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land a substantial number of the new 
populations have been found, will 
afford adequate protection to the species 
upon delisting, when Eriastrum hooveri 
will be designated by BLM as a sensitive 
species pursuant to BLM Manual 6840 
and California State Manual 
Supplement H–6840.06. The post-
delisting monitoring, required under 
section 4 of the Act, will be facilitated 
by BLM’s implementation of their 
Caliente Resource Management Plan 
(RMP) (BLM 1996). Under the RMP and 
separate agreements, BLM will conduct 
species-specific monitoring as well as 
monitoring of residual threats at 
representative sites within the 4 
metapopulations. Threats considered 
‘‘residual’’ for E. hooveri are habitat 
disturbance, removal of protections 
afforded by the Act, and poorly 
managed grazing and encroachment by 
nonnative plants. 

The Service will monitor the 
implementation of these commitments 
for the first 5 years following delisting. 
During this time the RMP and other 
BLM commitments will be reviewed 
annually by the Service. The Service 
will monitor BLM’s commitment to 
declare Eriastrum hooveri a sensitive 
species, and BLM’s implementation of 
the RMP with regard to residual threats. 
The Service will monitor the 
management commitments by BLM to 
limit habitat disturbance; the collective 
commitments by BLM, particularly the 
sensitive species designation, which 
provide protections similar to those 
afforded by the Act; and the use of best 
management practices by all grazing 
lessees and BLM’s implementation of 
other such practices to limit 
encroachment by nonnative plants. 
Additionally, we will review the data on 
residual threats and E. hooveri collected 
by BLM under their monitoring plan. At 
the close of 5 years we will evaluate 
whether BLM’s RMP affords the 
conditions necessary to maintain the 
species in sufficient numbers and 
distribution such that the status of E. 
hooveri is secure. 

The BLM monitoring plan is being 
designed to detect changes in the status 
of Eriastrum hooveri primarily by 
monitoring residual threats and habitat 
conditions. The BLM will monitor 
residual threats coupled with species-
specific monitoring, in a representative 
fashion within all four metapopulations, 
including the San Joaquin Valley floor 
metapopulation. The BLM’s monitoring 
plan will be agreed upon by the Service. 

Thresholds that would trigger an 
extension of monitoring or a status 
review will be presented in the Service’s 
draft post-delisting monitoring plan. At 
the end of the 5-year period, we may 

end post-delisting monitoring if 
information indicates that the overall 
status of Eriastrum hooveri is secure 
(i.e., BLM’s RMP affords the conditions 
necessary to maintain the species in 
sufficient numbers and distribution 
such that the status of E. hooveri is 
secure).

Paperwork Reduction Act 
Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB) regulations at 5 CFR 1320, which 
implement provisions of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, require that Federal 
agencies obtain approval from OMB 
before collecting information from the 
public. An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. Implementation of this 
rule does not include any collections of 
information that require approval by 
OMB under the Paperwork Reduction 
Act. 

National Environmental Policy Act 
We have determined that we do not 

need to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment, as defined under the 
authority of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, in connection with 
regulations adopted pursuant to section 
4(a) of the Act. We published a notice 
outlining our reasons for this 
determination in the Federal Register 
on October 25, 1983 (48 FR 49244). 
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A complete list of all references cited 

herein is available upon request from 
the Sacramento Fish and Wildlife 
Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(see ADDRESSES section). 

Author 
The primary author of this final rule 

is Graciela Hinshaw, Sacramento Fish 
and Wildlife Office, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (see ADDRESSES 
section).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17 
Endangered and threatened species, 

Exports, Imports, Reporting and record-
keeping requirements, Transportation.

Regulation Promulgation

■ For the reasons set out in the preamble, 
we hereby amend part 17, subchapter B 
of chapter I, Title 50 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, as set forth below:

PART 17—[AMENDED]

■ 1. The authority citation for part 17 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361–1407; 16 U.S.C. 
1531–1544; 16 U.S.C. 4201–4245; Pub. L. 99–
625, 100 Stat. 3500, unless otherwise noted.

§ 17.12 [Amended]

■ 2. Section 17.12(h) is amended by 
removing the entry for ‘‘Eriastrum 
hooveri, Hoover’s woolly star’’ under 
‘‘Flowering Plants’’ from the List of 
Endangered and Threatened Plants.

Dated: September 29, 2003. 
Steve Williams, 
Director, Fish and Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 03–25364 Filed 10–6–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 021212307–3037–02; I.D. 
100103B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the 
Western Aleutian District

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Atka mackerel in the Western 
Aleutian District of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands management area 
(BSAI). This action is necessary to 
prevent exceeding the 2003 Atka 
mackerel total allowable catch (TAC) in 
this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), October 2, 2003, until 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh 
Keaton, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
BSAI exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area 
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council under 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act. Regulations governing fishing by 
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of Atka mackerel in the 
Western Aleutian District of the BSAI 
was established by the final 2003 
harvest specifications for groundfish in 
the BSAI (68 FR 9907, March 3, 2003) 
as 18,491 metric tons (mt). Regulations 
that are the basis for specifying this TAC 
are found at § 679.20(c)(3)(iii) and (c)(6).
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In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2003 Atka mackerel 
TAC in the Western Aleutian District 
will be reached. Therefore, the Regional 
Administrator is establishing a directed 
fishing allowance of 18,441 mt, and is 
setting aside the remaining 50 mt as 
bycatch to support other anticipated 
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will be reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for Atka mackerel in the 
Western Aleutian District of the BSAI.

Classification
This action responds to the best 

available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the Atka 
mackerel TAC in the Western Aleutian 
District, and therefore reduce the 
public’s ability to use and enjoy the 
fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30–day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 1, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–25354 Filed 10–02–03; 2:05 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S
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