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ACTION: Notice of Advisory Committee
Meeting Cancellations.

SUMMARY: On Thursday, September 11,
2003 (68 FR 53597) the Department of
Defense announced closed meetings of
the Defense Science Board Task Force
on Patriot Systems Performance. The
meetings scheduled for January 7-8,
2004, were cancelled.

Dated: January 5, 2004.
Patricia L. Toppings,
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.
[FR Doc. 04-506 Filed 1-9-04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 5001-06-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Strategic Environmental Research and
Development Program, Scientific
Advisory Board

AGENCY: Department of Defense.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with section
10(a)(2) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—-463),
announcement is made of the following
Committee meeting:

DATES: March 30, 2004 from 0800 a.m.
to 12:10 p.m.; March 31, 2004 from 0800
a.m. to 15:30 p.m. and April 1, 2004
from 0800 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The Shelter Pointe Hotel
and Marina, 1551 Shelter Island Drive,
San Diego, CA 92106.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Veronica Rice, SERDP Program Office,
901 North Stuart Street, Suite 303,
Arlington, VA or by telephone at (703)
696-2119.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Matters To Be Considered

Research and Development proposals
and continuing projects requesting
Strategic Environmental Research and
Development Program funds in excess
of $1M will be reviewed.

The meeting is open to the public.
Any interested person may attend,
appear before, or file statements with
the Scientific Advisory Board at the
time and in the manner permitted by the
Board.

Dated: January 5, 2004.
Patricia L. Toppings,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 04-507 Filed 1-9-04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 5001-06-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for a
Proposed Water Treatment Residuals
Management Process for the
Washington Agqueduct, Washington,
DC

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DOD.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The Washington Aqueduct
seeks to plan and create a water
treatment residuals management process
that will comply with the standards
established in National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Permit DC0000019 and will allow for
continued safe, reliable, and cost
effective production of drinking water.
Washington Aqueduct generates
residual solids, a byproduct of
producing drinking water, and currently
periodically discharges this material to
the Potomac River. The residuals consist
of river sediment and solid materials
generated by adding coagulant as part of
the drinking water treatment process.
NPDES Permit DC0000019 includes
effluent standards for the discharge of
the water treatment residuals that
cannot be achieved by the current
Washington Aqueduct residual
management process.

This notice advises the public that
pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended,
Washington Aqueduct, which operates
the Dalecarlia and McMillan Water
Treatment Plants, will prepare a
combined Feasibility Study/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. The
combined studies will identify, analyze,
and evaluate alternatives for reducing or
eliminating the discharge of water
treatment residuals from the Dalecarlia
Water Treatment Plant and Georgetown
Reservoir to the Potomac River in order
to comply with NPDES Permit
DC0000019, effective April 15, 2003,
and a Federal Facility Compliance
Agreement, signed June 12, 2003. In
addition, Washington Aqueduct will
consider alternate methods of managing
the Potomac River sediment that
accumulates in the Dalecarlia Reservoir.
DATES: A public scoping meeting will be
held on Wednesday, January 28, 2004
between 7 and 9 p.m. at St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church and Day School, 4700
Whitehaven Parkway, NW.,
Washington, DC 20007-1586. Directions
are available at http://

washingtonaqueduct.
nab.usace.army.mil.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about the proposed action
and the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) can be addressed to:
Michael C. Peterson, (202) 764—0025,
michael.c.peterson@usace.army.mil,
Environmental Engineer, Washington
Aqueduct Division, Baltimore District,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 5900
MacArthur Boulevard, Washington, DC
20016.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Background

Washington Aqueduct operates the
Dalecarlia and McMillan Water
Treatment Plants in Washington, DC,
which provide potable water to over one
million persons in the District of
Columbia and Northern Virginia. Raw
water diverted from the Potomac River
is collected in the Dalecarlia Reservoir,
where river sediment settles naturally.
The sediment periodically dredged from
the Dalecarlia Reservoir is not returned
to the Potomac River.

Raw water flows from the Dalecarlia
Reservoir to the Dalecarlia Water
Treatment Plant and also via the
Georgetown Reservoir to the McMillan
Water Treatment Plant. Aluminum
sulfate, the chemical used for
coagulation, is added from the
Dalecarlia Plant to the raw water for
both the Dalecarlia and McMillan Water
Treatment Plants. Chemically included
sedimentation takes place in four basins
at the Dalecarlia Water Treatment Plant
and two basins at the Georgetown
Reservoir. The Dalecarlia facility
employs 36 rapid dual media filters and
the McMillan facility is equipped with
12 rapid dual media filters. Except for
the filter backwash water at the
McMillan Water Treatment Plant, which
is recycled to the McMillan Reservoir,
and the filter backwash water at the
Dalecarlia Water Treatment Plant,
which is recycled to the Dalecarlia
Reservoir, all sedimentation residuals
are currently returned to the Potomac
River.

