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is therefore exempted from further
environmental review. A copy of
relevant previous EA is available (see
ADDRESSES).

Preliminary Conclusions

NMFS has preliminarily determined
that the short-term impact of conducting
a seismic survey program in the ETP
will result, at worst, in a temporary
modification in behavior by certain
species of marine mammals. While
behavioral modifications may be made
by these species as a result of seismic
survey activities, this behavioral change
is expected to result in no more than a
negligible impact on the affected
species.

While the number of potential
incidental harassment takes will depend
on the distribution and abundance of
marine mammals in the vicinity of the
survey activity, the number of potential
harassment takings is estimated to be
small. In addition, no take by injury
and/or death is anticipated, and the
potential for temporary or permanent
hearing impairment is low and will be
avoided through the incorporation of
the mitigation measures mentioned in
this document.

Proposed Authorization

NMFS proposes to issue an IHA to
Scripps for conducting a 2-GI gun
seismic survey program in the ETP,
provided the proposed mitigation,
monitoring, and reporting requirements
are incorporated. NMFS has
preliminarily determined that the
proposed activity would result in the
harassment of only small numbers of
marine mammals; would have no more
than a negligible impact on the affected
marine mammal stocks; and would not
have an unmitigable adverse impact on
the availability of stocks for subsistence
uses.

Information Solicited

NMEF'S requests interested persons to
submit comments and information
concerning this request (see ADDRESSES).

Dated: August 20, 2003.

Donna Wieting,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—21794 Filed 8—25-03; 8:45 am)]
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
convene a public meeting of the
Socioeconomic Panel (SEP).

DATES: The SEP meeting will be held
beginning at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
September 10, 2003, and will conclude
at 12 noon on Friday, September 12,
2003.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Omni Royal Orleans, 621 St. Louis
Street, New Orleans, LA; telephone:
504-529-5333.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Richard Leard, Senior Fishery Biologist,
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; telephone: 813—228-2815.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The SEP
will meet to review available social and
economic information on yellowtail
snapper. The SEP will also review a
project proposal, submitted to the
Council by researchers from Florida
State University, that will attempt to
estimate the economic impacts of the
various fisheries in the Gulf. In
addition, the SEP will hear
presentations on the individual fishing
quota for the red snapper commercial
fishery.

A report will be prepared by the SEP
containing their conclusions and
recommendations. This report will be
presented for review to the Council’s
Reef Fish Advisory Panel and Standing
and Special Reef Fish Scientific and
Statistical Committee at meetings to be
held in October 2003 in Tampa, FL and
to the Council at its meeting on
November 9-12, 2003 in Biloxi, MS.

Composing the SEP membership are
economists, sociologists, and
anthropologists from various
universities and state fishery agencies
throughout the Gulf. They advise the
Council on the social and economic
implications of certain fishery
management measures.

A copy of the agenda can be obtained
by calling 813—-228-2815. Although
other non-emergency issues not on the
agenda may come before the SEP for
discussion, in accordance with the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during this meeting.
Actions of the SEP will be restricted to
those issues specifically identified in
the agendas and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under Section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided
the public has been notified of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is open to the public and
is physically accessible to people with
disabilities. Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) by September 3, 2003.

Dated: August 20, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (MAFMC)
Dogfish Monitoring Committee will
hold a public meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 10, 2003, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at
the BWI Airport Marriott, 1743 W.
Nursery Road, Baltimore, MD,
telephone: 410-859-8300.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 300 S. New
Street, Room 2115, Dover, DE 19904.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Daniel T. Furlong, Executive Director,
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council; telephone: 302—-674-2331, ext.
19.
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