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DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before October 29, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments on this 
application may be mailed or delivered 
in triplicate to the FAA at the following 
address: Philip Brito, Manager, FAA 
New York Airports District Office, 600 
Old Country Road, Suite 446, Garden 
City, New York 11530. 

In addition, one copy of any 
comments submitted to the FAA must 
be mailed or delivered to Mr. Clifton 
Anderson, Jr., Chairperson, Woodbine, 
New Jersey, at the following address: 
Mr. Clifton Sanderson, Jr., Chairperson, 
Woodbine Port Authority, P.O. Box 144, 
Woodbine, New Jersey 08270.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Philip Brito, Manager, New York 
Airports District Office, 600 Old 
Country Road, Suite 446, Garden City, 
New York 11530; telephone (516) 227–
3803; FAX (516) 227–3813; E-Mail 
Philip.Brito@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April 
5, 2000, new authorizing legislation 
became effective. That bill, the Wendell 
H. Ford Aviation Investment and 
Reform Act for the 21st Century, Pub. L. 
10–181 (Apr. 5, 2000; 114 Stat. 61) (AIR 
21) requires that a 30 day public notice 
must be provided before the Secretary 
may waive any condition imposed on an 
interest in surplus property.

Issued in Garden City, New York, on 
September 19, 2003. 
Philip Brito, 
Manager, New York Airports District Office, 
Eastern Region.
[FR Doc. 03–24610 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Licensees

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of policy.

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Office of the 
Associate Administrator for Commercial 
Space Transportation (AST) is 
responsible for licensing entities to 
conduct commercial space launch and 
reentry operations and to operate 
commercial launch an reentry sites. 
According to the terms and conditions 
of a license issued by the FAA/AST, 
each licensee has a public safety 
responsibility in which they are 
responsible for the safe conduct of 
licensed commercial space 
transportation operations. As part of 

their safety responsibility, a licensee 
must ensure that personnel who 
perform safety-critical functions are not 
impaired, either by intoxication from 
alcohol or from being under the 
influence of unlawful drugs, such that 
an individual’s judgment is affected 
while performing those safety-critical 
functions that can affect safe operations.
DATES: This notice is effective 
September 30, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Stephen Izon, AST–200, Office of the 
Associate Administrator for Commercial 
Space Transportation (AST), Room 331, 
Federal Aviation Administration, 800 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC. 20591, telephone: 
(202) 385–4712.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
mission includes authorizing 
commercial space transportation 
activities under 49 U.S.C. chapter 701, 
consistent with public health and safety, 
safety of property, and the national 
security and foreign policy interests of 
the United States. Commercial space 
transportation activities licensed by the 
FAA include launch of a launch vehicle, 
including a suborbital rocket, reentry of 
a reentry vehicle, and operation of a 
launch or reentry site. The FAA works 
to ensure that licensed activities are 
conducted safely so as not to jeopardize 
public safety or safety of property. 

Under a license and implementing 
regulations, 14 CFR Chapter III, the FAA 
places responsibility for public safety on 
a licensee in conducting licensed 
activities. According to 14 CFR 415.71, 
a launch licensee is ‘‘responsible for 
ensuring the safe conduct of a licensed 
launch and for ensuring that public 
safety and safety of property are 
protected at all times during the 
conduct of a licensed launch.’’ 
Similarly, 14 CFR 431.71 states that in 
the conduct of reusable launch vehicle 
(RLV) missions and re-entry operations, 
a ‘‘licensee is responsible for ensuring 
the safe conduct of an RLV mission and 
for protecting public health and safety 
and the safety of property during the 
conduct of the mission.’’ Additionally, 
as stated in the terms and conditions of 
launch site operator licenses, a licensee 
is responsible for ensuring the safe 
operation of the site and for ensuring 
that public safety and safety of property 
are protected at all times during its 
licensed activities. 

