the installation, operation, 
maintenance, repair, and replacement of 
electrical transmission lines and 
facilities; television cables, 
communication cables and lines, fiber 
optic lines, and other utilities as 
required to serve the Village. An 
additional component of the 
Application is an amendment to the 
easement granted to the FS for an 
alternative public access route to 
Alberta Lake. 

Proposed Action: The Leavell-
McCombs Joint Venture has submitted 
an Application to the FS for approval. 
Application approval by the FS would 
grant a perpetual easement for the 
construction and permanent operation 
of a year-round all weather road, four 
permanent utility easements, and an 
alternative route across Village property 
for public access to Alberta Lake. 
Consequently, the 287.5-acres of 
Leavell-McCombs Joint Venture lands 
would be available for development. 

The responsible Official is the Forest 
Supervisor, Rio Grande National Forest, 
1803 West Highway 160, Monte Vista, 
CO 81132. The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) decision to be made 
by the FS official is whether or not to 
authorize the Application For 
Transportation and Utility Systems and 
Facilities on Federal Lands as proposed 
by the Leavell-McCombs Joint Venture, 
or alternatives to the proposed roadway 
and utilities easements. FS alternatives 
would include the No-Action 
Alternative, which in effect is a FS 
denial of the Application. 

The scoping process will include 
public meetings and interaction with 
various Federal, State, and local 
agencies. Information regarding the 
place and time of the public scoping 
meetings will be announced in area 
media, as well as posted on the FS Rio 
Grande National Forest Internet site 
[http//www.fs.fed.us./r2/riogrande/]. 
Scoping meetings are expected to occur 
during the week of March 15, 2004. 
Scoping meetings will be held in 
Creede, Pagosa Springs, and South Fork, 
CO. Additional public meetings will be 

held once the Draft EIS is available for 
review. 

Preliminary issues include the 
following: 

• Impacts to the socioeconomic 
structure in the region. 

• Impacts to water resources. 
• Impacts to existing infrastructure 

(road capacities and power utilities and 
capacities). 

• Impacts to terrestrial and aquatic 
habitats and species. 

• Impacts to recreation use, as well 
as, the scenic resources associated with 
the area.

In addition to evaluating these 
preliminary issues, the environmental 
evaluation will assess the potential 
effects from the proposed project on 
minority and low-income populations. 
The cumulative impacts of the FS 
decision are expected to be a substantial 
part of the impacts analysis. 

In addition to the FS Application, 
other agencies also have requirements to 
fulfill prior to implementation of the 
Proposed Action. Requirements include: 

• Compliance with Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act that will entail 
the submission of a Biological 
Assessment to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

• Compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. 

• Compliance with Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act and obtaining a Nation 
Pollution Prevention Discharge 
Elimination System Permit. 

• Final Plat approval for the Mineral 
County Public Utilities Department. 

Comments Requested 

This Notice of Intent initiates the 
scoping process that guides the 
development of the EIS. The FS invites 
written comments and suggestions on 
the proposed action, including any 
issues to consider, as well as any 
concerns relevant to the analysis. In 
order to be most useful, scoping 
comments should be received within 45 
days of publication of this Notice of 
Intent. Comments received in response 
to this notice, including names and 
addresses of those who comment, will 
be considered part of the public record 
on this Proposed Action and will be 
available for public inspection. If you 
wish to withhold your name or street 
address from public review or from 
disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA), you must state 
this prominently at the beginning of 
your written comment. Such requests 
will be honored to the extent allowed by 
law, but persons requesting such 
confidentiality should be aware that 
under the FOIA, confidentiality may be 
granted in only very limited 
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circumstances, such as to protect trade 
secrets. The Forest Service will inform 
the requester of the agency’s decision 
regarding the request for confidentiality, 
and where the request is denied, the 
agency will return the submission and 
notify the requester that the comments 
may be resubmitted with or without 
name and address within a specified 
number of days. All submissions from 
organizations and business, and from 
individuals identifying themselves as 
representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses, will be 
available for public inspection in their 
entirety. Comments submitted 
anonymously will be accepted and 
considered; however, those who submit 
anonymous comments will not have 
standing to appeal the subsequent 
decision under 36 CFR part 215. Upon 
completion of the Draft EIS the 
document will be provided to the public 
for review and comment. Comments and 
FS responses will be addressed and 
contained in the Final EIS.