2. Regulatory Mandate

In the recently issued NPDES permit,
the Environmental Protection Agency
has significantly reduced the allowable
concentration of residuals that
Washington Aqueduct can discharge to
the Potomac. This change in the permit
requires Washington Aqueduct to
evaluate alternate methods of residuals
collection, processing, conveyance, and
disposal. Washington Aqueduct and
Environmental Protection Agency
Region III entered into a Federal Facility
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Compliance Agreement to allow
Washington Aqueduct to continue to
produce drinking water while
developing and implementing a new
residuals management process. The
Federal Facilities Compliance
Agreement contains deadlines for
various compliance milestones
including the following NEPA
documents (deadline in parentheses):

 Description of Proposed Actions
and Alternatives submitted to
Environmental Protection Agency
Region IIT (May 28, 2004)

¢ Draft Environmental Impact
Statement submitted to Environmental
Protection Agency Region III (December
20, 2004)

* Final Record of Decision submitted
to Environmental Protection Agency
Region III (June 3, 2005)

3. Objectives of Proposed Action

The objectives of the proposed
residuals management process are as
follows, not necessarily in order of
precedence (measurement indicators in
parentheses):

e To allow Washington Aqueduct to
achieve complete compliance with
NPDES Permit DC00000019 and all
other federal and local regulations.

» To design a process that will not
impact current or future production of
safe drinking water reliably for the
Washington Aqueduct customers. (Peak
design flow of drinking water)

» Toreduce, if possible, the quantity
of solids generated by the water
treatment process through optimized
coagulation or other means. (Mass or
volume of solids generated)

* To minimize, if possible, impacts
on various local or regional stakeholders
and minimize impacts on the
environment. (Traffic, noise, pollutants,
etc.)

» To design a process that is cost-
effective in design, implementation, and
operation. (Capital, operations, and
maintenance expenses)

4. Alternatives

Various alternatives will be
considered that include, but are not
limited to, different methods of
collection, processing, conveyance, and
disposal of the residuals as well as the
no action alternative. Processing will be
evaluated at both onsite and offsite
facilities. Conveyance and disposal
options are anticipated to include
discharging to the sewer, barging to a
remote processing or disposal site,
trucking to a remote disposal site,
pumping to a remote processing facility,
and dewatering onsite and disposing in
a dedicated monofill.

The alternatives evaluated in the DEIS
will be analyzed in depth in areas to
include, but not limited to, predicted
changes to air quality, aquatic resources,
terrestrial and wetland resources,
cultural resources, traffic, solid and
toxic waste, and infrastructure as well
as any environmental justice concerns.
Cumulative, secondary, indirect and
other associated impacts will be
evaluated.

5. Scoping Process

The participation of all affected and
interested federal, state, and local
agencies, environmental and
neighborhood groups, Indian tribes, and
individuals is welcome and encouraged.
Anyone wishing to contribute ideas or
information may submit a comment to
the contact above during the 30 day
scoping period that immediately follows
the publication of this notice.
Alternatively, comments will be
collected online at http://
washingtonaqueduct.
nab.ussace.army.mil. Comments and
other information can also be presented
at the public scoping meeting (see
DATES).

6. Availability of the DEIS

The Washington Aqueduct anticipates
the DEIS will be made available to the
public in October 2004.

Dated: January 5, 2004.

Thomas P. Jacobus,

Chief, Washington Aqueduct.

[FR Doc. 04—441 Filed 1-9-04; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3710-41-M

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES
SAFETY BOARD

Sunshine Act Meeting

Pursuant to the provisions of the
“Government in the Sunshine Act” (5
U.S.C. 552b), notice is hereby given of
the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board’s (Board) meeting described
below. The Board will also conduct a
series of public hearings pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 2286b and invites any interested
persons or groups to present any
comments, technical information, or
data concerning safety issues related to
the matters to be considered.

TIME AND DATE OF MEETING: 9 a.m.,
February 3, 2004.

PLACE: Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board, Public Hearing Room, 625
Indiana Avenue NW., Suite 300,
Washington, DC 20004-2001.
Additionally, as a part of the Board’s E-
Government initiative, the meeting will
be presented live through Internet video

streaming. A link to the presentation
will be available on the Board’s Web site
(http://www.dnfsb.gov).
STATUS: Open. While the Government in
the Sunshine Act does not require that
the scheduled discussion be conducted
in a meeting, the Board has determined
that an open meeting in this specific
case furthers the public interests
underlying both the Sunshine Act and
the Board’s enabling legislation.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: The Board
has been reviewing the Department of
Energy’s (DOE) current oversight and
management of the contracts and
contractors it relies upon to accomplish
the mission assigned to DOE under the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.
We will focus on what impact, if any,
DOE’s new initiatives may have or
might have had upon assuring adequate
protection of the health and safety of the
public and workers at DOE’s defense
nuclear facilities. The seventh public
meeting will collect information needed
to understand and address any health or
safety concerns that may require Board
action. This will include, but is not
limited to, presentations by the
Department of Energy and the National
Nuclear Security Administration
(NNSA) to explain their contract
management and oversight initiatives.
The Board has identified several key
areas that will be examined in public
meetings. In the February 3rd meeting,
the Board will hear from DOE’s Office
of Environment, Safety, and Health
concerning its roles and responsibilities
in the oversight process, and from
NNSA regarding its review of applicable
lessons learned from the Columbia
Accident Investigation Board Report.
The Board will continue to explore in
more depth Federal management and
oversight policies being developed by
DOE and NNSA for defense nuclear
facilities. The information gathered will
explore Federal contract management
and oversight experience and will
provide relevant reference experience.
The public hearing portion is
independently authorized by 42 U.S.C.
2286b.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kenneth M. Pusateri, General Manager,
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board,
625 Indiana Avenue NW., Suite 700,
Washington, DC 20004-2901, (800) 788—
4016. This is a toll-free number.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Requests
to speak at the hearing may be
submitted in writing or by telephone.
The Board asks that commentators
describe the nature and scope of their
oral presentation. Those who contact
the Board prior to close of business on
February 2, 2004, will be scheduled for
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