In placing responsibility for the safe 
conduct of licensed activity on a 
licensee, the FAA places a duty on a 
licensee to, among other things, 
safeguard against unsafe practices or 
conditions when conducting authorized 
activities, which by their very nature 

can be hazardous to the public and have 
the potential to affect the safety of the 
uninvolved public. Licensee vigilance is 
critical in this regard. A licensee’s 
public safety responsibility includes 
ensuring that a person who performs a 
safety-critical function is not impaired, 
either by alcohol or from being under 
the influence of unlawful drugs such 
that personal judgment is affected when 
performing a safety-critical function. 

Currently, there are no FAA 
regulations mandating a drug and 
alcohol testing program for licensees. 
However, the absence of a regulatory 
program requiring employee testing 
does not mean that the FAA is not 
concerned about the possible misuse of 
alcohol or unlawful drugs by 
individuals performing safety-critical 
functions during or in support of the 
conduct of licensed operations. As 
evidenced in other modes of 
transportation, the misuse of alcohol or 
unlawful drugs has been a factor in 
transportation accidents and in several 
instances, its detection prevented a 
situation that could have endangered 
the safety of the public. 

So far, the public safety track record 
for the space transportation industry 
speaks for itself. There has not been one 
drug or alcohol related incident or 
accident in the decades of U.S. space 
launch experience. Accordingly, the 
FAA is not directing, by regulation, that 
a licensee comply with a prescribed 
drug and alcohol testing program. 
However, in fulfilling a licensee’s 
responsibility for public safety, the FAA 
expects each licensee to employ 
appropriate safeguards against the 
hazards that could be created if persons 
impaired by use of alcohol or unlawful 
drugs are allowed to affect the safe 
conduct of licensed operations. 

While a licensee is not responsible for 
policing federal employees or those of 
federal government contractors, a 
licensee, however, would be in violation 
of its safety responsibility under a 
license if it allowed licensed activity to 
proceed when the licensee knows or has 
reason to know that federal personnel, 
including contractor personnel, 
performing safety-critical functions are 
under the influence of alcohol or 
unlawful drugs. 

Safety-critical, as defined in CFR 
401.5 means ‘‘essential to safe 
performance or operation. A safety-
critical system, subsystem, condition, 
event, operation, process or item is one 
whose property recognition, control, 
performance or tolerance is essential to 
system operation such that it does not 
jeopardize public safety.’’ A safety-
critical function is one that is essential 
to safe performance or operation. A 
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safety-critical individual who performs 
safety-critical functions properly is 
essential to safe operations conducted 
under a license. In order to perform 
these safety-critical functions properly, 
a safety-critical individual must be in a 
mental state in which judgment is 
unimpaired by alcohol or unlawful drug 
usage, since their functions may include 
the ability to make time-critical 
decisions. 

For commercial space launch 
operations, a safety-critical individual 
typically is part of a licensee’s safety 
organization. For RLVs, safety-critical 
personnel also include the flight crew if 
they are part of a flight safety system. 
Crew who manage flight safety are 
responsible for ensuring that a launch 
vehicle does not pose a public safety 
threat. A typical safety-critical function 
would be initiation of a destruct 
command of a flight safety system, 
which, as defined in 14 CFR 401.5, is a 
system designed to limit or restrict the 
hazards to public health and safety and 
the safety of property presented by a 
launch or reentry vehicle in flight 
through controlled ending to vehicle 
flight. An employee performing this 
safety-critical function which impaired, 
either under the influence of alcohol or 
unlawful drugs, might, for instance, fail 
to actuate the flight safety system when 
the launch vehicle leaves the 
established flight safety limits. In this 
scenario, the vehicle or vehicle debris 
could impact a populated area, 
imposing an unacceptable risk to the 
public or property. 

If a licensee were to allow an 
individual who performs safety-critical 
functions to perform those functions 
while under the influence of alcohol or 
unlawful drugs, the FAA would regard 
the licensee to be in violation of its 
safety responsibility under the license 
and FAA regulations. The FAA may 
commence appropriate enforcement 
action, including suspension of a 
license, a civil penalty action, or both, 
against the licensee.

