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the GIPSA Web site, http://
www.usda.gov/gipsa/oversight/
parovreg.htm. 

3. Request for Comments 

GIPSA also is publishing this notice 
to provide interested persons the 
opportunity to present comments on the 
quality of services for the East Indiana, 
Fremont, and Titus official agencies. In 
commenting on the quality of services, 
commenters are encouraged to submit 
pertinent data including information on 
the timeliness, cost, and scope of 
services provided. All comments must 
be submitted to the Compliance 
Division at the above address. 

Applications, comments, and other 
available information will be considered 
in determining which applicant will be 
designated.

Authority: Pub. L. 94–582, 90 Stat. 2867, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.).

Donna Reifschneider, 
Administrator, Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–29555 Filed 11–28–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–EN–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration 

[03–02–S] 

Designation for the Frankfort (IN), 
Indianapolis (IN), and Virginia Areas

AGENCY: Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) 
announces designation of the following 
organizations to provide official services 
under the United States Grain Standards 
Act, as amended (Act):
Frankfort Grain Inspection, Inc. 

(Frankfort); 
Indianapolis Grain Inspection & 
Weighing Service, Inc. (Indianapolis); 

and 
Virginia Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services (Virginia).
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2004.
ADDRESSES: USDA, GIPSA, Janet M. 
Hart, Chief, Review Branch, Compliance 
Division, STOP 3604, Room 1647–S, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20250–3604.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Janet M. Hart at 202–720-8525, e-mail 
Janet.M.Hart@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
action has been reviewed and 
determined not to be a rule or regulation 
as defined in Executive Order 12866 
and Departmental Regulation 1512–1; 
therefore, the Executive Order and 
Departmental Regulation do not apply 
to this action. 

In the May 22, 2003, Federal Register 
(68 FR 27982), GIPSA asked persons 
interested in providing official services 
in the geographic areas assigned to the 
official agencies named above to submit 
an application for designation. 
Applications were due by July 1, 2003. 

Frankfort, Indianapolis, and Virginia 
were the sole applicants for designation 
to provide official services in the entire 
area currently assigned to them, so 
GIPSA did not ask for additional 
comments on them. 

GIPSA evaluated all available 
information regarding the designation 
criteria in Section 7(f)(l)(A) of the Act 
and, according to Section 7(f)(l)(B), 
determined that Idaho, Lewiston, Ohio 
Valley, and Utah are able to provide 
official services in the geographic areas 
specified in the May 22, 2003, Federal 
Register, for which they applied. 
Interested persons may obtain official 
services by calling the telephone 
numbers listed below.

Official agency Headquarters location and telephone Designation Start—End 

Frankfort ............................................ Frankfort, IN 765–258–3624 .................................................................... 1/01/2004–12/31/2006 
Indianapolis ....................................... Indianapolis, IN 317–899–2337 ............................................................... 1/01/2004–12/31/2006 
Virginia .............................................. Richmond, VA 804–786–3936 ................................................................. 1/01/2004–12/31/2006 

Authority: Pub. L. 94–582, 90 Stat. 2867, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.).

Donna Reifschneider, 
Administrator, Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–29556 Filed 11–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–EN–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

Notice of Proposed Changes in the 
National Handbook of Conservation 
Practices

AGENCY: Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the 
intention of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to issue a 

series of new or revised conservation 
practice standards in its National 
Handbook of Conservation Practices. 
These standards include: Irrigation 
Water Management, Salinity and Sodic 
Soil Management, Silvopasture 
Establishment, Vertical Drain, and Well 
Water Testing. These standards are used 
to convey national guidance in 
developing Field Office Technical 
Guide Standards used in the States and 
the Pacific Basin and Caribbean Areas. 
NRCS State Conservationists and 
Directors for the Pacific Basin and 
Caribbean Areas who choose to adopt 
these practices for use within their 
States/Areas will incorporate them into 
Section IV of their Field Office 
Technical Guides. These practices may 
be used in resource management 
systems that treat highly erodible land, 
or on land determined to be wetland.
EFFECTIVE DATES: Comments will be 
received for a 30-day period, starting on 
the date of this publication. This series 
of new or revised conservation practice 

standards will be adopted after the close 
of the 30-day period.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Single copies of these standards are 
available from NRCS–CED in 
Washington, DC. Submit individual 
inquiries and return any comments in 
writing to William Hughey, National 
Agricultural Engineer, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Post 
Office Box 2890, Room 6139–S, 
Washington, DC 20013–2890. The 
telephone number is (202) 720–5023. 
The standards are also available, and 
can be downloaded from the Internet, at: 
http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/
practice_stds.html.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
343 of the Federal Agriculture 
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
requires NRCS to make available, for 
public review and comment, proposed 
revisions to conservation practice 
standards used to carry out the highly 
erodible land and wetland provisions of 
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the law. For the next 30 days, NRCS will 
receive comments on the proposed 
changes. Following that period, a 
determination will be made by NRCS 
regarding disposition of those 
comments, and a final determination of 
change will be made.

