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solicitations must provide the names, 
titles, and telephone numbers of 
authorized negotiators to assure that 
discussions are held with authorized 
individuals. The information collected 
is referred to before contract 
negotiations and it becomes part of the 
official contract file. 

B. Annual Reporting Burden 

Respondents: 65,660. 
Responses Per Respondent: 8. 
Total Responses: 525,280. 
Hours Per Response: .017. 
Total Burden Hours: 8,930. 

Obtaining Copies of Proposals 

Requesters may obtain a copy of the 
information collection documents from 
the General Services Administration, 
FAR Secretariat (MVA), Room 4035, 
1800 F Street, NW., Washington, DC 
20405, telephone (202) 501–4755. Please 
cite OMB Control No. 9000–0048, 
Authorized Negotiators, in all 
correspondence.

Dated: August 29, 2003. 
Laura G. Auletta, 
Director, Acquisition Policy Division.
[FR Doc. 03–22549 Filed 9–3–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6820–EP–P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army 

Preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Renewal 
of the Special Use Permit for Military 
Activities on the De Soto National 
Forest and the Implementation of the 
Master Plan at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi

AGENCY: Mississippi National Guard 
(MSNG), National Guard Bureau (NGB), 
Department of the Army (DA), DoD; 
National Forests in Mississippi, U.S. 
Forest Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: NGB as lead agency, along 
with the U.S. Forest Service as a 
cooperating agency, will prepare an EIS 
for the renewal of the Special Use 
Permit (SUP) for Military Use of 
National Forest Lands at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi. In addition, the EIS will 
address the implementation of the 
Master Plan for Camp Shelby.
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be 
forwarded to the Mississippi Army 
National Guard Environmental Office 
(MSARNG–ENV), ATTN: Brian Neely, 
Natural and Cultural Resources 
Manager, P.O. Box 5027, Jackson, MS 
39296–5027.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brian Neely, Natural and Cultural 
Resources Manager, at (601) 313–6128; 
or Colonel Robert A. Lee, Environmental 
Program Manager at (601) 313–6228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
MSNG has historically utilized public 
lands for military activities under a 
special use permit administered by the 
U.S. Forest Service. The current permit 
is subject to renewal in December 2005. 
The SUP establishes the levels and 
types of military activities that may 
occur on National Forest lands. EISs 
completed in 1991, 1994, and 1998 
evaluated current military activities at 
Camp Shelby. The proposed EIS will 
evaluate extending the SUP from 10 to 
20 years and will now include an 
Operations and Maintenance plan with 
alternatives covering military activities 
proposed by the proponents (DA and 
NGB) and update previous analyses as 
necessary. The EIS will disclose and 
evaluate the environmental impacts 
associated with military use of National 
Forest lands. The U.S. Forest Service 
and the NGB will utilize the EIS in 
making decisions concerning military 
use of National Forest, DoD, and state 
lands at Camp Shelby. The U.S. Forest 
Service will make its decision 
concerning the renewal of the SUP 
based upon the findings of the EIS. 

Significant Issues: Camp Shelby 
contains approximately 134,000 acres of 
land some of which serves as habitat for 
protected flora and fauna. This includes 
one Federally listed endangered plant 
species (Louisiana Quillwort), one 
Federally listed threatened species 
(Gopher Tortoise) and two Federal 
candidate species (Camp Shelby 
Burrowing Crawfish and the Black Pine 
Snake). Camp Shelby also includes two 
historic properties listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, two 
prehistoric sites eligible for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
and an additional 32 sites have been 
recommended for protection until phase 
II testing can assess the significance of 
these sites for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Camp Shelby 
also contains over six historic 
cemeteries that are fenced and protected 
from any disturbance. These natural and 
cultural resource issues will be 
considered in all proposed projects that 
are identified in the EIS. 

