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agreement, thus, these actions are
eligible for categorical exclusion under
NEPA. The “Low Effect” determination
is available for review.

DATES: Written comments on the
application should be received by
October 14, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Persons wishing to review
the application may obtain a copy by
writing to the Regional Director, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, PO Box 1306,
Room 4102, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87103. Persons wishing to review the
Agreement may obtain a copy by writing
to the Field Supervisor, Arizona
Ecological Services Field Office, 2321
West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103,
Phoenix, Arizona 85021—4951, (602)
242-0210. Documents relating to the
application will be available for public
inspection by written request, by
appointment only, during normal
business hours (8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) at
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Arizona Ecological Services Field
Office, Phoenix, Arizona.

Written data or comments concerning
the application and Agreement should
be submitted to the Field Supervisor,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arizona
Ecological Services Field Office, 2321
West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103,
Phoenix, Arizona 85021—4951. Please
refer to permit number TE-075891-0
when submitting comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Field Supervisor at the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Arizona Ecological
Services Field Office, 2321 West Royal
Palm Road, Suite 103, Phoenix, Arizona
85021-4951 (602) 242—-0210.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under a Safe Harbor Agreement,
participating property owners
voluntarily undertake management
activities on their property to enhance,
restore, or maintain habitat benefitting
species listed under the Act. Safe
Harbor Agreements encourage private
and other non-Federal property owners
to implement conservation efforts for
listed species by assuring property
owners they will not be subject to
increased property use restrictions if
their efforts attract listed species to their
property or increase the numbers or
distribution of listed species already on
their property. Application
requirements and issuance criteria for
enhancement of survival permits
through Safe Harbor Agreements are
found in 50 CFR 17.22(c).

James W. Crosswhite, owner of the
394-acre EC Bar Ranch, plans to
implement conservation measures on
2.5 miles of Nutrioso Creek, located one

mile north of Nutrioso, in Apache
County, Arizona. The conservation
measures will improve riverine,
riparian, and upland habitat through
establishment of native riparian
vegetation. These measures have been
shown to be effective in improving
water quality, reducing sedimentation,
and increasing stream bank stability.
The measures that will be implemented
include: planting 10,000 to 21,000
riparian trees, harvesting of cuttings of
riparian vegetation in two to four years,
planting of grasses and shrubs along the
flood plain terrace, and repairing old
and installing new livestock and elk
fence exclosures.

The Agreement is expected to provide
a net conservation benefit for two
federally listed species; the
southwestern willow flycatcher and the
Little Colorado spinedace. The baseline
condition for the southwestern willow
flycatcher is zero. This is because there
is currently no habitat for this species in
the project area. The Safe Harbor Policy
states that the baseline can be described
using measurements of available
suitable habitat components. Because
data from fish surveys can vary due to
the monitoring methods used as well as
fluctuations in natural conditions,
actual population levels will not be
used to quantify baseline conditions for
the Little Colorado spinedace. Instead,
the baseline conditions will use the
number of woody riparian trees that are
three feet or greater in height that are
present either as individuals or as
clumps along the 2.5 miles of Nutrioso
Creek on the EC Bar Ranch at the
signing of this Agreement. Currently
there are approximately 100 individual
or clumps of woody riparian trees
consisting of coyote willow, shiny
willow, strapleaf willow, narrowleaf
cottonwood, and thin-leafed alder in the
project area that are three feet or greater
in height.

The Agreement will provide
protection to the Applicant against
further regulation under the Endangered
Species Act in the event that any of the
covered species should be taken on his
land as a result of implementation of the
proposed conservation measures.

The Service will evaluate the permit
application, associated documents, and
comments submitted to determine
whether the permit application meets
the issuance criteria of 50 CFR 17. If,
upon completion of the 30-day
comment period, the Service determines
that the criteria are met, the Service will
sign the Agreement and issue an
enhancement of survival permit under
section 10 (a)(1)(A) of the Act to James
W. Crosswhite for take of southwestern
willow flycatcher and Little Colorado

spinedace incidental to otherwise
lawful activities in accordance with the
terms of the Agreement.

Section 9 of the Act prohibits the
“taking” of threatened or endangered
species. However, the Service, under
limited circumstances, may issue
permits to take threatened and
endangered wildlife species incidental
to, and not the purpose of, otherwise
lawful activities. Regulations governing
permits for endangered species are at 50
CFR 17.22 and 50 CFR 17.32 for
threatened species.

