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QCNPS is located in Rock Island
County, Illinois, approximately 4 miles
north of Cordova, Illinois. Possible
alternatives to the proposed action
(license renewal) include no action and
reasonable alternative energy sources.

The draft supplement to the GEIS is
available for public inspection in the
NRC’s Public Document Room (PDR)
located at One White Flint North, 11555
Rockville Pike (first floor), Rockville,
Maryland, or, electronically, from the
Publicly Available Records (PARS)
component of NRC’s Agencywide
Documents Access and Management
System (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible
from the NRC Web site at http://
www.nrc.gov/reading-rm.html (the
Public Electronic Reading Room).
Persons who do not have access to
ADAMS or who encounter problems in
accessing the documents located in
ADAMS, should contact the NRC’s PDR
reference staff at 1-800-397-4209 or
301-415-4737, or by e-mail to
pdr@nrc.gov. In addition, the Cordova
District Library, 402 Main Avenue,
Cordova, Illinois; the River Valley
Library, 214 South Main Street, Port
Byron, Illinois; and the Davenport
Public Library, 321 Main Street,
Davenport, Iowa, have agreed to make
the draft supplement to the GEIS
available for public inspection.

Any interested party may submit
comments on the draft supplement to
the GEIS for consideration by the NRC
staff. To be certain of consideration,
comments on the draft supplement to
the GEIS and the proposed action must
be received by January 27, 2004.
Comments received after the due date
will be considered if it is practical to do
so, but the NRC staff is able to assure
consideration only for comments
received on or before this date. Written
comments on the draft supplement to
the GEIS should be sent to: Chief, Rules
and Directives Branch, Division of
Administrative Services, Office of
Administration, Mailstop T-6D 59, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555—0001.

Comments may be hand-delivered to
the NRC at 11545 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland, between 7:45 a.m.
and 4:15 p.m. on Federal workdays.
Electronic comments may be submitted
to the NRC by e-mail at
QuadCitiesEIS@nrc.gov. All comments
received by the Commission, including
those made by Federal, State, and local
agencies, Native American Tribes, or
other interested persons, will be made
available electronically at the
Commission’s PDR in Rockville,
Maryland, and from the PARS
component of ADAMS.

The NRC staff will hold a public
meeting to present an overview of the
draft plant-specific supplement to the
GEIS and to accept public comments on
the document. The public meeting will
be held on December 16, 2003, at The
Mark of the Quad Cities, 1201 River
Drive, Moline, Illinois. There will be
two sessions to accommodate interested
parties. The first session will commence
at 1:30 p.m. and will continue until 4:30
p-m. The second session will commence
at 7 p.m. and will continue until 10 p.m.
Both meetings will be transcribed and
will include: (1) a presentation of the
contents of the draft plant-specific
supplement to the GEIS, and (2) the
opportunity for interested government
agencies, organizations, and individuals
to provide comments on the draft report.
Additionally, the NRC staff will host
informal discussions one hour prior to
the start of each session at the same
location. No comments on the draft
supplement to the GEIS will be accepted
during the informal discussions. To be
considered, comments must be provided
either at the transcribed public meeting
or in writing, as discussed below.
Persons may pre-register to attend or
present oral comments at the meeting by
contacting Mr. Louis L. Wheeler by
telephone at 1-800—-368-5642,
extension 1444, or by e-mail at
dxw@nrc.gov no later than December 10,
2003. Members of the public may also
register to provide oral comments
within 15 minutes of the start of each
session. Individual, oral comments may
be limited by the time available,
depending on the number of persons
who register. If special equipment or
accommodations are needed to attend or
present information at the public
meeting, the need should be brought to
Mr. Wheeler’s attention no later than
December 10, 2003, to provide the NRC
staff adequate notice to determine
whether the request can be
accommodated.

For further information, contact: Mr.
Louis L. Wheeler, License Renewal and
Environmental Impacts Program,
Division of Regulatory Improvement
Programs, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555—
0001. Mr. Wheeler may be contacted at
the aforementioned telephone number
or e-mail address.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 4th day
of November, 2003.

For The Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Pao-Tsin Kuo,

Program Director, License Renewal and
Environmental Impacts Program, Division of
Regulatory Improvement Programs, Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation.

[FR Doc. 03—28411 Filed 11-12-03; 8:45 am]
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards; Subcommittee Meeting on
Thermal-Hydraulic Phenomena; Notice
of Meeting

The ACRS Subcommittee on Thermal-
Hydraulic Phenomena will hold a
meeting on November 19 and 20, 2003,
Room T-2B3, 11545 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland.

The entire meeting will be open to
public attendance.

The agenda for the subject meeting
shall be as follows:

Wednesday and Thursday, November
19-20, 2003—8:30 a.m. until the
conclusion of business. The
Subcommittee will discuss the ongoing
development by the Office of Nuclear
Regulatory Research of the TRAC/
RELAP Advanced Computational
Engine (TRACE). This is an advanced
nuclear reactor thermal-hydraulic
systems analysis computer code, which
is intended to replace several other,
more specialized reactor analytical
tools. The Subcommittee will hear
presentations by and hold discussions
with representatives of the NRC staff
regarding this matter. The
Subcommittee will gather information,
analyze relevant issues and facts, and
formulate proposed positions and
actions, as appropriate, for deliberation
by the full Committee.

Members of the public desiring to
provide oral statements and/or written
comments should notify the Designated
Federal Official, Mr. Ralph Caruso
(Telephone: 301-415-1813) five days
prior to the meeting, if possible, so that
appropriate arrangements can be made.
Electronic recordings will be permitted
during the meeting.

