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Special Attention Service Bulletin 737-25—
1430, dated February 22, 2001: Within 36
months after the effective date of this AD,
perform a general visual inspection for
incorrectly crimped hinge assemblies, in
accordance with Part 2 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing
Special Attention Service Bulletin 737-25—
1430, Revision 1, dated April 10, 2003. If any
hinge assembly is not correctly crimped,
perform corrective action before further flight
in accordance with Revision 1 of the service
bulletin.

Note 1: For the purposes of this AD, a
general visual inspection is defined as: “A
visual examination of an interior or exterior
area, installation, or assembly to detect
obvious damage, failure, or irregularity. This
level of inspection is made from within
touching distance unless otherwise specified.
A mirror may be necessary to enhance visual
access to all exposed surfaces in the
inspection area. This level of inspection is
made under normally available lighting
conditions such as daylight, hangar lighting,
flashlight, or droplight and may require
removal or opening of access panels or doors.
Stands, ladders, or platforms may be required
to gain proximity to the area being checked.”

Part Installation

(c) As of the effective date of this AD, when
replacing a hinge assembly, no person may
install a hinge assembly, part number
65C30431-6 or 65C30431-7, on any airplane.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(d) In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, the
Manager, Seattle Aircraft Certification Office,
FAA, is authorized to approve alternative
methods of compliance for this AD.

Incorporation by Reference

(e) The actions shall be done in accordance
with Boeing Special Attention Service
Bulletin 737-25-1430, Revision 1, dated
April 10, 2003. This incorporation by
reference was approved by the Director of the
Federal Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be
obtained from Boeing Commercial Airplanes,
P.O. Box 3707, Seattle, Washington 98124—
2207. Copies may be inspected at the FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at the
Office of the Federal Register, 800 North
Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington,
DC.

Effective Date

(f) This amendment becomes effective on
March 5, 2004.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on January
20, 2004.
Kalene C. Yanamura,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04-1914 Filed 1-29-04; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD);
applicable to certain Bombardier Model
DHC-8-400, —401, and —402 airplanes;
that requires replacing certain flight
guidance modules with improved
modules, and certain flight control
electronic control units with improved
units. This action is necessary to
prevent loss of the autopilot or manual
pitch trim, which may increase the
workload of the flightcrew and, under
certain conditions, could result in
reduced controllability of the airplane.
This action is intended to address the
identified unsafe condition.

DATES: Effective March 5, 2004.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of March 5,
2004.

ADDRESSES: The service information
referenced in this AD may be obtained
from Bombardier, Inc., Bombardier
Regional Aircraft Division, 123 Garratt
Boulevard, Downsview, Ontario M3K
1Y5, Canada. This information may be
examined at the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, Rules Docket,
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington; at the FAA, New York
Aircraft Certification Office, 1600
Stewart Avenue, Westbury, New York;
or at the Office of the Federal Register,
800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite
700, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ezra
Sasson, Aerospace Engineer, Systems
and Flight Test Branch, ANE-172, FAA,
New York Aircraft Certification Office,
1600 Stewart Avenue, Westbury, New
York 11590; telephone (516) 228-7320;
fax (516) 794-5531.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
include an airworthiness directive (AD)
that is applicable to certain Bombardier

Model DHC-8-400, —401, and —402
airplanes, was published in the Federal
Register on November 18, 2003 (68 FR
65003). That action proposed to require
replacing certain flight guidance
modules (FGMs) with improved
modules, and certain flight control
electronic control units (FCECUs) with
improved units.

Comments

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the
making of this amendment. No
comments were submitted in response
to the proposal or the FAA’s
determination of the cost to the public.

Conclusion

The FAA has determined that air
safety and the public interest require the
adoption of the rule as proposed.

Cost Impact

We estimate that 12 airplanes of U.S.
registry will be affected by the required
replacement of FGMs, that it will take
approximately 1 work hour per airplane
to accomplish this replacement, and
that the average labor rate is $65 per
work hour. Required parts will be
provided at no charge. Based on these
figures, the cost impact of this
requirement on U.S. operators is
estimated to be $780, or $65 per
airplane.

We estimate that 15 airplanes of U.S.
registry will be affected by the required
replacement of the FCECUs, that it will
take approximately 4 work hours per
airplane to accomplish this required
replacement, and that the average labor
rate is $65 per work hour. Required
parts will be provided at no charge.
Based on these figures, the cost impact
of this requirement on U.S. operators is
estimated to be $3,900, or $260 per
airplane.

