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will be considered part of the public 
record on this proposed action and will 
be available for public inspection. 
Comments submitted anonymously will 
be accepted and considered; however, 
those who submit anonymous 
comments will not have standing to 
appeal the subsequent decision under 
36 CFR parts 215 and 217. Additionally, 
pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person 
may request the agency to withhold a 
submission from the public record by 
showing how the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) permits such 
confidentiality. Persons requesting such 
confidentiality should be aware that, 
under FOIA, confidentiality may be 
granted in only very limited 
circumstances, such as to protect trade 
secrets. The Forest Service will inform 
the requester of the agency’s decision 
regarding the request for confidentiality, 
and where the request is denied, the 
agency will return the submission and 
notify the requester that the comments 
may be resubmitted with or without 
name and address within a specified 
number of days.

A draft EIS will be filed with the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and available for public review by 
January 2003. The EPA will publish a 
Notice of Availability (NOA) of the draft 
EIS in the Federal Register. The 
comment period on the draft EIS will be 
45 days from the date EPA publishes the 
notice of availability in the Federal 
Register. The final EIS is scheduled to 
be available April 2004. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of a draft EIS must structure 
their participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions 
[Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. 
v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978)]. 
Also, environmental objections that 
could be raised at the draft EIS stage but 
that are not raised until after completion 
of the final EIS may be waived or 
dismissed by the courts [City of Angoon 
v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 
1986) and Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. 
Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. 
Wis. 1980)]. Because of these court 
rulings, it is very important that those 
interested in this proposed action 
participate by the close of the 45-day 
comment period so that substantive 
comments and objections are made 
available to the Forest Service at a time 
when it can meaningfully consider them 
and respond to them in the final EIS. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns on the proposed action, 
comments on the draft EIS should be as 
specific as possible. It is also helpful if 
comments refer to specific pages or 
chapters of the draft statement. 
Comments may also address the 
adequacy of the draft EIS or the merits 
of the alternatives formulated and 
discussed in the statement. Reviewers 
may wish to refer to the Council on 
Environmental Quality Regulations for 
implementing the procedural provisions 
of the National Environmental Policy 
Act at 40 CFR 1503.3 in addressing 
these points. 

In the final EIS, the Forest Service is 
required to respond to substantive 
comments received during the comment 
period for the draft EIS. The Forest 
Service is the lead agency and the 
responsible official is the Forest 
Supervisor, Deschutes National Forest. 
The responsible official will decide 
where, and whether or not to salvage 
timber, reduce fuels, and reforest the 
area. The responsible official will also 
decide how to mitigate impacts of these 
actions and will determine when and 
how monitoring of effects will take 
place. 

The Davis Fire Recovery decision and 
the reasons for the decision will be 
documented in the record of decision. 
That decision will be subject to Forest 
Service Appeal Regulations (36 CFR 
Part 215).

Dated: September 10, 2003. 
Kevin Martin, 
Deputy Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–23679 Filed 9–16–03; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Deschutes Provincial 
Advisory Committee will meet on 
September 23, 2003 starting at 8 a.m. at 
the Supervisor’s Office at 1645 Highway 
20 east, Bend, Oregon. The agenda will 
include a field tour to discuss fire 
restoration. Also, one hour will be 
allocated to info sharing and a Public 
Forum from 3 p.m. till 3:30 p.m. All 
Deschutes Province Advisory 
Committee Meetings are open to the 
public.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Chris Mickle, Province Liaison, 

Deschutes NF, Crescent RD, P.O. Box 
208, Crescent, OR, 97754, Phone (541) 
433–3216.

Dated: September 11, 2003. 

Leslie A.C. Weldon, 
Deschutes National Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–23680 Filed 9–16–03; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Ravalli County Resource 
Advisory Committee will be meeting to 
discuss projects for 2003 and 
monitoring of 2002 projects. Agenda 
topics will include contracts for projects 
that have been accepted, presentation 
on other subjects and a public forum 
(question and answer session). The 
meeting is being held pursuant to the 
authorities in the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (Pub. L. 92–463) and 
under the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000 (Pub. L. 106–393). The meeting is 
open to the public.

DATES: The meeting will be held on 
September 23, 2003, 6:30 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Ravalli County Administration 
Building, 215 S. 4th Street, Hamilton, 
Montana. Send written comments to 
Jeanne Higgins, District Ranger, 
Stevensville Ranger district, 88 Main 
Street, Stevensville, MT 59860, by 
facsimile (406) 777–7423, or 
electronically to jmhiggins@fs.fed.us.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jeanne Higgins, Stevensville District 
Ranger and Designated Federal Officer, 
Phone: (406) 777–5461.

Dated: September 11, 2003. 

David T. Bull, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–23682 Filed 9–16–03; 8:45 am] 
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