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improvement of the status of listed
species to the point at which listing is
no longer necessary under the criteria
set out in section 4(a)(1) of the Act.
Recovery plans describe actions
considered necessary for the
conservation and survival of the species,
establish criteria for downlisting or
delisting listed species, and estimate
time and cost for implementing the
measures needed for recovery.

The Act requires the development of
recovery plans for listed species unless
such a plan would not promote the
conservation of a particular species.
Section 4(f) of the Act requires that
public notice, and an opportunity for
public review and comment, be
provided during recovery plan
development. We will consider all
information presented during a public
comment period prior to approval of
each new or revised recovery plan. We,
along with other Federal agencies, will
also take these comments into account
in the course of implementing approved
recovery plans. Individual responses to
comments will not be provided.

The sphinx moth was federally listed
as endangered on February 1, 2000 (65
FR 4770). This insect taxon is currently
known to occur on three of the seven
Hawaiian Islands where it historically
occurred, including Hawaii, Maui, and
Kahoolawe. Although some habitat is
under public ownership and zoned for
conservation purposes, no known
sphinx moth habitat complexes are
entirely protected, and the species faces
threats throughout its range.

The sphinx moth is currently found in
association with topographically diverse
landscapes that contain low to moderate
levels of nonnative vegetation.
Vegetation types that support the sphinx
moth include dry to mesic shrub land
and forest from sea level to mid-
elevations. Soil and climatic conditions,
as well as physical factors, affect the
suitability of habitat within the species’
range. The primary threats to the sphinx
moth include urban and agricultural
development; invasion by non-native
plant species; habitat fragmentation and
degradation; increased wildfire
frequency; impacts from ungulates;
other human-caused disturbances that
have resulted in substantial losses of
habitat throughout the species’ historic
range; parasitoids and insect predators;
and vandalism (collection). Needed
conservation activities include
protection, management, and restoration
of suitable and restorable habitat; out-
planting of native Nothocestrum spp.
host plants; and a sphinx moth captive
breeding program that would augment
or expand the existing population
within its historic range. This draft

recovery plan identifies 3 recovery
units, comprising 13 management units,
which are geographic areas recently
documented to contain sphinx moth
populations and/or sphinx moth host
plant populations, and shall be the
focus of recovery actions or tasks. The
three recovery units and their
component management units contain
habitat considered necessary for the
long-term conservation of the sphinx
moth (e.g., networks of suitable habitat
patches and connecting lands).

The recovery actions described in this
draft recovery plan include: (1) Protect
habitat and control threats to the moth
and its habitat; (2) expand existing wild
Nothocestrum spp. host plant
populations; (3) conduct additional
research essential to recovery of the
sphinx moth; (4) develop and
implement a detailed monitoring plan
for the sphinx moth; (5) reestablish wild
sphinx moth populations within its
historic range; (6) develop and provide
information for the public on the sphinx
moth; and (7) validate recovery
objectives.

The recovery objective of this draft
recovery plan is to ensure the species’
long-term survival and conservation and
to conduct research necessary to refine
recovery criteria so that the sphinx moth
can be reclassified to threatened and
eventually delisted.

Public Comments Solicited

We solicit written comments on the
draft recovery plan described. All
comments received by the date specified
above will be considered in developing
a final sphinx moth recovery plan.

Authority

The authority for this action is section
4(f) of the Endangered Species Act, 16
U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated: October 14, 2003.
David J. Wesley,

Acting Regional Director, Region 1, Fish and
Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 03-31189 Filed 12—17-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-U

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force
Mississippi River Basin Panel Meeting

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
meeting of the Aquatic Nuisance
Species (ANS) Task Force Mississippi

River Basin Regional Panel. The meeting
topics are identified in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The Mississippi River Basin
Regional Panel will meet from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Thursday, January 8, 2004,
and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday, January
9, 2004. Minutes of the meeting will be
available for public inspection during
regular business hours, Monday through
Friday.

ADDRESSES: The Mississippi River Basin
Regional Panel meeting will be held at
the Radisson Hotel—New Orleans, 1500
Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70112.
Phone 504-522-4500. Minutes of the
meeting will be maintained in the office
of Chief, Division of Environmental
Quality, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Suite 322, 4401 North Fairfax Drive,
Arlington, Virginia 22203-1622.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jay
Rendall, Mississippi River Basin Panel
Chair and Exotic Species Program
Coordinator, Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources at (651) 297—1464 or
Jerry Rasmussen, Coordinator, MICRA,
P.O. Box 774, Bettendorf, IA 52722, at
(309) 793-5811, or Shawn Alam,
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force at
(703) 358-2025.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to section 10(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.
I), this notice announces meetings of the
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force
Mississippi River Basin Regional Panel.
The Task Force was established by the
Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance
Prevention and Control Act of 1990. The
Mississippi River Basin Regional Panel
was established by the ANS Task Force
in 2002. The Mississippi River Basin
Panel, comprised of representatives
from Federal, State, local agencies and
from private environmental and
commercial interests, performs the
following activities:

a. Identifies priorities for activities in
the Mississippi River Basin,

b. develops and submits
recommendations to the national
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force,

c. coordinates aquatic nuisance
species program activities in the Basin,

d. advises public and private interests
on control efforts, and

e. submits an annual report to the
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force.

