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States Coast Guard Headquarters 
Building, 2100 2nd Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20593–0001. The 
primary purpose of the meeting is to 
prepare for the 12th Session of the 
International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) Sub-Committee on Flag State 
Implementation to be held at IMO 
Headquarters in London, England from 
March 15th to 19th. 

The primary matters to be considered 
include:

—Measures to enhance maritime 
security; 

—Responsibilities of Governments and 
measures to encourage flag State 
compliance; 

—Port State control on seafarer’s 
working hours; 

—Comprehensive analysis of difficulties 
encountered in the implementation of 
IMO instruments; 

—Regional cooperation on port State 
control; 

—Reporting procedures on port State 
control detentions and analysis and 
evaluation of reports; 

—Mandatory reports under MARPOL 
73/78; 

—Casualty statistics and investigations; 
—Port State control officer training for 

bulk carriers; 
—Development of provisions on transfer 

of class; 
—Review of the Survey Guidelines 

under the HSSC (resolution 
A.746(18)); 

—Marking the ship’s plans, manuals 
and other documents with the IMO 
ship identification number; 

—Illegal, unregulated and unreported 
(IUU) fishing and implementation of 
resolution A.925(22); 

—Consideration of IACS unified 
interpretations; 

—Unique IDs for companies and 
registered owners; 

—Review of reporting requirements for 
reception facilities.

Members of the public may attend 
this meeting up to the seating capacity 
of the room. Interested persons may 
seek information by writing to 
Commander Linda Fagan, Commandant 
(G–MOC), U.S. Coast Guard 
Headquarters, 2100 Second Street, SW., 
Room 1116, Washington, DC 20593–
0001 or by calling (202) 267–2978.

Dated: February 4, 2004. 
Steven Poulin, 
Executive Secretary, Shipping Coordinating 
Committee, Department of State.
[FR Doc. 04–3379 Filed 2–13–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4710–07–P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

[Public Notice 4604] 

Shipping Coordinating Committee

SUMMARY: The U.S. Shipping 
Coordinating Committee (SHC) will 
conduct an open meeting at 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 13, 2004 in Room 2415 
at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 
Second Street, SW., Washington, DC. 
The purpose of this meeting is to 
prepare for the Eighty-Eighth Session of 
the International Maritime 
Organization’s (IMO) Legal Committee 
(LEG 88) scheduled from April 19, to 
April 23, 2004. 

The provisional LEG 88 agenda calls 
for the Legal Committee to review the 
Convention for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
Maritime Navigation, 1988, and its 
Protocol of 1988 relating to Fixed 
Platforms Located on the Continental 
Shelf (SUA Convention and Protocol). 
Also the Committee will examine the 
draft Wreck Removal Convention. To be 
addressed as well is the Provision of 
Financial Security which includes a 
progress report on the work of the Joint 
IMO/ILO Ad Hoc Expert Working Group 
on Liability and Compensation 
regarding claims for Death, Personal 
Injury and Abandonment of Seafarers, 
and includes follow-up resolutions 
adopted by the International Conference 
on the Revision of the Athens 
Convention relating to the Carriage of 
Passengers and their Luggage by Sea, 
1974. The Legal Committee will 
examine places of refuge, measures to 
protect crews and passengers against 
crimes committed on vessels, as well as 
monitoring of the implementation of the 
HNS Convention, access of news media 
to the proceedings of institutionalized 
committees, and matters arising from 
the twenty-second extraordinary session 
of the Council and the twenty-third 
regular session of the Assembly. Finally 
the committee will review technical 
cooperation: Subprogramme for 
maritime legislation in addition to 
allotting time to address any other 
issues that may arise on the Legal 
Committee’s work program. 

Members of the public are invited to 
attend the SHC meeting up to the 
seating capacity of the room. To 
facilitate the building security process, 
those who plan to attend should call or 
send an e-mail two days before the 
meeting. Upon request, participating by 
phone may be an option. For further 
information please contact Captain 
Joseph F. Ahern or Lieutenant Martha 
Rodriguez, at U.S. Coast Guard, Office of 
Maritime and International Law (G–
LMI), 2100 Second Street, SW., 

Washington, DC 20593–0001; e-mail 
mrodriguez@comdt.uscg.mil, telephone 
(202) 267–1527; fax (202) 267–4496.

