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Act. The EIS describes five alternatives
that satisfy the purpose and needs for
the proposed project. The alternatives
are: (1) Northeast Corner Cold Bay—
Hovercraft; (3) Lenard Harbor—
Hovercraft; (4) Lenard Harbor—Ferry;
(5) Lenard Harbor—Helicopter; and (6)
the Isthmus Road alternative.
Alternative 2 is the No Action
Alternative. Alternative 6 was included
in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for comparison
purposes only and cannot be selected
for authorization by the decision-maker.
Alternatives 1, 3, 4, and 5 would be
constructed primarily on King Cove
Corporation surface lands. Alternative 1
requires a USFWS compatibility
determination on Native corporation
owned lands within the Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge, and no
construction or operations would occur
within the Congressionally designated
Wilderness Area. Currently,
Alternatives 3 and 4 are designated as
the Environmentally Preferable
Alternatives. The Corps of Engineers
will use the EIS, public review process,
and consideration of comments
received, as a basis for the permit
decision.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Leroy Phillips, Regulatory Branch, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, P.O. Box
6898, Elmendorf, AFB 99506—6898; by
telephone at (907) 753-2712; (800) 478—
2712 (In Alaska); or by Fax at (907) 753—
5567. Additional information including
a complete copy of the Public Notice,
Executive Summary, FEIS and
Appendices are available on the project
web site: www.kingcoveaccesseis.com.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska
District is the lead Federal agency with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a
cooperating agency for this FEIS. During
the Scoping process (February 16 to
June 22, 2001) over 12,331 comments
were received, with over 12,000
comments and opinions provided by e-
mail. Many of these scoping comments
expressed an objection to a road through
the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge
Wilderness Area. Twenty-eight
alternatives were preliminary
considered during the scoping and the
alternative development phase of the
EIS process. Six alternatives were
selected for further evaluation. The
proposed action (Alternative 1,
Northeast Corner Cold Bay (NeCB) /
Hovercraft) and two alternatives
(Alternative 3, Lenard Harbor /
Hovercraft; and Alternative 4, Lenard
Harbor / Ferry) were selected for
detailed evaluation that incorporates a
marine-road link design in compliance

with Section 353 cited above. The
required ‘‘no action” alternative is
presented as Alternative 2. The two
remaining alternatives are not in
compliance with section 353; hence the
$20 million Federal appropriations
would not be available for project
construction. These are an air-road link
alternative (Alternative 5, Lenard
Harbor / Helicopter) and an all road
alternative (Alternative 6, Isthmus
Road). The all road alternative
(Alternative 6) is not a practicable
alternative for evaluation under the
section 404(b)(1) Guidelines (40 CFR
230) for the Clean Water Act and cannot
be authorized by the District Engineer.
If an application is received by the
USFWS under Title XI of ANCSA, a
separate EIS would be required, with
approval required by the Secretary of
Interior, The President and Congress. No
significant adverse impacts were
identified for Alternatives 1, 3, 4 and 5.
Significant beneficial impacts were
noted for each action alternative
centering on human and social
resources with the ability to enhance
safe, reliable and efficient emergency
medical transport for King Cove
residents and seasonal workers. For
Alternatives 1, 3, 4 and 5 with the
incorporation and implementation of
mitigation measure, impacts to
threatened and endangered or listed
species (Steller’s eider, Steller sea lion
and Northern sea otter) were
preliminarily determined not likely to
adversely affect these species. For the
same alternatives and incorporation of
mitigation measures, determinations of
would not likely impact Essential Fish
Habitat, and Habitats of Particular
Concern were concluded.

Notice of Availability of the DEIS and
the Department of Army Corps of
Engineers Public Notice were published
on August 8, 2003. The comment period
on these documents was open until
September 23, 2003. There were 6,391
comments received during this period.
Of these: three were Federal agencies,
two State of Alaska agencies, six Native
governments, 14 local governments, 19
non-governmental organizations, 38
people testified at the public hearings,
150 individual letters, and the rest of
the comments were primarily form
emails generated from two non-
governmental organization promotions.
Verbal testimony was received during
the public hearings held in Cold Bay,
Alaska on August 25, 2003, in King
Cove Alaska on August 26, 2003, and in
Anchorage, Alaska on September 10,
2003. After a review of the comments it
was determined that the Commentors
concerns were the same as those

expressed during the above referenced
scoping period. The District Engineer
has determined that the issues
identified by the commentors were
properly addressed in the DEIS.
Therefore, the FEIS would be in the
form of the “abbreviated” document in
accordance with procedures outlined in
40 CFR 1503.4(c).

Comment Period: Comments on the
FEIS should be received by the Corps of
Engineers, Alaska District (address
above) by December 31, 2003 or 30-days
from the publication date within the
Federal Register, which ever is later.

Kevin D. Morgan,

North Section Chief, Regulatory, Corps of
Engineers Alaska District.

[FR Doc. 03—29765 Filed 11-28-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710-NL—P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

Meeting of the Chief of Naval
Operations (CNO) Executive Panel

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DoD.
ACTION: Notice of closed meeting.

SUMMARY: The CNO Executive Panel is
to report the recommendations of the
Expeditionary Strike Study Group to the
Chief of Naval Operations. This meeting
will consist of discussions relating to
Expeditionary Strike capabilities as a
context to broader U.S. national
capabilities and strategic planning. This
meeting will be closed to the public.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, December 5, 2003, from 12 to 1
p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Chief of Naval Operations dining
room, Room 4E641, 2000 Navy
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20350-2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Commander Kevin Wilson, CNO
Executive Panel, 4825 Mark Center
Drive, Alexandria, VA 22311, (703) 681—
4906 or Mr. Mark Miller, CNO Executive
Panel, (703) 681-4924.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the provisions of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.
2), these matters constitute classified
information that is specifically
authorized by Executive Order to be
kept secret in the interest of national
defense and are, in fact, properly
classified pursuant to such Executive
Order.

