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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

7 CFR Part 373 

9 CFR Part 60 

[Docket No. 02–062–2] 

RIN 0579–AB50 

Cost-Sharing for Animal and Plant 
Health Emergency Programs

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of 
comment period. 

SUMMARY: We are extending the 
comment period for our proposed rule 
that would establish criteria to 
determine the Federal share of financial 
responsibility relative to States and 
other cooperators in an emergency in 
which an animal or plant pest or disease 
threatens the agricultural production of 
the United States. This action will allow 
interested persons additional time to 
prepare and submit comments.
DATES: We will consider all comments 
that we receive on or before November 
7, 2003.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by postal mail/commercial delivery or 
by e-mail. If you use postal mail/
commercial delivery, please send four 
copies of your comment (an original and 
three copies) to: Docket No. 02–062–1, 
Regulatory Analysis and Development, 
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River 
Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737–
1238. Please state that your comment 
refers to Docket No. 02–062–1. If you 
use e-mail, address your comment to 
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your 
comment must be contained in the body 
of your message; do not send attached 
files. Please include your name and 
address in your message and ‘‘Docket 
No. 02–062–1’’ on the subject line. 

You may read any comments that we 
receive on Docket No. 02–062–1 in our 
reading room. The reading room is 

located in room 1141 of the USDA 
South Building, 14th Street and 
Independence Avenue SW., 
Washington, DC. Normal reading room 
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. To be 
sure someone is there to help you, 
please call (202) 690–2817 before 
coming. 

APHIS documents published in the 
Federal Register, and related 
information, including the names of 
organizations and individuals who have 
commented on APHIS dockets, are 
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Kevin Shea, Deputy Administrator, 
Policy and Program Development, 
APHIS, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW., Jamie L. Whitten Building, Room 
316–E, Washington, DC 20250–3432; 
(202) 720–3668.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

On July 8, 2003, we published in the 
Federal Register (68 FR 40541–40553, 
Docket No. 02–062–1) a proposed rule 
that would establish criteria to 
determine the Federal share of financial 
responsibility relative to States and 
other cooperators in an emergency in 
which an animal or plant pest or disease 
threatens the agricultural production of 
the United States. 

Comments on the proposed rule were 
required to be received on or before 
September 8, 2003. We are extending 
the comment period for an additional 60 
days. This action will allow interested 
persons additional time to prepare and 
submit comments.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701–7772 and 8301–
8317; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, 371.3, and 371.4.

Done in Washington, DC, this 21st day of 
August 2003. 

Kevin Shea, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service.
[FR Doc. 03–21991 Filed 8–27–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–34–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service 

7 CFR Part 945 

[Docket No. FV03–945–1 PR] 

Irish Potatoes Grown in Certain 
Designated Counties in Idaho, and 
Malheur County, Oregon; Increased 
Assessment Rate

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: This rule would increase the 
assessment rate established for the 
Idaho-Eastern Oregon Potato Committee 
(Committee) for the 2003–04 and 
subsequent fiscal periods from $0.0026 
to $0.0045 per hundredweight of 
potatoes handled. The Committee 
locally administers the marketing order 
which regulates the handling of Irish 
potatoes grown in certain designated 
counties in Idaho, and Malheur County, 
Oregon. Authorization to assess potato 
handlers enables the Committee to incur 
expenses that are reasonable and 
appropriate to administer the program. 
The fiscal period begins August 1 and 
ends July 31. The increased assessment 
rate would remain in effect indefinitely 
unless modified, suspended, or 
terminated.
DATES: Comments must be received by 
September 12, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit written comments 
concerning this proposal. Comments 
must be sent to the Docket Clerk, 
Marketing Order Administration 
Branch, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, 
AMS, USDA, 1400 Independence 
Avenue SW., STOP 0237, Washington, 
DC 20250–0237; Fax: (202) 720–8938, or 
E-mail: moab.docketclerk@usda.gov. All 
comments should reference the docket 
number and the date and page number 
of this issue of the Federal Register and 
will be available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Docket Clerk during 
regular business hours, or can be viewed 
at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/
moab.html.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Barry Broadbent, Northwest Marketing 
Field Office, Marketing Order 
Administration Branch, Fruit and 
Vegetable Programs, AMS, USDA, 1220 
SW Third Avenue, Suite 385, Portland, 
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