Dated: February 4, 2004. 
Steve Poulin, 
Executive Secretary, Shipping Coordinating 
Committee, Department of State.
[FR Doc. 04–3380 Filed 2–13–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4710–07–P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Request for Comments and Notice of 
Public Hearing Concerning Proposed 
United States-Andean Free Trade 
Agreement

AGENCY: Office of the United States 
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice of intent to initiate 
negotiations on a free trade agreement 
between the United States and 
Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia 
(hereinafter ‘‘the Andean countries’’), 
request for comments, and notice of 
public hearing. 

SUMMARY: The United States intends to 
initiate negotiations with four Andean 
countries on a free trade agreement. The 
interagency Trade Policy Staff 
Committee (TPSC) will convene a 
public hearing and seek public 
comment to assist the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR) in 
amplifying and clarifying negotiating 
objectives for the proposed agreement 
and to provide advice on how specific 
goods and services and other matters 
should be treated under the proposed 
agreement.
DATES: Persons wishing to testify orally 
at the hearing must provide written 
notification of their intention, as well as 
their testimony, by March 10, 2004. A 
hearing will be held in Washington, DC, 
beginning on March 17, 2004, and will 
continue as necessary on subsequent 
days. Written comments are due by 
noon, March 30, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Submissions by electronic 
mail: FR0411@ustr.gov (notice of intent 
to testify and written testimony); 
FR0412@ustr.gov (written comments). 

Submissions by facsimile: Gloria 
Blue, Executive Secretary, Trade Policy 
Staff Committee, at (202) 395–6143. 

The public is strongly encouraged to 
submit documents electronically rather 
than by facsimile. (See requirements for 
submissions below.)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
procedural questions concerning written 
comments or participation in the public 
hearing, contact Gloria Blue, Executive 
Secretary, Trade Policy Staff Committee, 
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at (202) 395–3475. All other questions 
should be directed to Bennett Harman, 
Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade 
Representative for Latin America, at 
(202) 395–9446.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

1. Background 
Under section 2104 of the Bipartisan 

Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002 
(TPA Act) (19 U.S.C. 3804), for 
agreements that will be approved and 
implemented through TPA procedures, 
the President must provide the Congress 
with at least 90 days written notice of 
his intent to enter into negotiations and 
must identify the specific objectives for 
the negotiations. Before and after the 
submission of this notice, the President 
must consult with appropriate 
Congressional committees and the 
Congressional Oversight Group 
regarding the negotiations. Under the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended, the 
President must (i) afford interested 
persons an opportunity to present their 
views regarding any matter relevant to 
any proposed agreement, (ii) designate 
an agency or inter-agency committee to 
hold a public hearing regarding any 
proposed agreement, and (iii) seek the 
advice of the U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) regarding the 
probable economic effects on U.S. 
industries and consumers of the 
removal of tariffs and non-tariff barriers 
on imports pursuant to any proposed 
agreement.

On November 18, 2003, after 
consulting with relevant Congressional 
committees and the Congressional 
Oversight Group, the USTR notified the 
Congress that the President intends to 
initiate free trade agreement 
negotiations with the Andean countries 
and identified specific objectives for the 
negotiations. In addition, the USTR has 
requested the ITC’s probable economic 
effects advice. This notice solicits views 
from the public on these negotiations 
and provides information on a hearing, 
which will be conducted pursuant to 
the requirements of the Trade Act of 
1974. 

2. Public Comments and Testimony 
To assist the Administration as it 

continues to develop its negotiating 
objectives for the proposed agreement, 
the Chairman of the TPSC invites 
written comments and/or oral testimony 
of interested persons at a public hearing. 
Comments and testimony may address 
the reduction or elimination of tariffs or 
non-tariff barriers on any articles 
provided for in the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 
that are products of one of the Andean 
countries, any concession which should 

be sought by the United States, or any 
other matter relevant to the proposed 
agreement. The TPSC invites comments 
and testimony on all of these matters 
and, in particular, seeks comments and 
testimony addressed to: 

(a) General and commodity-specific 
negotiating objectives for the proposed 
agreement. 

(b) Economic costs and benefits to 
U.S. producers and consumers of 
removal of tariffs and non-tariff barriers 
to U.S.-Andean trade. 

(c) Treatment of specific goods 
(described by Harmonized System tariff 
numbers) under the proposed 
agreement, including comments on (1) 
product-specific import or export 
interests or barriers, (2) experience with 
particular measures that should be 
addressed in the negotiations, and (3) in 
the case of articles for which immediate 
elimination of tariffs is not appropriate, 
a recommended staging schedule for 
such elimination. 