This notice is provided pursuant to
section 10(c) of the Act and National
Environmental Policy Act regulations
(40 CFR 1506.6).

Bryan Arroyo,

Acting Regional Director, Southwest Region,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

[FR Doc. 03—23244 Filed 9-11-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4510-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and Notice of a Public Scoping
Meeting Related to the Pima County
Multi-Species Conservation Plan To Be
Held on October 4, 2003

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Intent to prepare an
EIS and notice of a public scoping
meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), this
notice advises the public that the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service)
intends to prepare an EIS to evaluate the
impacts of and alternatives for the
possible issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B)
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973,
as amended (Act), to Pima County. Pima
County is preparing to apply for an
incidental take permit through
development and implementation of the
Pima County Multi-Species
Conservation Plan (MSCP), which will
serve as a habitat conservation plan, as
required by the Act, for issuance of an
incidental take permit. The Pima
County MSCP will include measures
necessary to minimize and mitigate the
effects of the proposed taking of listed
and sensitive species and their habitats.

Date of Scoping Meeting: A public
scoping meeting will be held on October
4, 2003, at 10 a.m. at the Pima County
Public Works.
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DATES: Written comments on possible
conservation alternatives and issues to
be addressed in the EIS must be
received by October 27, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to Mr. Steven L. Spangle, Field
Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 2321 West Royal Palm Road,
Suite 103, Phoenix, AZ, 85021. Oral and
written comments will also be accepted
at the public scoping meeting to be held
at the offices of Pima County Public
Works, Room C in the Basement, 201
North Stone Avenue, Tucson, Arizona
85701.

Comments, as well as the names and
addresses of commentors, may be
disclosed under the Freedom of
Information Act unless a commentor
gives a privacy or other exemption
justification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: On
the EIS, Contact: Ms. Sherry Barrett,
Assistant Field Supervisor, Tucson
Suboffice, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 110 S. Church, Suite 3450,
Tucson, AZ, 85701, at 520/670—4617.

For Further Information on the Pima
County MSCP Contact: Mr. Paul Fromer,
RECON, 1927 Fifth Avenue, Suite 200,
San Diego, California 92101-2358 at
619/308-9333. Information on the
purpose, membership, meeting
schedules, and documents associated
with the Pima County MSCP may be
obtained on the Internet at http://
www.co.pima.az.us/cmo/sdcp/
index.html.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice advises the public that the
Service intends to gather information
necessary to determine impacts and
alternatives for an EIS related to the
issuance of an incidental take permit to
Pima County, pursuant to section
10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (Act), and the
implementation of the Pima County
Multi-Species Conservation Plan
(MSCP), which will provide measures to
minimize and mitigate the effects of the
incidental take of federally listed
species.

Background

Pima County, Arizona, is home to
over 800,000 residents, and the
population is expected to reach 1.2
million by the year 2020. The Pima
County Board of Supervisors is
responsible for the protection of those
lands in Pima County that are of
environmental, cultural, or historic
importance. Given Pima County’s rapid
growth rate, the Board of Supervisors
has recognized the need to balance
economic, environmental, and human
interests by implementing a regional,

ecosystem-based multi-species
conservation program.

In October of 1998, Pima County
developed a draft Sonoran Desert
Conservation Concept Plan (SDCP).
Pima County adopted the SDCP in
concept in March 1999 to frame future
regional land-use conservation planning
and formed an 84-member Steering
Committee and numerous technical
teams.

Pima County also agreed to pursue an
ecosystem-based approach to
developing the SDCP for interim and
long-term compliance with applicable
endangered species and environmental
laws and to implement conservation
and protection measures for species and
habitat covered in the SDCP. In
December 2001, the Pima County Board
of Supervisors adopted the Pima County
Comprehensive Plan Update, which
incorporates aspects of the SDCP.

On June 17, 2003, the
recommendations of the Steering
Committee were presented to the Pima
County Board of Supervisors for
formulation of the preferred alternative
for the MSCP.

