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the limits allowed by the applicable service
bulletin: Prior to further flight, replace the
ATS with a new or serviceable ATS having
part number (P/N) 3505910–4 or P/N
3505910–5, in accordance with the
applicable service bulletin. Where the service
bulletins allow for continued operation of an
ATS with excess debris and fewer than 400
operating hours, or replacement within 50
flight hours, replace the ATS prior to further
flight.
Terminating Action
(e) Within 26 months after the effective
date of this AD, replace any ATS having
P/N 3505910–4 or –5 with a new ATS having
P/N 3505910–6 in accordance with the
applicable service bulletin. This replacement
constitutes terminating action for the
repetitive detailed inspections required by
paragraph (b) of this AD.
Actions Accomplished Per Previous Issue of
Service Bulletin 145–80–0005
(f) Actions accomplished before the
effective date of this AD per EMBRAER
Service Bulletin 145–80–0005, Revision 01,
dated April 10, 2003, are considered
acceptable for compliance with the
corresponding actions specified in this AD.
Alternative Methods of Compliance
(g) In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, the
International Branch, ANM–116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, is authorized
to approve alternative methods of
compliance for this AD.
Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Brazilian airworthiness directive 2003–07–
01R1, dated December 23, 2003.
Issued in Renton, Washington, on February
9, 2004.
Ali Bahrami,
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 04–3494 Filed 2–18–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration
14 CFR Part 39
[Docket No. 2002–SW–25–AD]
RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Schweizer
Aircraft Corporation Model 269A,
269A–1, 269B, 269C, and TH–55A
Helicopters
AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).
SUMMARY: This document proposes to
revise an existing airworthiness
directive (AD) for Schweizer Aircraft
Corporation (Schweizer) Model 269A,
269A–1, 269B, 269C, and TH–55A
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helicopters. That AD currently requires
inspecting the lugs on certain aft cluster
fittings and each aluminum end fitting
on certain tailboom struts. Modifying or
replacing each strut assembly within a
specified time period and serializing
certain strut assemblies is also required.
Additionally, a one-time inspection and
repair, if necessary, of certain additional
cluster fittings, and replacement and
modification of certain cluster fittings
within 150 hours time-in-service (TIS)
or 6 months, whichever occurs first, is
required. This action would require the
same actions as the existing AD, but
would revise the Applicability section
of the AD. This proposal is prompted by
the discovery of an error in the
Applicability section of the existing AD.
The actions specified by the proposed
AD are intended to prevent failure of a
tailboom support strut or a cluster
fitting, which could cause rotation of a
tailboom into the main rotor blades, and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.
DATES: Comments must be received by
April 19, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2002–SW–
25–AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room
663, Fort Worth, Texas 76137. You may
also send comments electronically to
the Rules Docket at the following
address: 9-asw-adcomments@faa.gov.
Comments may be inspected at the
Office of the Regional Counsel between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George Duckett, Aviation Safety
Engineer, FAA, New York Aircraft
Certification Office, Airframe and
Propulsion Branch, 10 Fifth Street, 3rd
Floor, Valley Stream, New York,
telephone (516) 256–7525, fax (516)
568–2716.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited
Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments, specified
above, will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposals contained in this notice may
be changed in light of the comments
received.
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Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.
Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their mailed
comments submitted in response to this
proposal must submit a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
‘‘Comments to Docket No. 2002–SW–
25–AD.’’ The postcard will be date
stamped and returned to the
commenter.
Discussion
On June 24, 2003, the FAA issued AD
2003–13–15, Amendment 39–13217 (68
FR 40478, July 8, 2003), to require
owners and operators of the affected
helicopters to:
• Within 10 hours TIS and thereafter at
intervals not to exceed 50 hours TIS,
dye-penetrant inspect the lugs and
replace any cracked cluster fitting;
• Within 150 hours TIS or 6 months,
whichever occurs first, replace or
modify, using kit, part number (P/N)
SA–269K–106–1, each cluster fitting,
P/N 269A2234 and P/N 269A2235;
• For strut assemblies, P/N 269A2015 or
P/N 269A2015–5, at intervals not to
exceed 50 hours TIS, visually inspect
the strut aluminum end fittings for
deformation or damage, dye-penetrant
inspect the strut aluminum end
fittings for a crack, and replace
deformed, damaged, or cracked parts.
Within 500 hours TIS or one year,
whichever occurs first, modify or
replace certain part-numbered strut
assemblies;
• Within 100 hours TIS, for Model 269C
helicopters, serialize each strut
assembly, P/N 269A2015–5 and
269A2015–11;
• Within 25 hours TIS or 60 days,
whichever occurs first, inspect and
repair cluster fittings, P/N 269A2234–
3 and P/N 269A2235–3; and
• Before further flight, replace any
cluster fitting that is cracked or has a
surface defect beyond rework limits.
That action was prompted by the need
to expand the applicability to include
certain Hughes-manufactured cluster
fittings and to provide a terminating
action for the repetitive dye-penetrant
inspections of the cluster fittings. That
condition, if not corrected, could result
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in failure of a tailboom support strut or
a cluster fitting, which could cause
rotation of a tailboom into the main
rotor blades, and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter.
Since issuing that AD, we have
discovered an error in the Applicability
section that should be changed. The AD
currently excepts helicopters that have
Hughes-manufactured cluster fittings
installed and that were originally sold
by Hughes after June 1, 1988. We
intended that this exception apply to all
cluster fittings, P/N 269A2234–3 or P/N
269A2235–3, that are installed,
regardless of the manufacturer, if there
was written documentation in the
aircraft or manufacturer’s records that
shows the cluster fitting was originally
sold by the manufacturer after June 1,
1988. Therefore, we are now proposing
to expand the exception to all cluster
fittings originally sold after June 1,
1988, regardless of the manufacturer.
The previously described unsafe
condition is likely to exist or develop on
other helicopters of the same type
designs. Therefore, the proposed AD
would revise AD 2003–13–15 to retain
the current requirements but revise the
Applicability to exclude all cluster
fittings with appropriate written
documentation showing that the cluster
fitting was originally sold by the
manufacturer after June 1, 1988.
The FAA estimates that 1,000
helicopters of U.S. registry would be
affected by the proposed AD. It would
take approximately 2.5 work hours for
each dye-penetrant inspection, 12 work
hours to replace one cluster fitting, 4
work hours to modify or replace the