(d) Adequacy of existing customs 
measures to ensure Andean origin of 
imported goods, and appropriate rules 
of origin for goods entering the United 
States under the proposed agreement. 

(e) Existing Andean countries’ 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures 
and technical barriers to trade. 

(f) Existing barriers to trade in 
services between the United States and 
the Andean countries that should be 
addressed in the negotiations. 

(g) Relevant trade-related intellectual 
property rights issues that should be 
addressed in the negotiations. 

(h) Relevant commercial and 
investment issues that should be 
addressed in the negotiations. 

(i) Relevant government procurement 
issues that should be addressed in the 
negotiations. 

(j) Relevant environmental issues that 
should be addressed in the negotiations. 

(k) Relevant labor issues that should 
be addressed in the negotiations. 

Comments identifying as present or 
potential trade barriers, laws, or 
regulations that are not primarily trade-
related should address the economic, 
political and social objectives of such 
regulations and the degree to which 
they discriminate against producers of 
the other country. At a later date, the 
USTR, through the TPSC, will publish 
notice of reviews regarding (a) the 
possible environmental effects of the 
proposed agreement and the scope of 
the U.S. environmental review of the 
proposed agreement, and (b) the impact 
of the proposed agreement on U.S. 
employment and labor markets. 

A hearing will be held on March 17, 
2004, in Rooms 1 and 2, 1724 F Street, 
NW., Washington, DC. If necessary, the 

hearing will continue on subsequent 
days. Persons wishing to testify at the 
hearing must provide written 
notification of their intention by March 
10, 2004. The notification should 
include: (1) The name, address, and 
telephone number of the person 
presenting the testimony; and (2) a short 
(one or two paragraph) summary of the 
presentation, including the subject 
matter and, as applicable, the product(s) 
(with HTSUS numbers), service 
sector(s), or other subjects (such as 
investment, intellectual property and/or 
government procurement) to be 
discussed. A copy of the testimony must 
accompany the notification. Remarks at 
the hearing should be limited to no 
more than five minutes to allow for 
possible questions from the TPSC. 
Persons with mobility impairments who 
will need special assistance in gaining 
access to the hearing should contact the 
TPSC Executive Secretary. 

Interested persons, including persons 
who participate in the hearing, may 
submit written comments by noon, 
March 30, 2004. Written comments may 
include rebuttal points demonstrating 
errors of fact or analysis not pointed out 
in the hearing. All written comments 
must state clearly the position taken, 
describe with particularity the 
supporting rationale, and be in English. 
The first page of written comments must 
specify the subject matter, including, as 
applicable, the product(s) (with HTSUS 
numbers), service sector(s), or other 
subjects (such as investment, 
intellectual property and/or government 
procurement).

3. Requirements for Submissions 
In order to facilitate prompt 

processing of submissions, the Office of 
the United States Trade Representative 
strongly urges and prefers electronic (e-
mail) submissions in response to this 
notice. In the event that an e-mail 
submission is impossible, submissions 
should be made by facsimile. 

Persons making submissions by e-
mail should use the following subject 
line: ’’United States—Andean Free 
Trade Agreement’’ followed by (as 
appropriate) ’’Notice of Intent to 
Testify,’’ ’’Testimony, or ’’Written 
Comments.’’ Documents should be 
submitted as either WordPerfect, 
SWord, or text (.TXT) files. Supporting 
documentation submitted as 
spreadsheets are acceptable as Quattro 
Pro or Excel. For any document 
containing business confidential 
information submitted electronically, 
the file name of the business 
confidential version should begin with 
the characters ‘‘BC–’’, and the file name 
of the public version should begin with 
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the characters ‘‘P–’’. The ‘‘P–’’ or
‘‘BC–’’ should be followed by the name 
of the submitter. Persons who make 
submissions by e-mail should not 
provide separate cover letters; 
information that might appear in a cover 
letter should be included in the 
submission itself. To the extent 
possible, any attachments to the 
submission should be included in the 
same file as the submission itself, and 
not as separate files. 

