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Standard and Guidelines made through
the Northwest Forest Plan and later
adopted through the Medford District
Resource Management Plan. Alternative
G, the Preferred Alternative, has been
determined to be consistent with the
Northwest Forest Plan and Medford
District Resource Management Plan.

Timothy B. Reuwsaat,

Medford District Manager.

[FR Doc. 04—2049 Filed 1-29-04; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intent To Prepare a Resource
Management Plan and Associated
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Kobuk-Seward Peninsula Planning
Area

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Intent to prepare a
Resource Management Plan (RMP) with
an associated Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Kobuk-Seward
Peninsula planning area in western
Alaska.

SUMMARY: This document provides
notice that the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) intends to prepare
an RMP for the Kobuk-Seward
Peninsula planning area, which
includes public lands and resources
managed by the Northern Field Office.
This action will require a single EIS.
The planning area includes
approximately 13 million acres of BLM-
administered lands in western Alaska
and encompasses the area from Point
Lay south to the Norton Sound, and
from the Bering and Chukchi seas east
to the Kobuk River. It includes the
Seward Peninsula east to the Nulato
Hills. The plan will fulfill the needs and
obligations set forth by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA), and BLM management
policies. The BLM will work
collaboratively with interested parties to
identify the management decisions that
are best suited to local, regional, and
national needs and concerns. The public
scoping process will identify planning
issues and develop planning criteria.
DATES: The public scoping period will
begin upon publication of this notice.
Formal scoping will end 90 days after
publication of this notice. Comments on
issues and planning criteria can be
submitted in writing to the address

listed below. All public meetings will be
announced through the local news
media and the BLM Web site (http://
aurora.ak.blm.gov/) at least 15 days
prior to the event. The minutes and list
of attendees for each meeting will be
available to the public and open for 30
days to any participants who wish to
clarify the views they expressed.

Public Participation: Public meetings
will be held throughout the plan
scoping and preparation period. In order
to ensure local community participation
and input, public meetings will be held
in several communities within the
planning area. Early participation is
encouraged and will help determine the
future management of BLM-
administered lands within the planning
area. In addition to the ongoing public
participation process, formal
opportunities for public participation
will be provided through comment on
the alternatives and upon publication of
the BLM draft RMP/EIS.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to: Field Manager, Kobuk-
Seward Peninsula Resource
Management Planning, Bureau of Land
Management, Northern Field Office,
1150 University Avenue, Fairbanks,
Alaska, 99709-3844; Fax (907)-474—
2282. Comments, including names and
street addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the
Northern Field Office during regular
business hours 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays, and may be published as part
of the EIS. Individual respondents may
request confidentiality. If you wish to
withhold your name or street address
from public review or from disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act,
you must state this prominently at the
beginning of your written comment.
Such requests will be honored to the
extent allowed by law. All submissions
from organizations and businesses, and
from individuals identifying themselves
as representatives or officials or
organizations or businesses, will be
available for public inspection in their
entirety.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information and/or to have your
name added to our mailing list, contact
Jeanie Cole by telephone at (907) 474—
2340 or via e-mail at
jeanie_cole@blm.gov.

Dated: January 12, 2004.
Susan M. Will,
Acting Manager, Northern Field Office.
[FR Doc. 04-2050 Filed 1-29-04; 8:45 am]
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Meeting of the California Desert
District Advisory Council

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, in
accordance with Public Laws 92—-463
and 94-579, that the California Desert
District Advisory Council to the Bureau
of Land Management, U.S. Department
of the Interior, will participate in a field
tour of the BLM-administered public
lands on Friday, April 23, 2004, from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., and meet in formal
session on Saturday, April 24, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The Saturday meeting
will be held at the Needles City Council
Chambers, located 1111 Bailey, Needles,
California.

The Council and interested members
of the public will assemble for a field
tour at the parking lot of the Best
Western Colorado River Inn at 7:45 a.m.
and depart 8 a.m. The Inn is located at
2371 West Broadway in Needles,
California. Tour stops will include a
dedication of a Route 66 interpretive
display and a BLM grazing allotment.
Presentations and discussions will focus
on current grazing management and
proposed revisions to the grazing
regulations. The public is welcome to
participate in the tour, but should plan
on providing their own transportation,
drinks, and lunch.

Agenda items for the Saturday
Council meeting will include an update
on the West Mojave Plan, reports by
Council members serving on the grazing
technical review team (TRT) and the
Imperial Sand Dunes TRT, Council
recommendations to Secretary of the
Interior Gail Norton regarding the
proposed revisions of BLM’s grazing
regulations, an overview to the Desert
Manager’s Group annual work plan, and
a tentative presentation on the Clark
County (Nevada) Habitat Conservation
Plan.

All Desert District Advisory Council
meetings are open to the public. Time
for public comment may be made
available by the Council Chairman
during the presentation of various
agenda items, and is scheduled at the
end of the meeting for topics not on the
agenda.

Written comments may be filed in
advance of the meeting for the
California Desert District Advisory
Council, ¢/o Bureau of Land
Management, Public Affairs Office,
22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos,
Moreno Valley, California 92553.
Written comments also are accepted at
the time of the meeting and, if copies
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