Alternatives: Two alternatives for 
military use of Camp Shelby have been 
identified for analysis in the EIS. The 
alternatives are: (1) No action, whereby 
military activities would be allowed to 
continue as presently permitted to 
include construction and maintenance 
of facilities evaluated and approved in 

previous environmental documents, and 
(2) mission requirements, whereby 
current activities and additional use to 
support mission requirements on State 
of Mississippi, DoD, and National Forest 
lands would be allowed. Future mission 
requirements include: combined arms 
area, military operations in military 
terrain facility, urban assault course, 
waste water treatment plant with 
associated pipeline, simulation and 
exercise center and Army 
transformation. Other alternatives may 
be assessed as more specific actions are 
developed, public concerns are raised, 
and issues identified. 

Public scoping meetings will be held 
at two locations: one in Hattiesburg and 
one on the Mississippi Gulf Coast area. 
Dates, times and exact locations for 
these meetings will be announced 
through letters, public notices, display 
advertisements, and legal 
advertisements and will be released to 
newspapers of general circulation a 
minimum of 15 days prior to the 
meetings.

Dated: August 27, 2003. 
Richard E. Newsome, 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Army (Environment, Safety and Occupational 
Health) OASA (I&E).
[FR Doc. 03–22475 Filed 9–3–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3710–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army 

Notice of Intent To Prepare a 
Legislative Environmental Impact 
Statement (LEIS) for the Withdrawal of 
Lands at the Limestone Hills Training 
Area (LHTA), Near Townsend, MT

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The Department of the Army 
announces its intent to prepare an LEIS 
pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969, as implemented by Council on 
Environmental Quality regulations (40 
CFR 1500–1508). The LEIS will analyze 
both the proposed withdrawal of lands 
supporting training exercises for the 
Montana Army National Guard 
(MTARNG) and the associated Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) Headwaters 
Resource Management Plan 
Amendment. The BLM is participating 
as an active cooperation agency in the 
preparation of the LEIS.
ADDRESSES: Written comments or 
questions should be forwarded by mail 
to Ms. Sundi West, Montana Army 
National Guard Fort Harrison, P.O. Box
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4789, Helena, MT 59604–4789; via 
telephone at (406) 324–3088, or via 
email at Sundi.West@mt.ngb.army.mil.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Susie Williams, U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management, 106 North Parkmont, 
Butte, MT 59701, via phone at (406) 
533–7638, or via email at 
Elizabeth_Williams@blm.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
objective of the LEIS is to provide the 
results of comprehensive analysis to the 
Secretary of Interior and the Department 
of the Army to develop findings and 
recommendations to Congress regarding 
the proposed land withdrawal, and to 
serve as a public information source. 
The study area for the environmental 
analysis will be resource-dependent and 
is likely to include all of Lewis and 
Clark County and Broadwater County 
for socio-economic resources, all 
MTARNG facilities for military mission, 
and the LHTA for biological and 
mineral resources. 

The LEIS will analyze potential 
environmental effects of the proposed 
action and alternatives including a no 
action alternative. Under the no action 
alternative, the current right-of-way 
grant from the BLM for use of the LHTA 
by the MTARNG would not be renewed 
in 2014 for continued military purposes. 
Other alternatives may consist of 
alternatives-shared management roles of 
the LHTA for the MTARNG and the 
BLM, alternative land use options, and 
alternative locations. The alternatives 
will be developed during preparation of 
the Draft LEIS as a result of public 
input. 

Significant Issues: The LHTA is a 
23,100-acre parcel of land with private 
and state-owned in-holdings totaling 
approximately 2,640 acres. BLM 
manages 20,460 acres of the total 
acreage and allows the MTARNG to 
conduct military training on its property 
through a right-of-way agreement that is 
set to expire in 2014. The public land 
is also used for gazing, mining, 
recreation, transportation utility right-
of-ways, and wildlife management. A 
limestone mine is currently operating 
within the LHTA and every federally-
managed acre of the LHTA falls within 
one of seven grazing allotments. In 
addition, the MTARNG is currently 
engaged in clearing unexploded 
ordnance from a range on the LHTA that 
is no longer in use. 