strut assembly, 0.25 work hours to
serialize the strut assembly, and 16
work hours to modify a cluster fitting.
The average labor rate is $65 per work
hour. Required parts would cost
approximately $5 for each fitting
inspection, $1,635 to replace a cluster
fitting, $1,500 to modify or replace the
strut assembly, and $1,688 for each
cluster fitting modification kit (2 cluster
fittings). Based on these figures, the total
cost impact of the AD on U.S. operators
is estimated to be $2,369,248 (assuming
2,000 cluster fittings are inspected, 50
cluster fittings are replaced, 6 strut
assemblies are modified or replaced, 6
strut assemblies are serialized, and
1,010 cluster fittings are modified).
The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.
For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this

action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.
List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.
The Proposed Amendment
Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:
PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES
1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§ 39.13

[Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
removing Amendment 39–13217 (68 FR
40478, July 8, 2003), and by adding a
new airworthiness directive (AD), to
read as follows:
Schweizer Aircraft Corporation: Docket No.
2002–SW–25–AD. Revises AD 2003–13–
15, Amendment 39–13217.
Applicability: Model 269A, 269A–1, 269B,
269C, and TH–55A helicopters, certificated
in any category, with a tailboom support strut
(strut) assembly, part number (P/N)
269A2015 or 269A2015–5; or with a center
frame aft cluster fitting, P/N 269A2234 or
269A2235, and an aft cluster fitting listed in
the following table:

Helicopter model number

Helicopter serial number

Model 269C ..................................................................
Model 269C ..................................................................
Model 269A, A–1, B, or C, or TH–55A ........................

0570 through 1165 .....................................................
0500 through 1165 .....................................................
All ................................................................................

