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is in a language other than English, the
United States International Preliminary
Examining Authority may, where the
validity of the priority claim is relevant
for the formulation of the opinion
referred to in Article 33(1), invite the
applicant to furnish an English
translation of the priority document
within two months from the date of the
invitation. If the translation is not
furnished within that time limit, the
international preliminary report may be
established as if the priority had not
been claimed.

Dated: October 10, 2003.

Jon W. Dudas,

Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Deputy Director of
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office.

[FR Doc. 03—26338 Filed 10-17-03; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing directed
fishing for groundfish by vessels using
trawl gear in the Gulf of Alaska (GOA),
except for directed fishing for pollock
by vessels using pelagic trawl gear in
those portions of the GOA open to
directed fishing for pollock. This action
is necessary because the 2003 Pacific
halibut prohibited species catch (PSC)
limit specified for trawl gear in the GOA
has been caught.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), October 15, 2003, until
1200 hrs, A.Lt., December 31, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and

Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 Pacific halibut PSC limit for
vessels using trawl was established as
2,000 metric tons (mt) by the final 2003
harvest specifications for groundfish of
the GOA (68 FR 9924, March 3, 2003).

The Administrator, Alaska Region,
has determined, in accordance with
§679.21(d)(7)(i), that vessels engaged in
directed fishing for groundfish with
trawl gear in the GOA have caught the
2003 Pacific halibut PSC limit.
Therefore, NMFS is closing the directed
fishery for groundfish by vessels using
trawl gear in the GOA, except for
directed fishing for pollock by vessels
using pelagic trawl gear in those
portions of the GOA that remain open
to directed fishing for pollock.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003
Pacific halibut PSC limit and therefore
reduce the public’s ability to use and
enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by §679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 14, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03—-26392 Filed 10-15-03; 3:31 pm]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 021213310-3251-03; I.D.
100203C]

RIN 0648—-AP92

Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program
for Pacific Halibut and Sablefish;
Technical Amendment

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; technical
amendment.

SUMMARY: This document reinstates
recordkeeping and reporting regulations
implementing the IFQQ Cost Recovery
Program which were inadvertently
removed from regulations in a final rule
published in the Federal Register on
July 29, 2003. That final rule
implemented Amendment 72 to the
Fishery Management Plan for the
Groundfish Fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Area (Amendment
72) and Amendment 64 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Gulf of Alaska
(Amendment 64) (collectively,
Amendments 72/64) and revised
recordkeeping and reporting
requirements for the IFQ and CDQ
halibut programs. This action is
necessary to correct the error and restore
the regulations implementing the IFQ
Cost Recovery Program.

DATES: Effective October 15, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patsy A. Bearden, 907-586—7228 or
patsy.bearden@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The IFQQ
Cost Recovery Program is managed by
the NMFS, Alaska Region, Restricted
Access Management (RAM). Regulations
implementing the IFQQ Cost Recovery
Program were published in the Federal
Register on March 20, 2000 (65 FR
14919) and amended by publication in
the Federal Register on January 28,
2002 (67 FR 4100). Under the
regulations, an IFQ permit holder incurs
a cost recovery fee liability for each
pound of IFQ halibut or sablefish
landed on his/her permit(s). The
regulations included recordkeeping and
reporting requirements at §679.5(1)(7)
necessary to implement the IFQ Cost
Recovery Program. See 65 FR 14923
(March 20, 2000), amended at 67 FR
4130 (January 28, 2002). A final rule
published in the Federal Register on
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