Significant issues the LEIS will 
analyze include the following and as 
well as any additional issues raised 
during scoping: (1) Continued ability of 
Graymont Western’s Indian Creek 
Limestone Mine to extract and process 
ore within the LHTA; (2) allocation and 

management of grazing allotments; (3) 
public access to the LHTA; (4) noise and 
dust generated during training exercises 
and vehicular traffic; (5) impacts to 
Broadwater County due to possible 
termination of payments in lieu of taxes 
by the BLM if the withdrawal is granted; 
(6) potential impacts to wildlife in the 
Elkhorn Management Area; (7) 
consistency of land management policy 
and implementation; (8) potential 
impacts to range management and 
cleanup activities; (9) owner access to, 
and use of, inholdings; and (10) impacts 
to local economies and MTARNG 
training facilities under the no action 
alternative. 

The Department of the Army, through 
the MTARNG, is initiating a public 
scoping process for the purpose of 
determining public concerns and issues 
to be analyzed and addressed for this 
action. A public scoping meeting will be 
held at the Broadwater School 
Community Library, 201 North Spruce, 
Townsend, Montana, and at the 
Chamber of Commerce of Helena; 225 
Cruse Avenue, Helena, Montana. A 
Public open house will occur at each 
site from 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. prior to 
each scoping meeting. The dates and 
times of these meetings will be 
announced in general public media. 

A brief presentation will precede a 
request for public information and 
comments. MTARNG and BLM 
representatives will be available at these 
meetings to receive information and 
comments from agencies and the public 
regarding issues of concern. It is 
important that federal, state and local 
agencies, and interested individuals 
take this opportunity to provide 
information or identify environmental 
concerns that should be addressed 
during the analysis and preparation of 
the LEIS. Forms for written comments 
will also be available to submit written 
comments at these meetings. 

Agencies and the public are also 
invited and encouraged to provide 
written comments in addition to, or in 
lieu of, oral comments at the public 
scoping meetings. To be most helpful, 
scoping comments should clearly 
describe specific information, data, 
issues or topics which the commenter 
believes the LEIS should address. To be 
considered in the LEIS, comments and 
suggestions should be received no later 
than 60 days following the public 
scooping meeting.

Dated: August 27, 2003. 
Richard E. Newsome, 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Army (Environmental, Safety and 
Occupational Health), OASA (I&E).
[FR Doc. 03–22474 Filed 9–3–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3710–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information 
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.
SUMMARY: The Acting Leader, 
Regulatory Information Management 
Group, Office of the Chief Information 
Officer, invites comments on the 
proposed information collection 
requests as required by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before 
November 3, 2003.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
3506 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995 (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35) requires 
that the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) provide interested 
Federal agencies and the public an early 
opportunity to comment on information 
collection requests. OMB may amend or 
waive the requirement for public 
consultation to the extent that public 
participation in the approval process 
would defeat the purpose of the 
information collection, violate State or 
Federal law, or substantially interfere 
with any agency’s ability to perform its 
statutory obligations. The Acting 
Leader, Regulatory Information 
Management Group, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer, publishes that 
notice containing proposed information 
collection requests prior to submission 
of these requests to OMB. Each 
proposed information collection, 
grouped by office, contains the 
following: (1) Type of review requested, 
e.g., new, revision, extension, existing 
or reinstatement; (2) Title; (3) Summary 
of the collection; (4) Description of the 
need for, and proposed use of, the 
information; (5) Respondents and 
frequency of collection; and (6) 
Reporting and/or Recordkeeping 
burden. OMB invites public comment. 
The Department of Education is 
especially interested in public comment 
addressing the following issues: (1) Is 
this collection necessary to the proper 
functions of the Department; (2) will 
this information be processed and used 
in a timely manner; (3) is the estimate 
of burden accurate; (4) how might the 
Department enhance the quality, utility, 
and clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (5) how might the
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