The cost impact figures discussed
above are based on assumptions that no
operator has yet accomplished any of
the requirements of this AD action, and
that no operator would accomplish
those actions in the future if this AD
were not adopted. The cost impact
figures discussed in AD rulemaking
actions represent only the time
necessary to perform the specific actions
actually required by the AD. These
figures typically do not include
incidental costs, such as the time
required to gain access and close up,
planning time, or time necessitated by
other administrative actions. The
manufacturer may cover the cost of
replacement parts associated with this
AD, subject to warranty conditions. As
a result, the costs attributable to the AD
may be less than stated above.
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Regulatory Impact

The regulations adopted herein will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national Government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, it is
determined that this final rule does not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this action (1) is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3)
will not have a significant economic
impact, positive or negative, on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has
been prepared for this action and it is
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it may be obtained from the Rules
Docket at the location provided under
the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

= Accordingly, pursuant to the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the Federal Aviation Administration
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

» 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

= 2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive:

2004-02-05 Bombardier, Inc. (Formerly de
Havilland, Inc.): Amendment 39—13440.
Docket 2002—-NM-311-AD.

Applicability: Model DHC-8-400, —401,
and —402 airplanes; certificated in any
category; having serial numbers (S/Ns) 4001
through 4065 inclusive.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent loss of the autopilot or manual
pitch trim, which may increase the workload
of the flightcrew and, under certain
conditions, could result in reduced
controllability of the airplane, accomplish
the following:

Replacement of Flight Guidance Modules

(a) For airplanes with S/Ns 4001 through
4003 inclusive and 4005 through 4058
inclusive: Within 60 days after the effective
date of this AD, replace flight guidance
modules (FGMs) FGM1 and FGM2, part
number (P/N) C12429AA06, with improved
FGMs, P/N C12429AA07, and perform a
Return-to-Service procedure, per Bombardier
Service Bulletin 84—22—-04, Revision ‘B,’
dated April 17, 2002.

Note 1: Bombardier Service Bulletin 84—
22-04, Revision ‘B,’ refers to Thales Service
Bulletin C12429A-22-003, dated November
29, 2001, as an additional source of service
information for modifying FGMs from P/N
C12429AA06 to P/N C12429AA07. The
Thales service bulletin is included in the
Bombardier service bulletin.

Replacement of Flight Control Electronic
Control Units

(b) For all airplanes: Within 8 months after
the effective date of this AD, replace flight
control electronic control units (FCECUs), P/
N 398500-1001 or —1003, with improved
FCECUs, P/N 398500-1005, and perform a
Return-to-Service procedure, per Bombardier
Service Bulletin 84—27-14, Revision ‘A,
dated April 2, 2002.

Note 2: Bombardier Service Bulletin 84—
27-14, Revision ‘A, refers to Parker Service
Bulletin 398500-27-235, dated January 9,
2002, as an additional source of service
information for modifying FCECUs from P/N
398500—-1001 or —1003 to P/N 398500-1005.
The Parker service bulletin is included in the
Bombardier service bulletin.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(c) In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, the
Manager, New York Aircraft Certification
Office (ACO), FAA, is authorized to approve
alternative methods of compliance for this
AD.

Incorporation by Reference

(d) The actions shall be done in accordance
with Bombardier Service Bulletin 84—22-04,
Revision ‘B,” dated April 17, 2002; and
Bombardier Service Bulletin 84-27-14,
Revision ‘A, dated April 2, 2002; as
applicable. This incorporation by reference
was approved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
from Bombardier, Inc., Bombardier Regional
Aircraft Division, 123 Garratt Boulevard,
Downsview, Ontario M3K 1Y5, Canada.
Copies may be inspected at the FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; at the
FAA, New York Aircraft Certification Office,
1600 Stewart Avenue, Westbury, New York;
or at the Office of the Federal Register, 800
North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700,
Washington, DC.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Canadian airworthiness directive CF—
2002-25, dated April 25, 2002.

Effective Date

(e) This amendment becomes effective on
March 5, 2004.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on January
20, 2004.

Kalene C. Yanamura,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 04—1910 Filed 1-29-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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Use of Direct Final Rulemaking

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Office of the Secretary of
Transportation (OST) is implementing a
rulemaking procedure that will expedite
the processing of noncontroversial
changes to its regulations. OST will
publish rules that the Secretary judges
to be noncontroversial and unlikely to
result in adverse public comment as
“direct final” rules. Such direct final
rules will advise the public that no
adverse comment is anticipated, and
that, unless written adverse comment or
written notice of intent to submit
adverse comment is received, the rule
will become effective a specified
number of days after the date it is
published in the Federal Register. This
new procedure should expedite the
promulgation of routine or otherwise
noncontroversial rules by reducing the
time necessary to develop, review, clear,
and publish separate proposed and final
rules where OST receives no public
comment. This rule also corrects the
applicability section to remove
reference to modal administrations that
now have their own rulemaking
procedures. These changes are made on
the initiative of OST.

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 1, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Neil
Eisner, Assistant General Counsel for
Regulation and Enforcement, Office of
the General Counsel, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 400 7th Street, SW.,
Room 10424, Washington, DC 20590.
(202) 366-4723.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

In an August 4, 1995, Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), 60 FR
39919, OST proposed adopting direct
final rulemaking procedures for the
promulgation of specified categories of
rules it expects to be noncontroversial
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