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Responses: 55.
Burden Hours: 1,100.

Abstract: This Annual Performance
Report will allow the Department of
Education to collect information
required by the Reading First statute.

Requests for copies of the submission
for OMB review; comment request may
be accessed from http://
edicsweb.ed.gov, by selecting the
“Browse Pending Collections” link and
by clicking on link number 2329. When
you access the information collection,
click on “Download Attachments “to
view. Written requests for information
should be addressed to Vivian Reese,
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., Room 4050, Regional
Office Building 3, Washington, DC
20202-4651 or to the e-mail address
vivan.reese@ed.gov. Requests may also
be electronically mailed to the internet
address OCIO_RIMG@ed.gov or faxed to
202-708-9346. Please specify the
complete title of the information
collection when making your request.

Comments regarding burden and/or
the collection activity requirements
should be directed to Kathy Axt at her
e-mail address Kathy.Axt@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339.

[FR Doc. 03—26452 Filed 10—-20—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Certification of the Radiological
Condition of the Ventron Site in
Beverly, MA

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of certification.

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy
(DOE) has completed remedial actions
to decontaminate the Ventron site in
Beverly, Massachusetts. This property
formerly was found to contain
quantities of radioactive material from
activities conducted for the Manhattan
Engineer District (MED) (and its
successor the Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC)) from 1942 to 1948.
Based on the analysis of all data
collected, DOE has concluded that the
property is in compliance with DOE
radiological decontamination criteria
and standards and that no radiological
restrictions on the use of the property
are required.
ADDRESSES: The certification docket is
available at the following locations:
U.S. Department of Energy, Public
Reading Room, Room 1E-190,

Forrestal Building, 1000
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20585.

U.S. Department of Energy, DOE
Information Center, 475 Oak Ridge
Turnpike, Oak Ridge, Tennessee
37831.

Beverly Public Library, 32 Essex Street,
Beverly, Massachusetts 01915.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Donald Mackenzie, Health Physicist,
U.S. Department of Energy, Ohio Office,
Office of Site Closure, EM—31/Cloverleaf
Building, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20585-2040,
Phone: (301) 903—-7426, Fax: (301) 903—
2385.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The U.S.
DOE, Oak Ridge Operations Office (OR),
Office of Environmental Management,
has conducted remedial action at the
Ventron site in Beverly, Massachusetts,
under the Formerly Utilized Sites
Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP).
The objective of the program is to
identify and remediate, or otherwise
control, sites where residual radioactive
contamination remains from activities
carried out under contract to the MED/
AEC during the early years of the
nation’s atomic energy program.

In October 1997, the Energy and
Water Appropriations Act, 1998
transferred responsibility for
management of FUSRAP to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (US ACE).
Completion of the certification process
was delayed pending preparation of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between DOE and U.S. ACE with regard
to completed, remediated sites such as
the Ventron property. The MOU
between the U.S. DOE and the U.S. ACE
regarding Program Administration and
Execution of the FUSRAP was signed by
the parties in March 1999. Funding to
proceed with the completion of DOE
closure documentation for several
FUSRAP sites, including the Ventron
site, was obtained from U.S. ACE in late
2000. The closure documentation for
these sites will document the cleanup
and inform the public of their successful
decontamination of radioactive
contamination.

From 1942 to 1948, the Metal
Hydrides Corporation (predecessor to
the Ventron Corporation) conducted
natural uranium processing operations
under contract to the MED and its
successor, the AEC. The MED/AEC
contract operations at the Ventron site
involved conversion of uranium oxide
to uranium metal powder using calcium
hydride. In a process used later at the
facility, uranium oxide was reacted with
hydrogen fluoride to produce uranium
tetrafluoride, which was mixed with