Further information regarding this
meeting can be obtained by contacting
the Designated Federal Official between
7:30 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. (e.t.). Persons
planning to attend this meeting are
urged to contact the above named
individual at least two working days
prior to the meeting to be advised of any
potential changes to the agenda.
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Dated: November 5, 2003.
Sher Bahadur,

Associate Director for Technical Support,
ACRS/ACNW.

[FR Doc. 03—28414 Filed 11-12—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Solicitation of Public Comments on the
Fourth Year of Implementation of the
Reactor Oversight Process

AGENCY: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

ACTION: Request for public comment.

SUMMARY: Nearly 4 years have elapsed
since the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) implemented its
revised Reactor Oversight Process
(ROP). The NRC is currently soliciting
comments from members of the public,
licensees, and interest groups related to
the implementation of the ROP. This is
a followup to the FRN issued in
November 2002, which requested
feedback on the third year of
implementation.

DATES: The comment period expires on
December 31, 2003. The NRC will
consider comments received after this
date if it is practical to do so, but is only
able to ensure consideration of
comments received on or before this
date.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be e-mailed
to nrcrep@nrc.gov or sent to Michael T.
Lesar, Chief, Rules and Directives
Branch, Office of Administration (Mail
Stop T-6D59), U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001. Comments may also be hand-
delivered to Mr. Lesar at 11554
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland,
between 7:30 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. on
Federal workdays.

Documents created or received at the
NRC after November 1, 1999, are
available electronically through the
NRC'’s Public Electronic Reading Room
on the Internet at http://www.nrc.gov/
reading-rm.html. From this site, the
public can access the NRC’s
Agencywide Documents Access and
Management System (ADAMS), which
provides text and image files of the
NRC’s public documents. For more
information, contact the NRC’s Public
Document Room (PDR) reference staff at
301-415-4737 or 800—-397-4209, or by
e-mail at pdr@nrc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: MT.
Michael J. Maley, Office of Nuclear
Reactor Regulation (Mail Stop OWFN
7A15), U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commission, Washington DC 20555—
0001. Mr. Maley can also be reached by
telephone at 301-415-2919 or by e-mail
at mjm3@nrc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Program Overview

The mission of the NRC is to regulate
the civilian uses of nuclear materials in
the United States to protect the health
and safety of the public and the
environment, and to promote the
common defense and security by
preventing the proliferation of nuclear
material. This mission is accomplished
through the following activities:

+ License nuclear facilities and the
possession, use, and disposal of nuclear
materials.

 Develop and implement
requirements governing licensed
activities.

+ Inspect and enforce licensee
activities to ensure compliance with
these requirements and the law.

While the NRC’s responsibility is to
monitor and regulate licensees’
performance, the primary responsibility
for safe operation and handling of
nuclear materials rests with each
licensee.

As the nuclear industry in the United
States has matured for more than 26
years, the NRC and its licensees have
learned much about how to safely
operate nuclear facilities and handle
nuclear materials. In April 2000, the
NRC began to implement more effective
and efficient inspection, assessment,
and enforcement approaches, which
apply insights from these years of
regulatory oversight and nuclear facility
operation. The NRC has also
incorporated risk informed principles
and techniques into its oversight
activities. A risk informed approach to
oversight enables the NRC to more
appropriately apply its resources to
oversight of operational areas that
contribute most to safe operation at
nuclear facilities.

After conducting a 6-month pilot
program in 1999, assessing the results,
and incorporating the lessons learned,
the NRC began implementing the
revised Reactor Oversight Process (ROP)
at all 103 nuclear facilities (except D.C.
Cook) on April 2, 2000. Inherent in the
ROP are the following key NRC
performance goals:

(1) Maintain safety by establishing
and implementing a regulatory oversight
process that ensures that plants are
operated safely.

(2) Enhance public confidence by
increasing the predictability,
consistency, and objectivity of the
oversight process; providing timely and
understandable information; and

providing opportunities for meaningful
involvement by the public.

(3) Improve the effectiveness,
efficiency, and realism of the oversight
process by implementing a process of
continuous improvement.

(4) Reduce unnecessary regulatory
burden through the consistent
application of the process and
incorporation of lessons learned.

Key elements of the ROP include
revised NRC inspection procedures,
plant performance indicators, a
significance determination process, and
an assessment program that incorporates
various risk-informed thresholds to help
determine the level of NRC oversight
and enforcement. Since process
development began in 1998, the NRC
has frequently communicated with the
public by various means. These have
included conducting public meetings in
the vicinity of each licensed commercial
nuclear power plant, issuing FRNs
soliciting feedback on the process,
publishing press releases about the new
process, conducting multiple public
workshops, placing pertinent
background information in the NRC’s
Public Document Room, and
establishing an NRC Web site containing
easily accessible information about the
new program and licensee performance.

NRC Public Stakeholder Comments

The NRC continues to be interested in
receiving feedback from members of the
public, various public stakeholders, and
industry groups on their insights
regarding the fourth year of
implementation of the ROP. In
particular, the NRC is seeking responses
to the questions listed below, which
will provide important information that
the NRC can use in ongoing program
improvement. A summary of the
feedback obtained will be provided to
the Commission and included in the
annual ROP self-assessment report.

Questions

Questions Related to Specific ROP
Program Areas

(As appropriate, please provide
specific examples and suggestions for
improvement.)

(1) Does the Performance Indicator
Program minimize the potential for
licensees to take actions that adversely
impact plant safety?

(2) Does appropriate overlap exist
between the Performance Indicator
Program and the Inspection Program?

(3) Do reporting conflicts exist, or is
there unnecessary overlap between
reporting requirements of the ROP and
those associated with the Institute of
Nuclear Power Operations (INPO), the
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