Purpose of and Need for Action

The purpose of and need for the
proposed Pima County MSCP are: (1) to
ensure the long-term survival of the full
spectrum of plants and animals that are
indigenous to Pima County, through
maintaining or improving the habitat
conditions and ecosystems necessary for
their survival; and (2) to provide the
framework for a combination of actions
to protect and enhance the natural
environment through comprehensive,
long-range planning. This will ensure
that the County’s natural and urban
environments can not only coexist, but
can also develop an interdependent
relationship with one another. This
relationship will guide already
approved public bond investments and
conservation and preservation actions,
define Federal program and funding
priorities, and establish a regional
preference for the expenditure of State
funds to preserve and protect State
Trust lands threatened by urbanization.

Section 9 of the Act prohibits the
“taking” of threatened and endangered
species. The Service may, however,
under limited circumstances, issue
permits that allow the incidental take of
federally listed and candidate species,
incidental to, and not the purpose of,
the carrying out of otherwise lawful
activities. Regulations governing
permits for endangered and threatened
species are at 50 CFR 17.22 and 17.32,
respectively. The term “take” under the
Act means to harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture,

or collect, or attempt to engage in any
such conduct. Regulations define
“harm” as significant habitat
modification or degradation that results
in death or injury to listed species by
significantly impairing essential
behavioral patterns, including breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (50 CFR 17.3). The
proposed permit would allow approved
incidental take that is consistent with
the conservation guidelines of the Pima
County MSCP.

Section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Act contains
provisions for issuing incidental take
permits to non-federal entities for the
take of endangered and threatened
species, provided the following criteria
are met:

1. The taking will be incidental;

2. The applicant will, to the
maximum extent practicable, minimize
and mitigate the impact of such taking;

3. The applicant will ensure that
adequate funding for the Plan will be
provided;

4. The taking will not appreciably
reduce the likelihood of the survival
and recovery of the species in the wild;
and

5. Any other measures that the
Service may require as being necessary
or appropriate for the purposes of the
Plan.

The Pima County MSCP considers the
Act’s section 10(a)(1)(B) requirements
and is consistent with Pima County’s
larger conservation and land-use vision.

We anticipate that Pima County will
request permit coverage for a period of
20 to 50 years. Implementation of the
Pima County MSCP will result in the
establishment of a conservation lands
system that is expected to provide for
the conservation of covered species and
their habitats in perpetuity. Research
and monitoring in combination with
adaptive management will be used to
facilitate accomplishment of these goals.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is the issuance of
an incidental take permit for listed and
sensitive species in Pima County,
pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the
Act. Pima County will develop and
implement the Pima County MSCP,
which will serve as a habitat
conservation plan, as required by
section 10(a)(2)(A) of the Act. The Pima
County MSCP will provide measures to
minimize and mitigate the effects of the
taking on listed and sensitive species
and their habitats. The biological goal of
the Pima County MSCP is to ensure the
long-term survival of the full spectrum
of plants and animals that are
indigenous to Pima County through
maintaining or improving the habitat
conditions and ecosystem functions
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necessary for their survival and to
ensure that any incidental take of listed
species will not appreciably reduce the
likelihood of the survival and recovery
of those species.

The purpos of the scoping meeting to
be held on October 4, 2003, at 10:00
a.m. at the offices of Pima County Public
Works, Room C in the Basement, 201
North Stone Avenue, Tucson, Arizona is
to brief the public on the background of
the Pima County MSCP, alternative
proposals under consideration for the
draft EIS, and the Fish and Wildlife
Service’s role and steps that we will
take to develop the draft EIS for this
habitat conservation planning effort. At
the scoping meeting, there will be an
opportunity for the public to ask
questions, to provide oral comments
and also to provide written comments.
Written comments may also be sent to
the Fish and Wildlife Service by mail
(see ADDRESSES section above).

Activities proposed for coverage
under the incidental take permit include
lawful activities that would occur
consistent with the Pima County MSCP
conservation guidelines and include,
but are not limited to, maintenance of
county operations, implementation of
capital improvement projects, and
issuance of land-use related permits,
including those for residential and
commercial development.

