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CPEC or its Members in the Export
Markets, and prior export sales by
Members (including export price
information); and

h. Information about export customer
credit terms and credit history.

3. CPEC and its Members may
prescribe the following conditions for
admission of Members to CPEC and
termination of membership in CPEC:

a. Membership shall be limited to
Handlers as defined under “Definitions”
paragraph 3.

b. Membership shall terminate on the
occurrence of one or more of the
following events:

i. Withdrawal or resignation of a
Member;

ii. Expulsion approved by a majority
of all Members;

iii. Death or permanent disability of a
Member who is an individual, or the
dissolution of a Member other than an
individual; and

iv. The bankruptcy of a Member as
provided in CPEC’s Operating
Agreement.

c. Members may be added to the
Certificate, if the action is

i. Approved by a majority of the
members, and

ii. Approved by the Secretary of
Commerce, with the concurrence of the
Attorney General, pursuant to an
appropriately filed application to amend
the Certificate; and

iii. Any new member must pay a pro-
rata share of the start-up costs for the
CPEC. This payment will be equally
divided amongst the members who paid
the initial start-up costs.

4. CPEC and its Members may meet to
engage in the activities described in
paragraphs 1 through 3 above.
Definitions

1. “Export Intermediary”’ means a
person (including a Member) who acts
as a distributor, sales representative,
sales or marketing agent, or broker, or
who performs similar functions,
including providing, or arranging for the
provision of Export Trade Facilitation
Services.

2. “Handle” means engage in: (a)
receiving pistachios; (b) hulling and
drying pistachios; and/or (c) further
preparing pistachios by sorting, sizing,
shelling, roasting, cleaning, salting, and/
or packaging for marketing in or
transporting to any and all markets in
the course of interstate or foreign
commerce; provided, however, that
transportation within the Production
Area between Handlers and from the
orchard to the processing facility is not
handling.

3. “Handler” means a person who
handles Pistachios grown in California.

4. “Member” means a person who has
membership in the CPEC Export Trade
Certificate of Review, and who has been
certified as a “Member” within the
meaning of § 325.2(1) of the Regulations
(15 CFR 325.2(1) (2003).

5. “Product” means in-shell or shelled
pistachios, roasted or raw produced in
the Production Area.

6. “Production Area” means the State
of California.

Dated: November 24, 2003.
Jeffrey C. Anspacher,
Director, Office of Export Trading Company
Affairs.
[FR Doc. 03—-29779 Filed 11-28-03; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
NMEFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland, 20910, has applied in due
form for a permit to take threatened and
endangered sea turtles for purposes of
scientific research.

DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before December
31, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376; and

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive North, St.
Petersburg, FL 33702-2432; phone
(727)570-5301; fax (727)570-5320.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carrie Hubard or Sarah Wilkin,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR 222-226).

The applicant proposes to initiate a
sea turtle observer program for the shark
bottom longline fishery in the western
North Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. The
incidental capture of sea turtles by the
fishery is covered by the Biological
Opinion for the Highly Migratory
Species Fishery Management Plan for
Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish, and Sharks.
If issued, this permit would authorize
only the sampling of the sea turtles
incidentally caught in the fishery, as
recommended in the Biological
Opinion. Unless they are too large to be
safely boated, captured turtles would be
brought on board and identified,
measured, weighed, PIT tagged, and
have a biopsy sample taken for genetic
research. Turtles would be dehooked
and/or disentangled and subsequently
released. The purpose of the observer
program is to monitor the impact of
bottom longlining on protected species
and to obtain information on sea turtle
populations. All observers would be
trained in the sampling techniques and
provided the proper equipment before
sailing on a fishing vessel. In
accordance with the fishery’s Biological
Opinion, the applicant requests
authority to sample 12 loggerhead
(Caretta caretta), 2 leatherback
(Dermochelys coriacea) 2 Kemp’s ridley
(Lepidochelys kempii), 2 green
(Chelonia mydas), and 2 hawksbill
(Eretmochelys imbricata) turtles
annually. The permit would be valid for
a period of five years.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)713-0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or by other electronic media.

Dated: November 25, 2003.

Stephen L. Leathery,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—29829 Filed 11-28-03; 8:45 am)]
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