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January 23, 2004, no witnesses are
scheduled to appear at the hearing, the
hearing will be canceled. Any person
interested in attending the hearing as an
observer or non-participant may call the
Secretary (202—205-2000) after January
23, 2004, to determine whether the
hearing will be held. This will be a joint
hearing at which the Commission will
also take testimony in connection with
its investigations U.S.-Andean Countries
Free Trade Agreement: Advice
Concerning the Probable Economic
Effect of Providing Duty-Free Treatment
for Imports (investigation Nos. TA-131—
28 and TA-2104-10).

Statements and Briefs: In lieu of or in
addition to participating in the hearing,
interested parties are invited to submit
written statements or briefs concerning
the investigation in accordance with the
requirements in the “Submissions”
section below. Any prehearing briefs or
statements should be filed not later than
5:15 p.m., January 26, 2004; the
deadline for filing post-hearing briefs or
statements is 5:15 p.m., February 17,
2004. To be assured of consideration by
the Commission, written statements
relating to the Commission’s report
should be submitted to the Commission
at the earliest practical date and should
be received no later than the close of
business on February 17, 2004.

Submissions: All written submissions
including requests to appear at the
hearing, statements, and briefs should
be addressed to the Secretary, United
States International Trade Commission,
500 E Street, SW., Washington, DC
20436. All written submissions must
conform with the provisions of section
201.8 of the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure (19 CFR 201.8);
any submissions that contain
confidential business information must
also conform with the requirements of
section 201.6 of the Commission’s Rules
of Practice and Procedure (19 CFR
201.6). Section 201.8 of the rules require
that a signed original (or a copy
designated as an original) and fourteen
(14) copies of each document be filed.
In the event that confidential treatment
of the document is requested, at least
four (4) additional copies must be filed,
in which the confidential information
must be deleted. Section 201.6 of the
rules require that the cover of the
document and the individual pages be
clearly marked as to whether they are
the “confidential” or ‘“nonconfidential”
version, and that the confidential
business information be clearly
identified by means of brackets.

The Commission’s rules do not
authorize filing submissions with the
Secretary by facsimile or electronic
means, except to the extent permitted by

section 201.8 of the Commission’s Rules
(19 CFR 201.8) (see Handbook for
Electronic Filing Procedures, ftp://
ftp.usitc.gov/pub/reports/
electronic_filing_handbook.pdf).
Persons with questions regarding
electronic filing should contact the
Secretary (202—205-2000 or
edis@usitc.gov).

All written submissions, except for
confidential business information, will
be made available for inspection by
interested parties. Accordingly, any
confidential business information
received by the Commission in these
investigations and used in preparing the
report will not be published in a manner
that would reveal the operations of the
firm supplying the information.

The public record for these
investigations may be viewed on the
Commission’s electronic docket (EDIS)
at http://edis.usitc.gov. Hearing-
impaired individuals are advised that
information on this matter can be
obtained by contacting our TDD
terminal on (202) 205-1810. Persons
with mobility impairments who will
need special assistance in gaining access
to the Commission should contact the
Office of the Secretary at 202—205-2000.

List of Subjects
Panama, imports, and tariffs.
Issued: December 24, 2003.
By order of the Commission.
Marilyn R. Abbett,
Secretary to the Commission.
[FR Doc. 03—-32241 Filed 12—-30-03; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 7020-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms,
and Explosives

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comments Requested

ACTION: 30-Day notice of information
collection under review: Extension of a
currently approved collection; release
and receipt of imported firearms,
ammunition and implements of war.

The Department of Justice (DOJ),
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) has submitted the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. The proposed
information collection is published to
obtain comments from the public and
affected agencies. This proposed
information collection was previously

published in the Federal Register
Volume 68, Number 200, pages 59637
on October 16, 2003, allowing for a 60
day comment period.

The purpose of this notice is to allow
for an additional 30 days for public
comment until January 30, 2004. This
process is conducted in accordance with
5 CFR 1320.10.

Written comments and/or suggestions
regarding the items contained in this
notice, especially the estimated public
burden and associated response time,
should be directed to The Office of
Management and Budget, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Attention Department of Justice Desk
Officer, Washington, DC 20503.
Additionally, comments may be
submitted to OMB via facsimile to (202)
395-5806. Written comments and
suggestions from the public and affected
agencies concerning the proposed
collection of information are
encouraged. Your comments should
address one or more of the following
four points:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Overview of This Information
Collection

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Extension of a currently approved
collection.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection:
Release and Receipt of Imported
Firearms, Ammunition and Implements
of War.

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the
Department of Justice sponsoring the
collection: Form Number: ATF F 6A
(5330.3C). Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, Department of
Justice.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief
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abstract: Primary: Individuals or
households. Other: Business or other
for-profit, Not-for-profit institutions.
The data provided by this information
collection request is used by ATF to
determine if articles imported meet the
statutory and regulatory criteria for
importation and if the articles shown on
the permit application have been
actually imported.

(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond: It is estimated that 20,000
respondents will complete a 24-minute
form.

(6) An estimate of the total public
burden (in hours) associated with the
collection: There are 8,000 estimated
annual total burden hours associated
with this collection.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brenda E. Dyer, Deputy Clearance
Officer, United States Department of
Justice, Policy and Planning Staff,
Justice Management Division, Suite
1600, Patrick Henry Building, 601 D
Street NW., Washington, DC 20530.