Pima County is expected to apply for
an incidental take permit for 55
vulnerable species that would be
protected within their Conservation
Lands System map. The 55 species
include the following federally listed
species: the lesser long-nosed bat
(Leptonycteris curasoae yerbabuenae),
cactus ferruginous pygmy-owl
(Glaucidium brasilianum cactorum),
southwestern willow flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii extimus), Chiricahua
leopard frog (Rana Chiricahuensis),
desert pupfish (Cyprinodon
macularius), Gila topminnow
(Poeciliopsis occidentalis occidentalis),
Huachuca water umbel (Lilaeopsis
schaffneriana var. recurva), Nichol
Turk’s head cactus (Echinocactus
horizonthalonius var. nicholli), and
Pima pineapple cactus (Coryphantha
scheeri var. robustispina). In addition,
Pima County will seek to address and
cover the Gila chub (Gila intermedia), a
species proposed for listing, and the
Acuna cactus (Echinomastus
erectocentrus var. acunensis) and
yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus
americanus spp. Occidentalis), both of
which are candidates for listing. Pima
County is also seeking to address and
cover at least 43 other rare and/or
sensitive species that occur in the
County. Unlisted species that are

considered as if they were listed, and
that the Service finds are adequately
conserved by the Pima County MSCP,
will be automatically permitted for
incidental take should they be listed as
federally threatened or endangered
species in the future. Numerous other
listed and sensitive species for which
Pima County is not seeking permit
coverage will also benefit from the
conservation measures provided in the
Pima County MSCP through protection
of similar or overlapping habitat
conditions and ecosystem functions.

Alternatives

The proposed action and alternatives
that will be developed in the EIS will be
assessed against the No Action/No
Project alternative, which assumes that
some or all of the current and future
projects proposed in Pima County
would be implemented individually,
one at a time, and be in compliance
with the Act. The No Action/No Project
alternative implies that the impacts
from these potential projects on
sensitive species and habitats would be
evaluated and mitigated on a project-by-
project basis, as is currently the case.
For any activities involving take of
listed species due to non-federal
projects/actions, individual Section
10(a)(1)(B) permits would be required.
Without a coordinated, comprehensive
ecosystem-based conservation approach
for the region, listed species may not be
adequately addressed by individual
project-specific mitigation requirements,
unlisted candidate and sensitive species
would not receive proactive action
intended to preclude the need to list
them in the future, and project-specific
mitigation would be piecemeal and less
cost effective in helping Federal and
non-federal agencies work toward
recovery of listed species. Current
independent conservation actions
would continue, although some of these
are not yet funded.

Other alternatives that may be
considered in the EIS include issuance
of an incidental take permit for only the
9 currently listed species, plus those
species that would be adequately
addressed by the conservation measures
enacted for those 9 species; issuance of
an incidental take permit for an
undetermined number of listed and
unlisted species within the 55 identified
vulnerable species; and issuance of an
incidental take permit for the species
within the 55 identified vulnerable
species that are currently listed as
threatened and endangered or are
candidates or proposed for listing. In
addition, alternatives may consider
varying levels of take anticipated and
amount and location of mitigation.

Environmental Review

The primary issue to be addressed
during the scoping and planning
process for the MSCP and EIS is how to
resolve potential conflicts between
development or land management
practices and listed and sensitive
species in Pima County. We have
identified a preliminary list of probable
environmental issues and effects
associated with the proposed action.
Other issues may be identified during
the development of the Pima County
MSCP and through the public scoping
process. Until a firm proposal and
alternatives with specific actions and
locations are developed, it is difficult to
predict more specific impacts. The
preliminary list is as follows:

Urban land uses, including
residential, commercial, and industrial
development. Transportation, Water
resources, including watershed function
and water quality. Agriculture, air
resources, cultural and historic
resources, recreation. Ranching
practices and livestock grazing, mineral
resources, utility rights-of-way, fire
Management, social and economic
resources, environmental justice

We will conduct an environmental
review that analyzes the proposed
action, as well as a range of reasonable
alternatives and the associated impacts
of each. The EIS will be the basis for the
Service’s evaluation of impacts to the
species and the range of alternatives to
be addressed. The EIS is expected to
provide biological descriptions of the
affected species and habitats and an
analysis of the socioeconomic effects of
the proposed action.

This notice is being furnished in
accordance with 40 CFR 1501.7.
Comments and suggestions are invited
from all interested parties to ensure that
a range of issues and alternatives related
to the proposed action are identified.
The review of this project will be
conducted according to the
requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.),
National Environmental Policy Act
Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), other
appropriate Federal laws, regulations,
policies, and guidance, and Service
procedures for compliance with those
regulations.