Written comments, notice of 
testimony, and testimony will be placed 
in a file open to public inspection 
pursuant to 15 CFR 2003.5, except 
business confidential information 
exempt from public inspection in 
accordance with 15 CFR 2003.6. 
Business confidential information 
submitted in accordance with 15 CFR 
2003.6 must be clearly marked 
‘‘Business Confidential’’ at the top of 
each page, including any cover letter or 
cover page, and must be accompanied 
by a nonconfidential summary of the 
confidential information. All public 
documents and nonconfidential 
summaries shall be available for public 
inspection in the USTR Reading Room. 
The USTR Reading Room is open to the 
public, by appointment only, from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. An 
appointment to review the file must be 
scheduled at least 48 hours in advance 
and may be made by calling (202) 395–
6186. 

General information concerning the 
Office of the United States Trade 
Representative may be obtained by 
accessing its Internet Web site (http://
www.ustr.gov).

Carmen Suro-Bredie, 
Chairman, Trade Policy Staff Committee.
[FR Doc. 04–3390 Filed 2–13–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3190–W3–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Intent To Rule on Application 
To Use the Revenue From a Passenger 
Facility Charge (PFC) at Little Rock 
National Airport, Little Rock, AR

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of intent to rule on 
application. 

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes to rule and 
invites public comment on the 
application to use the revenue from a 
PFC at Little Rock National Airport 
under the provisions of the Aviation 
Safety and Capacity Expansion Act of 

1990 (Title IX of the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1990) (Public Law 
101–508) and Part 158 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 158).
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before March 18, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Comments on this 
application may be mailed or delivered 
in triplicate copies to the FAA at the 
following address: Mr. G. Thomas 
Wade, Federal Aviation Administration, 
Southwest Region, Airports Division, 
Planning and Programming Branch, 
ASW–611, Fort Worth, Texas 76193–
0610. 

In addition, one copy of any 
comments submitted to the FAA must 
be mailed or delivered to Ms. Deborah 
H. Schwartz, Executive Director, Little 
Rock National Airport, at the following 
address: Ms. Deborah H. Schwartz, 
Executive Director, Little Rock National 
Airport, One Airport Drive, Little Rock 
Arkansas 72202–4489. 

Air carriers and foreign air carriers 
may submit copies of the written 
comments previously provided to the 
Airport under section 158.23 of part 
158.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
G. Thomas Wade, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Southwest Region, 
Airports Division, Planning and 
Programming Branch, ASW–611, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76193–0610, (817) 222–
5613. 

The application may be reviewed in 
person at this same location.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
proposes to rule and invites public 
comment on the application to impose 
and use the revenue from a PFC at Little 
Rock National Airport under the 
provisions of the Aviation Safety and 
Capacity Expansion Act of 1990 (Title 
IX of the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1990) (Public Law 
101–508) and part 158 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 158). 

On January 26, 2004, the FAA 
determined that the application to use 
the revenue from a PFC submitted by 
the Airport was substantially complete 
within the requirements of section 
158.25 of part 158. The FAA will 
approve or disapprove the application, 
in whole or in part, no later than May 
25, 2004. 

The following is a brief overview of 
the application. 

Level of the proposed PFC: N/A. 
Proposed charge effective date: N/A. 
Proposed charge expiration date: N/A. 
Total estiamted PFC revenue: 

$4,643,000. 
PFC application number: 04–04–U–

00–LIT. 

Brief description of proposed 
project(s): 

Project To Impose and Use PFC’s 
1. Runway 4R–22L Extension; 

Roosevelt Road and Grundfest Drive 
Relocations. 

Proposed class or classes of air 
carriers to be exempted from collecting 
PFC: N/A. 

Any person may inspect the 
application in person at the FAA office 
listed above under FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT and at the FAA 
regional Airports office located at: 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
Southwest Region, Airports Division, 
Planning and Programming Branch, 
ASW–610, 2601 Meacham Boulevard, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76137–4298. 

In addition, any person may, upon 
request, inspect the application, notice 
and other documents germane to the 
application in person at Little Rock 
National Airport.

Issued in Forth Worth, Texas on January 
29, 2004. 
Naomi L. Saunders, 
Manager, Airports Division.
[FR Doc. 04–3398 Filed 2–13–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration 

Proposed Agency Information 
Collection Activities; Comment 
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
Comments. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice 
announces that the Information 
Collection Requirements (ICRs) 
abstracted below have been forwarded 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and comment. The 
ICRs describes the nature of the 
information collection and their 
expected burden. The Federal Register 
notice with a 60-day comment period 
soliciting comments on the following 
collections of information was 
published on December 11, 2003 (68 FR 
69119).
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before March 18, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Robert Brogan, Office of Planning and 
Evaluation Division, RRS–21, Federal 
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont 
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 25, Washington, 
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