magnesium and heated to produce
uranium metal. Other operations at the
site involved recovery of uranium from
scrap and turnings resulting from
operations at a fuel fabrication plant in
Hanford, Washington. Uranium-238 was
identified as the primary contaminant of
concern associated with MED/AEC
activities. Two of the original buildings,
which housed foundry facilities, were
demolished between 1948 and 1950
(after completion of AEC surveying and
decommissioning), and two other
buildings (Buildings B and F) were
erected at these locations. The
remaining original buildings (Buildings
A and A-1) contained furnaces,
leaching facilities, a mixing room, a
drying room, and analytical laboratories.
The Alfa Building was used in later
non-MED-related thorium operations,
reportedly involving purification of
thorium compounds. The primary
radioactive contaminant resulting from
this work was thorium-232.

In 1965, Metal Hydrides Corporation
became the Ventron Corporation, which
was acquired by the Thiokol
Corporation in late 1976. In 1980,
Ventron became a division of Morton
Thiokol, Incorporated (renamed Morton
International in 1990). The site was
designated for remedial action under
FUSRAP in 1986.

Site characterization was performed
in 1992 using the Streamlined Approach
for Environmental Restoration method,
an expedited approach developed by
DOE to quickly and efficiently conduct
remedial investigations/feasibility
studies at DOE facilities. This approach
indicated several areas of
contamination.

Primary radioactive contaminants
were uranium-238, thorium-232, and
radium-226. Residual radioactive
contamination (primarily uranium) was
identified in soil and in fill, material
beneath four buildings, and elevated
surface contamination was found in
Buildings A and A-1. A Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) signed by DOE and
Morton International in 1996 provided
that FUSRAP would decontaminate all
buildings containing radioactivity above
DOE Order 5400.5 guidelines in effect at
the time (whether of government or non-
government origin) and that Morton
would demolish the buildings.

Before remedial action began, the site
was surveyed to delineate boundaries of
radioactive contamination, supplement
existing characterization information,
and obtain radiological and chemical
data needed to classify the waste
generated during cleanup. Waste profile
information was necessary to establish
acceptability of the various waste
streams at the Envirocare of Utah low-
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level radioactive waste disposal facility
in Clive, Utah. Cleanup activities were
conducted in full compliance with
applicable Federal and State waste
management and transportation
requirements.

Radiological decontamination of the
Ventron site by the DOE occurred in two
phases: In September 1995, and from
May 1996 to March 1997. Supplemental
sampling of the site to verify the
adequacy of radiological remediation
was performed in July 1997.

In September 1995, the first phase of
DOE remediation of site tidal flats
(harbor) adjacent to the seawall began.
During this first phase of remediation, a
walkover was performed over the entire
harbor down to the low-tide mark, and
areas with elevated levels of radioactive
materials were targeted for remediation.
Elevated readings were found in three
areas. Excavations were completed in
the first two areas, and post-remedial
action samples were collected.
Excavation was halted in the third area
because contamination in that area was
too extensive to be removed by manual
methods. During the second phase of
the remedial action, this third area was
remediated and post-remedial action
samples were collected.

Pursuant to the MOA between DOE
and Morton International, several onsite
buildings were demolished and the
crushed building rubble was sampled.
Rubble meeting DOE guidelines
contained in DOE Order 5400.5 was
stockpiled and used as backfill along the
seawall. Building slabs were surveyed
and either decontaminated and left in
place or removed and disposed of with
other contaminated material.

Excavation of contaminated materials
was the primary remedial action
technique used at the Ventron site.
Eleven discrete areas of the site were
excavated and verified for compliance
with radiological cleanup criteria.
Excavations occurred beneath
demolished buildings, in the northwest
corner of the site, and in the harbor area.

Post-remedial action surveys
conducted in 1996 and 1997 have
demonstrated, and DOE has certified,
that the subject property is in
compliance with DOE radiological
decontamination criteria and standards
in effect at the conclusion of remedial
action. These criteria and standards are
established to protect members of the
general public and occupants of the site
and to ensure that reasonably
foreseeable future use of the site will
result in no radiological exposure above
applicable guidelines. Accordingly, this
property is released from the FUSRAP
program. These findings are supported
by the DOE’s Certification Docket for the

Remedial Action Performed at the
Ventron site in Beverly, Massachusetts.
DOE makes no representation regarding
the condition of the site as a result of
activities conducted subsequent to
DOE’s post-remedial action surveys.