After the environmental review is
complete, we will publish a notice of
availability and a request for comment
on the draft EIS and Pima County’s
permit application, which will include
the Pima County MSCP.
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The draft EIS is expected to be
completed and available to the public
by December 2003.

Bryan Arroyo,

Acting Regional Director, Southwest Region,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

[FR Doc. 03-23355 Filed 9-11-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Issuance of Permits

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of permits for
marine mammals.

SUMMARY: The following permits were
issued.

ADDRESSES: Documents and other
information submitted with these
applications are available for review,
subject to the requirements of the
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information
Act, by any party who submits a written
request for a copy of such documents to:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division
of Management Authority, 4401 North
Fairfax Drive, Room 700, Arlington,
Virginia 22203; fax (703) 358-2281.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Division of Management Authority,
telephone (703) 358-2104.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that on the dates below, as
authorized by the provisions of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Fish and Wildlife Service issued the
requested permits subject to certain
conditions set forth therein.

Marine Mammals

Permit No.

Applicant

Receipt of application Federal Register notice

Permit issuance date

Robert W. Ehle
Harry D. Brickley ....
Felix G. Widlacki

68 FR 32075; May 29, 2003
68 FR 33179; June 3, 2003
68 FR 33734, June 5, 2003

August 21, 2003
August 21, 2003
August 21, 2003

Dated: August 29, 2003.
Michael S. Moore,

Senior Permit Biologist, Branch of Permits,
Division of Management Authority.

[FR Doc. 03—23221 Filed 9-11-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership
Council

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, the
Fish and Wildlife Service announces a
meeting designed to foster partnerships
to enhance public awareness of the
importance of aquatic resources and the
social and economic benefits of
recreational fishing and boating in the
United States. This meeting, sponsored
by the Sport Fishing and Boating
Partnership Council (Council), is open
to the public, and interested persons
may make oral statements to the Council
or may file written statements for
consideration.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 24, 2003, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Florida Sea Base, 73800 Overseas
Highway, Islamorada, Florida 33036;
telephone (305) 664—5628.

Summary minutes of the conference
will be maintained by the Council
Coordinator at 4401 N. Fairfax Drive,

MS-4036—-AEA, Arlington, VA 22203,
and will be available for public
inspection during regular business
hours within 30 days following the
meeting. Personal copies may be
purchased for the cost of duplication.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laury Parramore, Council Coordinator,
at (703) 358-1711.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Sport
Fishing and Boating Partnership
Council was formed in January 1993 to
advise the Secretary of the Interior,
through the Director, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, about sport fishing and
boating issues. The Council represents
the interests of the public and private
sectors of the sport fishing and boating
communities and is organized to
enhance partnerships among industry,
constituency groups, and government.
The 18-member Council includes the
Director of the Service and the president
of the International Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies, who both serve
in ex officio capacities. Other Council
members are Directors from State
agencies responsible for managing
recreational fish and wildlife resources
and individuals who represent the
interests of saltwater and freshwater
recreational fishing, recreational
boating, the recreational fishing and
boating industries, recreational fisheries
resource conservation, aquatic resource
outreach and education, and tourism.
The Council will convene to discuss: (1)
The Council’s continuing role in
providing input to the Fish and Wildlife
Service on the Service’s strategic vision
for its Fisheries Program; (2) the
Council’s work in its role as a facilitator
of discussions with Federal and State

agencies and other sportfishing and
boating interests concerning a variety of
national boating and fisheries
management issues; and (3) the
Council’s role in providing the Interior
Secretary with information about the
implementation of the Strategic Plan for
the National Outreach and
Communications Program. The Interior
Secretary approved the Strategic Plan in
February 1999, as well as the five-year,
$36-million federally funded outreach
campaign authorized by the 1998
Sportfishing and Boating Safety Act that
is now being implemented by the
Recreational Boating and Fishing
Foundation, a private, nonprofit
organization.

Dated: September 4, 2003.
Steve Williams,
Director.
[FR Doc. 03—23233 Filed 9-11-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[ID-075-1830-XZ]

Change of Address/Relocation and
Public Room Closure: Idaho BLM

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Effective on or about October
14, 2003, the Pocatello Field Office will
be relocating to 4350 Cliffs Drive,
Pocatello, Idaho 83204. Please address
all correspondence to this address after
October 10, 2003.
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