Exception: For the Model 269A, A–1, B, or
C or TH–55A helicopters with cluster fittings,
P/N 269A2234–3 or P/N 269A2235–3,
installed, if there is written documentation in
the aircraft or manufacturer’s records that
shows the cluster fitting was originally sold
by the manufacturer after June 1, 1988, the
requirements of this AD are not applicable.
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Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.
To prevent failure of a tailboom support
strut or lug on a cluster fitting, which could
cause rotation of a tailboom into the main
rotor blades, and subsequent loss of control
of the helicopter, accomplish the following:
(a) Within 10 hours time-in-service (TIS),
and thereafter at intervals not to exceed 50
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With aft cluster fitting, P/N
269A2234–3.
269A2235–3.
269A2234–3 or 269A2235–3.

hours TIS, for helicopters with cluster
fittings, P/N 269A2234 or P/N 269A2235:
(1) Using paint remover, remove paint from
the lugs on each cluster fitting. Wash with
water and dry. The tailboom support strut
must be removed prior to the paint stripping.
(2) Dye-penetrant inspect the lugs on each
cluster fitting. See the following Figure 1:
BILLING CODE: 4910–13–P
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(3) If a crack is found, before further flight,
replace the cracked cluster fitting with an
airworthy cluster fitting.
(b) Cluster fittings, P/N 269A2234 and P/
N 269A2235, that have NOT been modified
with Kit P/N SA–269K–106–1, are NOT
eligible replacement parts.
(c) Within 150 hours TIS or 6 months,
whichever occurs first, replace each cluster
fitting, P/N 269A2234 and P/N 269A2235,
with an airworthy cluster fitting or modify
each cluster fitting, P/N 269A2234 and P/N
269A2235, with Kit, P/N SA–269K–106–1.
Installing the kit is terminating action for the
50-hour TIS repetitive dye-penetrant
inspection for these cluster fittings. Broken or
cracked cluster fittings are not eligible for the
kit modification.
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(d) For helicopters with strut assemblies,
P/N 269A2015 or 269A2015–5, accomplish
the following:
(1) At intervals not to exceed 50 hours TIS:
(i) Remove the strut assemblies, P/N
269A2015 or P/N 269A2015–5.
(ii) Visually inspect the strut aluminum
end fittings for deformation or damage and
dye-penetrant inspect the strut aluminum
end fittings for a crack in accordance with
Step II of Schweizer Service Information
Notice No. N–109.2, dated September 1, 1976
(SIN N–109.2).
(iii) If deformation, damage, or a crack is
found, before further flight, modify the strut
assemblies by replacing the aluminum end
fittings with stainless steel end fittings, P/N
269A2017–3 and -5, and attach bolts in
accordance with Step III of SIN N–109.2; or
replace each strut assembly P/N 269A2015
with P/N 269A2015–9, and replace each strut
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assembly P/N 269A2015–5 with P/N
269A2015–11.
(2) Within 500 hours TIS or one year,
whichever occurs first, modify or replace the
strut assemblies in accordance with
paragraph (d)(1)(iii) of this AD.
(e) For the Model 269C helicopters, within
100 hours TIS, serialize each strut assembly,
P/N 269A2015–5 and P/N 269A2015–11, in
accordance with Schweizer Service
Information Notice No. N–108, dated May 21,
1973.
(f) Within 25 hours TIS or 60 days,
whichever occurs first, for cluster fittings, P/
N 269A2234–3 and P/N 269A2235–3,
perform a one-time inspection and repair, if
required, in accordance with Procedures, Part
II of Schweizer Service Bulletin No. B–277,
dated January 25, 2002.
(g) Before further flight, replace any cluster
fitting that is cracked or has surface defects
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beyond rework limits with an airworthy
cluster fitting.
(h) To request a different method of
compliance or a different compliance time
for this AD, follow the procedures in 14 CFR
39.19. Contact the Manager, New York
Aircraft Certification Office (NYACO), Engine
and Propeller Directorate, FAA, for
information about previously approved
alternative methods of compliance.
Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on February
9, 2004.
David A. Downey,
Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 04–3495 Filed 2–18–04; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration
14 CFR Part 71
[Docket No. FAA–2004–16861; Airspace
Docket No. 04–ASO–1]