The certification docket will be
available for review between 9 a.m. and
4 p.m., Monday through Friday (except
Federal holidays), in the DOE Public
Reading Room located in Room 1E-190
of the Forrestal Building, 1000
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC. Copies of the
certification docket will also be
available in the DOE Information
Center, 475 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak
Ridge, Tennessee, 37831, and the
Beverly Public Library, 32 Essex Street,
Beverly, Massachusetts, 01915.

The DOE, through the Office Director,
Ohio Office (EM—-31), Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Office of Site Closure (EM—
30), the Assistant Secretary for the
Office Environmental Management
(EM), has issued the following
statement:

Statement of Certification: Ventron Site
in Beverly, Massachusetts

The DOE, Oak Ridge Operations
Office (OR), Office of Environmental
Management, Oak Ridge Reservation,
Remediation Management Group, and
the U.S. DOE Office of Environmental
Management (EM), Office of Site
Closure (EM—30), Ohio Office (EM-31),
has reviewed and analyzed the
radiological data obtained following
remedial action at the Ventron site in
Beverly, Massachusetts, (Deed Book
10091, Page 339, in the records of Essex
County, Massachusetts). Based on the
analysis of all data collected, including
post-remedial action surveys, DOE
certifies that any residual contamination
remaining onsite at the time remedial
actions were completed falls within
DOE radiological decontamination
criteria and standards for use of the
property without radiological
restrictions. This certification of
compliance provides assurance that
reasonably foreseeable future use of the
site will result in no radiological
exposure above DOE radiological
criteria and standards for protecting
members of the general public and
occupants of the property.

Property owned by: Morton
International, Incorporated, 123 North
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois, 60606.

Issued in Germantown, Maryland.

Sally A. Robison,

Office Director, Ohio Office, Office of Site
Closure.

[FR Doc. 03-26517 Filed 10-20-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Energy Information Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request

AGENCY: Energy Information
Administration (EIA), Department of
Energy (DOE).

ACTION: Agency information collection
activities: Submission for OMB review;
comment request.

SUMMARY: The EIA has submitted the
Petroleum Supply Reporting System
surveys to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and a
three-year extension under section
3507(h)(1) of the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13) (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.).

DATES: Comments must be filed by
November 20, 2003. If you anticipate
that you will be submitting comments
but find it difficult to do so within that
period, you should contact the OMB
Desk Officer for DOE listed below as
soon as possible.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Bill
Nickerson, OMB Desk Officer for DOE,
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget. To ensure receipt of the
comments by the due date, submission
by FAX (202-395-7285) or e-mail
(William_Nickerson@omb.eop.gov) is
recommended. The mailing address is
726 Jackson Place NW., Washington, DC
20503. The OMB DOE Desk Officer may
be telephoned at 202—395-7151 (A copy
of your comments should also be
provided to EIA’s Statistics and
Methods Group at the address below.)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Herbert Miller. To
ensure receipt of the comments by the
due date, submission by FAX (202-287—
1705) or e-mail
(herbert.miller@eia.doe.gov) is
recommended. The mailing address is
Statistics and Methods Group (EI-70),
Forrestal Building, U.S. Department of
Energy, Washington, DC 20585—-0670.
Mr. Miller may be contacted by
telephone at (202) 287-1711.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
section contains the following
information about the energy
information collection submitted to
OMB for review: (1) The collection
numbers and title; (2) the sponsor (i.e.,
the Department of Energy component);
(3) the current OMB docket number (if
applicable); (4) the type of request (i.e.,
new, revision, extension, or
reinstatement); (5) response obligation
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