Dated: December 19, 2003.
Brenda E. Dyer,

Deputy Clearance Officer, United States
Department of Justice.

[FR Doc. 03—32143 Filed 12—30-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-FY-M

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Employee Benefits Security
Administration

[Prohibited Transaction Exemption 2003—
39; Application No. D-11100]

Class Exemption for the Release of
Claims and Extensions of Credit in
Connection With Litigation

AGENCY: Employee Benefits Security
Administration, Department of Labor.

ACTION: Grant of class exemption.

SUMMARY: This document contains a
final class exemption from certain
prohibited transaction restrictions of the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 (ERISA or the Act) and from
certain taxes imposed by the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the
Code). The exemption permits
transactions engaged in by a plan, in
connection with the settlement of
litigation. This exemption was proposed
in response to concerns raised by the
pension community regarding the
impact of ERISA’s prohibited
transaction provisions on the settlement
of litigation by employee benefit plans
with parties in interest. The exemption

affects all employee benefit plans, the
participants and beneficiaries of such
plans, and parties in interest with
respect to those plans engaging in the
described transactions.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The exemption is
effective January 1, 1975.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrea W. Selvaggio, Office of
Exemption Determinations, Employee
Benefits Security Administration, U.S.
Department of Labor, Room N-5649,
200 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20210 (202) 693-8540
(not a toll-free number).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
February 11, 2003, the Department
published a notice in the Federal
Register (68 FR 6953) of the pendency
of a proposed class exemption from the
restrictions of section 406(a)(1)(A), (B)
and (D) of the Act and from the
sanctions resulting from the application
of section 4975 of the Code, by reason
of section 4975(c)(1)(A), (B) and (D) of
the Code. The Department proposed the
class exemption on its own motion,
pursuant to section 408(a) of the Act
and section 4975(c)(2) of the Code, and
in accordance with the procedures set
forth in 29 CFR Part 2570 Subpart B (55
FR 32836, August 10, 1990).1

The notice of pendency gave
interested persons an opportunity to
comment or request a public hearing on
the proposal. The Department received
five (5) public comments. Upon
consideration of all the comments
received, the Department has
determined to grant the proposed class
exemption, subject to certain
modifications. These modifications and
the major comments are discussed
below.

Executive Order 12866

Under Executive Order 12866, the
Department must determine whether a
regulatory action is ‘“‘significant” and
therefore subject to the requirements of
the Executive Order and subject to
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB). Under section 3(f), the
order defines a “‘significant regulatory
action” as an action that is likely to
result in a rule (1) having an annual
effect on the economy of $100 million
or more, or adversely and materially
affecting a sector of the economy,
productivity, competition, jobs, the
environment, public health or safety, or

1Section 102 of Reorganization Plan No. 4 of
1978, 5 U.S.C. App. 1 (1996), generally transferred
the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury to
issue exemptions under section 4975(c)(2) of the
Code ot the Secretary of Labor. For purposes of this
exemption, references to specific provisions of Title
I of the Act, unless otherwise specified, refer also
to the corresponding provisions of the Code.

State, local or tribal governments or
communities (also referred to as
“economically significant’’); (2) creating
serious inconsistency or otherwise
interfering with an action taken or
planned by another agency; (3)
materially altering the budgetary
impacts of entitlement grants, user fees,
or loan programs or the rights and
obligations of recipients thereof; or (4)
raising novel legal or policy issues
arising out of legal mandates, the
President’s priorities, or the principles
set forth in the Executive Order.
Pursuant to the terms of the Executive
Order, it was determined that this action
is “significant”” under Section 3(f)(4) of
the Executive Order. Accordingly, this
action has been reviewed by OMB.

Paperwork Reduction Act

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520) (PRA 95), the Department
submitted the information collection
request (ICR) included in the Class
Exemption For Release of Claims and
Extensions of Credit in Connection With
Litigation to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and
clearance at the time the proposed class
exemption was published in the Federal
Register (February 11, 2003, 68 FR
6953). The ICR for the proposed class
exemption was combined with the ICR
in PTCE 94-71,2 also approved under
OMB control number 1210-0091,
because of the similarity of subject
matter between the two exemptions. No
comments were received about the
burden estimates and no substantial or
material changes have been made in the
grant of the exemption that would affect
the burden estimates in the proposal.
The approval for each of the ICRs
included in the two exemptions will
expire on April 30, 2006.

In order to grant an exemption
pursuant to section 408(a) of the Act,
the Department must, among other
things, make a finding that the terms of
the exemption are protective of the
rights of participants and beneficiaries
of a plan. To support making such a
finding, the Department normally
imposes certain conditions on
fiduciaries and parties in interest that
may make use of the exemption. The
information collection provisions of the
exemption are among these conditions.
The information collection provisions
are found in sections III(c), (e), (g), and

2PTCE 94-71, 59 FR 51216, October 7, 1994, as
corrected, 59 FR 60837, November 28, 1994—
Settlement Agreements Resulting From An
Investigation, involving remedial settlements
resulting from an investigation of an employee
benefit plan conducted by the Department.
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