Signed in Washington, DC, on November 
19, 2003. 
Thomas A. Weber, 
Associate Chief, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.
[FR Doc. 03–29764 Filed 11–28–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–16–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Industry and Security 

[Docket No. 031114279–3279–01}

Impact of Implementation of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention on 
Commercial Activities Involving 
‘‘Schedule 1’’ Chemicals Through 
Calendar Year 2003

AGENCY: Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of inquiry.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Industry and 
Security (BIS) is seeking public 
comments on the impact that 
implementation of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention has had on 
commercial activities involving 
‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals through 
calendar year 2003. This notice of 
inquiry is part of an effort to collect 
information to assist in the preparation 
of the annual Presidential certification 
required under Condition 9 of Senate 
Resolution 75, April 24, 1997, in which 
the Senate gave its advice and consent 
to the ratification of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention.
DATES: Comments are due December 22, 
2003.
ADDRESSES: Written comments (three 
copies) should be submitted to Willard 
Fisher, Regulatory Policy Division, 
Office of Exporter Services, Bureau of 
Industry and Security, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, 14th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Room 2705, 
Washington, DC 20230. In order to meet 
the due date for comments, single 
copies may be faxed to (202) 482–3355, 
provided that you follow up by 
submitting the appropriate number 
(three copies) of written comments.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
questions on the Chemical Weapons 
Convention requirements for ‘‘Schedule 
1’’ chemicals, contact Larry Denyer, 
Treaty Compliance Division, Office of 
Nonproliferation Controls and Treaty 

Compliance, Bureau of Industry and 
Security, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Phone: (703) 605–4400. For questions 
on the submission of comments, contact 
Willard Fisher, Regulatory Policy 
Division, Office of Exporter Services, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Phone: (202) 
482–2440.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
In its resolution to advise and consent 

to the ratification of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (Convention) (S. 
Res. 75, April 24, 1997), the Senate 
included several conditions. Condition 
9 of Senate Resolution 75, titled 
‘‘Protection of Advanced 
Biotechnology,’’ provides that the 
President shall certify to the Congress 
on an annual basis that ‘‘* * * the 
legitimate commercial activities and 
interests of chemical, biotechnology, 
and pharmaceutical firms in the United 
States are not being significantly 
harmed by the limitations of the 
Convention on access to, and 
production of, those chemicals and 
toxins listed in Schedule 1 * * * ’’. In 
2000, 2001, and 2002, the President 
certified to Congress that these firms 
were not significantly harmed by the 
Convention’s Schedule 1 limitations. 
The Bureau of Industry and Security is 
collecting data to assist in determining 
the impact, if any, that the 
implementation of the Convention’s 
requirements have had on commercial 
‘‘Schedule 1’’ activities through 
calendar year 2003. 

The Convention on the Prohibition of 
the Development, Production, 
Stockpiling, and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and Their Destruction, 
commonly called the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC), is an 
international arms control treaty that 
establishes the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) to implement the verification 
provisions of the treaty. The CWC 
imposes a number of obligations on 
countries that have ratified the 
Convention (States Parties), including 
enactment of legislation to prohibit the 
production, storage, and use of chemical 
weapons, and establishment of a 
National Authority for liaison with the 
OPCW and other States Parties. The 
CWC also requires States Parties to 
implement a comprehensive data 
declaration and inspection regime to 
provide transparency and to verify that 
both the public and private sectors of 
States Parties are not engaged in 
activities prohibited under the CWC.

‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals are those 
toxic chemicals and precursors 

identified in the Convention as posing 
a high risk to the object and purpose of 
the Convention. The ‘‘Schedule 1’’ 
chemicals are set forth in the 
Convention’s ‘‘Annex on Chemicals,’’ as 
well as in Supplement No. 1 to part 712 
of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
Regulations (15 CFR part 712). 

The ‘‘Schedule 1’’ provisions of the 
Convention that affect commercial 
activities are implemented through part 
712 of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention Regulations and parts 742 
and 745 of the Export Administration 
Regulations, both administered by the 
Bureau of Industry and Security. These 
regulations: 

(1) Prohibit the import of ‘‘Schedule 
1’’ chemicals from States not Party to 
the Convention (15 CFR 712.2); 

(2) Require annual declarations by 
certain facilities engaged in the 
production of ‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals 
in excess of 100 grams aggregate per 
calendar year (i.e., declared ‘‘Schedule 
1’’ facilities) for purposes not prohibited 
by the Convention (15 CFR 712.3(a)(2) 
and (a)(3)); 

(3) Require government approval of 
‘‘declared Schedule 1’’ facilities (15 CFR 
712.3(e)); 

(4) Provide that ‘‘declared Schedule 
1’’ facilities are subject to initial and 
routine inspection by the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (15 CFR 712.3(d)); 

(5) Require 200 days advance 
notification of establishment of new 
‘‘Schedule 1’’ production facilities 
producing greater than 100 grams 
aggregate of ‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals per 
calendar year (15 CFR 712.4); 

(6) Require advance notification and 
annual reporting of all imports and 
exports of ‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals to, or 
from, other States Parties to the 
Convention (15 CFR 712.5, 742.18(a)(1) 
and 745.1); and 

(7) Prohibit the export of ‘‘Schedule 
1’’ chemicals to States not Party to the 
Convention (15 CFR 742.18). 

Discussion and Request for Comments 

In order to assist in determining 
whether the legitimate commercial 
activities and interests of chemical, 
biotechnology, and pharmaceutical 
firms in the United States are being 
significantly harmed by the limitations 
of the Convention on access to, and 
production of, ‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals, 
BIS is seeking public comments on any 
effects that implementation of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention has had 
on commercial activities involving 
‘‘Schedule 1’’ chemicals through 
calendar year 2003. 
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