Accordingly, the Secretary of the
Navy has determined in writing that the
public interest requires that all sessions
of the meeting be closed to the public
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because they will be concerned with
matters listed in section 552b(c)(1) of
title 5, United States Code.

Dated: November 24, 2003.
J.T. Baltimore,
Lieutenant Commander, Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, U.S. Navy, Alternate Federal
Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 03—29907 Filed 11-28—03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3810-FF-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Postsecondary Education;
Overview Information; Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary
Education—Special Focus
Competition: US-Brazil Higher
Education Consortia Program; Notice
Inviting Applications for New Awards
for Fiscal Year (FY) 2004

Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA) Number: 84.116M.
DATES: Applications Available:
November 28, 2003.

Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: April 16, 2004.

Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: June 16, 2004.

Eligible Applicants: Institutions of
higher education or combinations of
institutions and other public and private
nonprofit institutions and agencies.

Estimated Available Funds: The
Administration has requested $300,000
for new awards under this program for
FY 2004. The actual level of funding, if
any, depends on final congressional
action. However, we are inviting
applications to allow enough time to
complete the grant process if Congress
appropriates funds for this program.

Estimated Range of Awards: $25,000—
$30,000 for FY 2004; $190,000—
$210,000 for 4-year duration of grant.

Estimated Average Size of Awards:
$200,000.

Estimated Number of Awards: 12.

Note: The Department is not bound by any
estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 48 months.
Full Text of Announcement

I. Funding Opportunity Description

Purpose of Program: To provide
grants or enter into cooperative
agreements to improve postsecondary
education opportunities by focusing on
problem areas or improvement
approaches in postsecondary education.
This program is a Special Focus
Competition under the Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary
Education (Title VII, Part B of the
Higher Education Act of 1965, as

amended) to support projects addressing
a particular problem area or
improvement approach in
postsecondary education.

Priority: Under this competition, we
are particularly interested in
applications that address the following
priority.

Invitational Priority: For FY 2004 this
priority is an invitational priority.
Under 34 CFR 75.105 (c) we do not give
an application that meets this
invitational priority a competitive or
absolute preference over other
applications.

This priority encourages proposals
designed to support the formation of
educational consortia of American and
Brazilian institutions to encourage
cooperation in the coordination of
curricula, the exchange of students, and
the opening of educational
opportunities between the United States
and Brazil. The invitational priority is
issued in cooperation with Brazil. These
awards support only the participation of
U.S. institutions and students in these
consortia. Brazilian institutions
participating in any consortium
proposal responding to the invitational
priority may apply, respectively, to the
Coordination of Improvement of
Personnel of Superior Level (CAPES),
Brazilian Ministry of Education, for
additional funding under a separate but
parallel Brazilian competition.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1138-
1138d.

Applicable Regulations: The
Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in
34 CFR parts 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 85,
86, 97, 98, and 99.

Note: The regulations in 34 CFR part 86
apply to institutions of higher education
only.

II. Award Information

Type of Award: Discretionary awards.

Estimated Available Funds: The
Administration has requested $300,000
for this program for FY 2004. The actual
level of funding, if any, depends on
final congressional action. However, we
are inviting applications to allow
enough time to complete the grant
process if Congress appropriates funds
for this program.

Estimated Range of Awards: $25,000—
$30,000 for FY 2004; $190,000—
$210,000 for 4-year duration of grant.

Estimated Average Size of Awards:
$200,000.

Estimated Number of Awards: 12.

Note: The Department is not bound by any
estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 48 months.

III. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Applicants: Institutions of
higher education or combinations of
institutions and other public and private
nonprofit institutions and agencies.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching: This
program does not involve cost sharing
or matching.

IV. Application and Submission
Information

1. Address to Request Application
Package: Beverly Baker, Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary
Education, U.S. Department of
Education, 1990 K Street, NW., suite
6140, Washington, DC 20006—8544.
Telephone: (202) 502—-7503 or by e-mail:
Beverly.Baker@ed.gov or Education
Publications Center (ED Pubs), P.O. Box
1398, Jessup, MD 20794-1398.
Telephone (toll free): 1-877-433-7827.
FAX: (301) 470-1244. If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD), you may call (toll free): 1-877—
576-7734.

You may also contact ED Pubs at its
Web site: http://www.ed.gov/pubs/
edpubs.html or you may contact ED
Pubs at its e-mail address:
edpubs@inet.ed.gov.

If you request an application from ED
Pubs, be sure to identify this
competition as follows: CFDA number
84.116M.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call
the Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1-800-877—-8339.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain a copy of the application package
in an alternative format (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, or computer
diskette) by contacting the program
contact person listed in this section.
However, the Department is not able to
reproduce in an alternative format the
standard forms included in the
application package.

2. Content and Form of Application
Submission: Requirements concerning
the content of an application, together
with the forms you must submit, are in
the application package for this
program.

Page Limit: 10 single spaced or 20
double spaced 8.5" x 11" sized pages
(font size 12), with 1 inch margins on
the top, bottom and the sides. The page
limit does not apply to the cover sheet,
the abstract, the budget section and
budget narrative, the assurances and
certifications; the short resumes, or
letters of support.

Our reviewers will not read any pages
of your application that—

» Exceed the page limit if you apply
these standards; or
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