The purpose of the Panel is to advise
and make recommendations to the
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force on
issues relating to the Mississippi River
Basin region of the United States that
includes thirty-two Mississippi River
Basin States: Alabama, Arkansas,
Colorado, Georgia, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky, Kansas, Louisiana,
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Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Nebraska, New
Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia,
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and
Wyoming. The Mississippi River Basin
Regional Panel will discuss several
topics at this meeting including: a
review of the first Panel meeting and
Panel efforts to date including the
development of an Executive Board
report; presentations on round goby
predation on smallmouth bass eggs;
updates on Asian Carp, bighead and
silver carp risk assessments; updates on
white perch and distribution of ANS in
the Basin; discussions on pathways and
prevention activities such as the use of
HACCP in fish hatcheries; a report on an
Asian carp barrier feasibility study
initiated by the Minnesota DNR;
development of national ballast water
regulations, and state ballast water
regulations; status reports from panel
subcommittees; a discussion on each
subcommittee’s responsibilities, the
2004 Action Plans, and
recommendations for the ANS Task
Force; and updates from Panel member
organizations and states.

Dated: December 1, 2003.
William E. Knapp,
Acting Co-Chair, Aquatic Nuisance Species
Task Force, Acting Assistant Director—
Fisheries & Habitat Conservation.
[FR Doc. 03—31211 Filed 12—17-03; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4310-55-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[WO-230-1030-PB—24 1A]

OMB Approval Number 1004-0001;
Information Collection Submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act

The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) has sent a request to extend the
current information collection to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). On February 5,
2003, the BLM published a notice in the
Federal Register (68 FR 5913)
requesting comment on this information
collection. The comment period ended
on April 7, 2003. BLM received no
comments. You may obtain copies of the
collection of information and related
forms and explanatory material by
contacting the BLM Information

Collection Clearance Officer at the
telephone number listed below.

The OMB must respond to this
request within 60 days but may respond
after 30 days. For maximum
consideration your comments and
suggestions on the requirement should
be directed within 30 days to the Office
of Management and Budget, Interior
Department Desk Officer (1004-0001), at
OMB-0OIRA via facsimile to (202) 395—
6566 or e-mail to
OIRA_DOCKET@omb.eop.gov. Pleae
provide a copy of your comments to the
Bureau Information Collection
Clearance Officer (WO-630), Bureau of
Land Management, Eastern States
Office, 7450 Boston Blvd., Springfield,
Virginia 22153.

Nature of Comments: We specifically
request your comments on the
following:

1. Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
functioning of the BLM, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. The accuracy of our estimates of the
information collection burden,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions we use;

3. Ways to enhance the quality, utility
and clarity of the information we
collect; and

4. Ways to minimize the information
collection burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other forms of
information technology.

Title: Free Use Application and
Permit (Vegetative or Mineral Materials)
(43 CFR 3620 and 5510).

OMB Approval Number: 1004—0001.

Bureau Form Number(s): 5510-1.

Abstract: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) collects information
from respondents to monitor and assess
the use of authorized removals of
vegetative or mineral materials to ensure
sustainable resource management.

Frequency: Occasional.

Description of Respondents:
Individuals, groups, not for profit
organizations, Federal, State, and local
governments, or corporations.

Estimated Completion Time: 30
minutes.

Annual Responses: 300.

Application Fee Per Response: 0.

Annual Burden Hours: 150.

Bureau Clearance Officer: Michael
Schwartz, (202) 452-5033.

Dated: November 14, 2003.
Michael H. Schwartz,

Bureau of Land Management, Information
Collection Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 03-31214 Filed 12—17-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-84-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[WO-230-1030-PB-24 1A]

OMB Control Number 1004—-0058;
Information Collection Submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act

The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) has sent a request to extend the
current information collection to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). On February 11,
2003, the BLM published a notice in the
Federal Register (68 FR 6941)
requesting comment on this information
collection. The comment period ended
on April 14, 2003. BLM received no
comments. You may obtain copies of the
collection of information and related
forms and explanatory material by
contacting the BLM Information
Collection Clearance Officer at the
telephone number listed below.

The OMB must respond to this
request within 60 days but may respond
after 30 days. For maximum
consideration your comments and
suggestions on the requirement should
be directed within 30 days to the Office
of Management and Budget, Interior
Department Desk Officer (1004-0058), at
OMB-OIRA via facsimile to (202) 395—
6566 or e-mail to
OIRA&_DOCKET@omb.eop.gov. Please
provide a copy of your comments to the
Bureau Information Collection
Clearance Officer (WO-630), Bureau of
Land Management, Eastern States
Office, 7450 Boston Blvd., Springfield,
Virginia 22153.

Nature of Comments: We specifically
request your comments on the
following:

1. Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
functioning of the BLM, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. The accuracy of our estimates of the
information collection burden,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions we use;

3. Ways to enhance the quality, utility
and clarity of the information we
collect; and

4. Ways to minimize the information
collection burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other forms of
information technology.

Title: Timber Export Reporting and
Substitution Determination (43 CFR
5400).
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