Issued in Washington, DC, September 24, 
2003. 

Patricia G. Smith, 
Associate Administrator for Commercial 
Space Transportation.
[FR Doc. 03–24611 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–123–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

[Summary Notice No. PE–2003–56] 

Petitions for Exemption; Dispositions 
of Petitions Issued

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of dispositions of prior 
petitions. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to FAA’s rulemaking 
provisions governing the application, 
processing, and disposition of petitions 
for exemption part 11 of Title 14, Code 
of Federal Regulations (14 CFR), this 
notice contains the dispositions of 
certain petitions previously received. 
The purpose of this notice is to improve 
the public’s awareness of, and 
participation in, this aspect of FAA’s 
regulatory activities. Neither publication 
of this notice nor the inclusion or 
omission of information in the summary 
is intended to affect the legal status of 
any petition or its final disposition.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Caren Centorelli, Office of Rulemaking 
(ARM–1), Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591. 
Tel. (202) 267–8199. 

This notice is published pursuant to 
14 CFR 11.85 and 11.91.

Issued in Washington, DC, on September 
24, 2003. 
Donald P. Byrne, 
Assistant Chief Counsel for Regulations.

Dispositions of Petitions 

Docket No.: FAA–2003–15356. 
Petitioner: Lufthansa Technik AG. 
Section of 14 CFR Affected: 14 CFR 

25.785(j). 
Description of Relief Sought/

Disposition: To provide relief from the 
handhold requirement of § 25.785(j). 
This exemption allows the installation 
of an interior arrangement that does not 
provide firm handholds for the Boeing 
Model 737–700 IGW airplane where the 
airplane is not operated for hire or 
offered for common carriage. Grant, 09/
03/2003, Exemption No.8124.

Docket No.: FAA–2003–15585. 
Petitioner: Midcoast Aviation, Inc. 
Section of 14 CFR Affected: 14 CFR 

25.813(e). 
Description of Relief Sought/

Disposition: To provide relief from 
§ 25.813(e) in order to allow installation 
of interior doors between passenger 
compartments on the Dassault Aviation 
airplane models Mystere Falcon 900 and 

Falcon 900EX. Grant, 09/03/2003, 
Exemption No.8123.

[FR Doc. 03–24600 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

User Input to the Aviation Weather 
Technology Transfer (AWTT) Board

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Department of 
Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: FAA will hold an informal 
public meeting to seek aviation weather 
user input. Details: October 7, 2003, 
Orange County Convention Center, 9800 
International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819, 
1:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in rooms 307A and 
B. The objective of this meeting is to 
provide an opportunity for interested 
aviation weather users to provide input 
on FAA’s plans for implementing new 
weather products.
DATES: The meeting will be held in 
rooms 307A and B at The Orange 
County Convention Center, 9800 
International Drive, Orlando, FL in 
conjunction with the National Business 
Aviation Association, Inc. (NBAA) 2003 
Convention. Times: 1:30 p.m.–5 p.m. on 
October 7, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Debi 
Bacon, Aerospace Weather Policy 
Division, ARS–100, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Ave., SW., Washington, DC 20591; 
telephone number (202) 385–7705; Fax: 
(202) 385–7701; e-mail: 
debi.bacon@faa.gov. Internet address: 
http://www.debi.bacon@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

History 
In 1999, the FAA established an 

Aviation Weather Technology Transfer 
(AWTT) Board to manage the orderly 
transfer of weather capabilities and 
products from research and 
development into operations. The 
Director of the Aerospace Weather 
Policy and Standards Staff, ARS–20, 
chairs the AWTT Board. The board is 
composed of stakeholders in Air Traffic 
Services, ATS; Regulation and 
Certification, AVR; and Research and 
Acquisitions, ARA in the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the Office 
of Climate, Water and Weather Services, 
OS and Office of Science and 
Technology, OST in the National 
Weather Service. 

The AWTT Board meets semi-
annually or as needed, to determine the 
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