Dated: February 13, 2004. 
Peter L. Clark, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 04–3677 Filed 2–19–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Procurement List; Proposed Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase from 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled.
ACTION: Proposed deletions from 
Procurement List. 

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing 
to delete from the Procurement List 
services previously furnished by 
nonprofit agencies employing persons 
who are blind or have other severe 
disabilities. 

Comments Must Be Received on or 
Before: March 21, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800, 
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
Arlington, Virginia, 22202–3259.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sheryl D. Kennerly, (703) 603–7740.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is published pursuant to 41 
U.S.C. 47(a) (2) and 41 CFR 51–2.3. Its 
purpose is to provide interested persons 
an opportunity to submit comments on 
the proposed actions. 

Deletions 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification 

I certify that the following action will 
not have a significant impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
The major factors considered for this 
certification were: 

1. If approved, the action may result 
in additional reporting, recordkeeping 
or other compliance requirements for 
small entities. 

2. If approved, the action may result 
in authorizing small entities to furnish 
the services to the Government. 

3. There are no known regulatory 
alternatives which would accomplish 
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46–48c) in 
connection with the services proposed 
for deletion from the Procurement List. 

End of Certification 

The following services are proposed 
for deletion from the Procurement List: 

Services 
Service Type/Location: Operation of 

Recycling Center, Minot Air Force 
Base, North Dakota. 

NPA: Minot Vocational Adjustment 
Workshop, Inc., Minot, North 
Dakota. 

Contract Activity: Department of the Air 
Force, Minot Air Force Base, North 
Dakota. 

Service Type/Location: Parts Sorting, 
Defense Reutilization and 
Marketing Office, Fort Lewis, 
Washington. 

NPA: Morningside, Olympia, 
Washington. 

Contract Activity: Defense Logistics 
Agency, Battle Creek, Michigan.

Sheryl D. Kennerly, 
Director, Information Management.
[FR Doc. 04–3744 Filed 2–19–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6353–01–P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Procurement List; Addition

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase from 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled.
ACTION: Additions to Procurement List.

SUMMARY: This action adds to the 
Procurement List a service to be 
furnished by a nonprofit agency 
employing persons who are blind or 
have other severe disabilities.
EFFECTIVE DATE: March 21, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 

Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800, 
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
Arlington, Virginia, 22202–3259.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sheryl D. Kennerly, (703) 603–7740.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
December 19, 2003, the Committee for 
Purchase From People Who Are Blind 
or Severely Disabled published notice 
(68 FR 70761) of proposed addition to 
the Procurement List. After 
consideration of the material presented 
to it concerning capability of qualified 
nonprofit agency to provide the service 
and impact of the additions on the 
current or most recent contractors, the 
Committee has determined that the 
service listed below are suitable for 
procurement by the Federal Government 
under 41 U.S.C. 46–48c and 41 CFR 51–
2.4. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification 

I certify that the following action will 
not have a significant impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
The major factors considered for this 
certification were: 

1. The action will not result in any 
additional reporting, recordkeeping or 
other compliance requirements for small 
entities other than the small 
organizations that will furnish the 
service to the Government. 

2. The action will result in 
authorizing small entities to furnish the 
service to the Government. 

3. There are no known regulatory 
alternatives which would accomplish 
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46–48c) in 
connection with the service proposed 
for addition to the Procurement List. 

End of Certification 

Accordingly, the following service is 
added to the Procurement List: 

Service 

Service Type/Location: Grounds 
Maintenance, Naval & Marine Corps 
Reserve Center, 3144 Clement 
Avenue, Alameda, California. 

NPA: Rubicon Programs, Inc., 
Richmond, California. 

Contract Activity: Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command, Alameda, 
California. 

This action does not affect current 
contracts awarded prior to the effective 
date of this addition or options that may 
be exercised under those contracts.

Sheryl D. Kennerly, 
Director, Information Management.
[FR Doc. 04–3745 Filed 2–19–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6353–01–P
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