Proposed Amendment of Class D and
E Airspace; Homestead, FL
AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.
SUMMARY: This notice proposes to
amend Class D and E4 airspace at
Homestead, FL. The name of the airport
has changed from Dade County—
Homestead Regional Airport to
Homestead ARB. As a result of an
evaluation, it has been determined a
modification should be made to the
Homestead, FL Class D and E4 airspace
areas to contain the Tactical Air
Navigation (TACAN) or Instrument
Landing System (ILS) Runway (RWY) 5,
Standard Instrument Approach
Procedure (SIAP) to Homestead ARB.
Additional surface area airspace is
needed to contain the SIAP.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before March 22, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the Docket Management
System, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Room Plaza 401, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590–0001. You must identify the
docket number FAA–2004–16861/
Airspace Docket No. 04–ASO–1, at the
beginning of your comments. You may
also submit comments on the Internet at
http://dms.dot.gov. You may review the
public docket containing the proposal,
any comments received, and any final
disposition in person in the Dockets
Office between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. The Docket office (telephone
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1–800–647–5527) is on the plaza level
of the Department of Transportation
NASSIF Building at the above address.
An informal docket may also be
examined during normal business hours
at the office of the Regional Air Traffic
Division, Federal Aviation
Administration, Room 550, 1701
Columbia Avenue, College Park, Georgia
30337.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Walter R. Cochran, Manager, Airspace
Branch, Air Traffic Division, Federal
Aviation Administration, P.O. Box
20636, Atlanta, Georgia 30320;
telephone (404) 305–5627.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited
Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposals.
Communications should identify both
docket numbers and be submitted in
triplicate to the address listed above.
Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
on this notice must submit with those
comments a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket No. FAA–2004–16861/Airspace
Docket No. 04–ASO–1.’’ The postcard
will be date/time stamped and returned
to the commenter. All communications
received before the specified closing
date for comments will be considered
before taking action on the proposed
rule. The proposal contained in this
notice may be changed in light of the
comments received. A report
summarizing each substantive public
contact with FAA personnel concerned
with this rulemaking will be filed in the
docket.
Availability of NPRMs
An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov. Recently
published rulemaking documents can
also be accessed through the FAA’s Web
page at http://www.faa.gov or the
Superintendent of Document’s Web
page at http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara.
Additionally, any person may obtain a
copy of this notice by submitting a
request to the Federal Aviation
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Administration, Office of Air Traffic
Airspace Management, ATA–400, 800
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, or by calling
(202) 267–8783. Communications must
identify both docket numbers for this
notice. Persons interested in being
placed on a mailing list for future
NPRM’s should contact the FAA’s
Office of Rulemaking, (202) 267–9677,
to request a copy of Advisory Circular
No. 11–2A, Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking Distribution System, which
describes the application procedure.
The Proposal
The FAA is considering an
amendment to Part 71 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR Part 71) to
amend Class D and E4 airspace at
Homestead, FL. Class D airspace
designations for airspace areas
extending upward from the surface of
the earth and Class E airspace
designations for airspace designated as
surface areas are published in
Paragraphs 5000 and 6004 respectively,
of FAA Order 7400.9L, dated September
2, 2003, and effective September 16,
2003, which is incorporated by
reference in 14 CFR 71.1. The Class D
and E airspace designations listed in
this document would be published
subsequently in the Order.
The FAA has determined that this
proposed regulation only involves an
established body of technical
regulations for which frequent and
routine amendments are necessary to
keep them operationally current. It,
therefore, (1) is not a ‘‘significant
regulatory action’’ under Executive
Order 12866; (2) is not a ‘‘significant
rule’’ under DOT Regulatory Policies
and Procedures (44 FR 11034; February
26, 1979); and (3) does not warrant
preparation of a Regulatory Evaluation
as the anticipated impact is so minimal.
Since this is a routine matter that will
only affect air traffic procedures and air
navigation, it is certified that this rule,
when promulgated, will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.
List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71
Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (Air).
The Proposed Amendment
In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
proposes to amend 14 CFR Part 71 as
follows:
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