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notification, modify non-statutory
opening dates and deadlines for
submitting petitions.

(f) The Deputy Administrator may, in
consultation with the Administrator,
FAS, authorize the State and county
committees to waive or modify non-
statutory application deadlines or other
program requirements in cases where
lateness or failure to meet such other
requirements by applicants does not
adversely affect the operation of the
program.

§1580.502 Maintenance of records, audits
and compliance.

(a) Persons making application for
benefits under this program must
maintain accurate records and accounts
that will document that they meet all
eligibility requirements specified
herein, as may be requested by FSA.
Such records and accounts must be
retained for 2 years after the date of the
final payment to the producer under
this program.

(b) At all times during regular
business hours, authorized
representatives of FSA, the United
States Department of Agriculture, or the
Comptroller General of the United
States shall have access to the premises
of the producer in order to inspect,
examine, and make copies of the books,
records, and accounts, and other written
data as specified in paragraph (a) of this
section.

(c) Audits of certifications of average
adjusted gross income may be
conducted as necessary to determine
compliance with the requirements of
this subpart. As a part of this audit,
income tax forms may be requested and
if requested, must be supplied. If a
producer has submitted information to
FSA, including a certification from a
certified public accountant or attorney,
that relied upon information from a
form previously filed with the Internal
Revenue Service, such producer shall
provide FSA a copy of any amended
form filed with the Internal Revenue
Service with 30 days of the filing.

(d) If requested in writing by the
United States Department of Agriculture
or the Comptroller General of the United
States, the producer shall provide all
information and documentation the
reviewing authority determines
necessary to verify any information or
certification provided under this
subpart, including all documents
referred to in § 1580.301(c), within 30
days. Acceptable production
documentation may be submitted by
facsimile, in person, or by mail and may
include copies of receipts, ledgers,
income statements, deposit slips,
register tapes, invoices for custom

harvesting, records to verify production
costs, contemporaneous measurements,
truck scale tickets, fish tickets, landing
reports, and contemporaneous diaries
that are determined acceptable by the
county committee. Failure to provide
necessary and accurate information to
verify compliance, or failure to comply
with this subpart’s requirements, will
result in ineligibility for all program
benefits subject to this subpart for the
year or years subject to the request.

§1580.503 Debarment and suspension.

The Government-wide Debarment and
Suspension (Nonprocurement)
regulations and Government
Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace
(Grants), 7 CFR part 3017—subparts A
through E, apply to this part.

§1580.504 Fraud and recovery of
overpayments.

(a) If the Administrator, FSA, or a
court of competent jurisdiction,
determines that any person has received
any payment under this program to
which the person was not entitled, such
person will be liable to repay such
amount to the Administrator, FSA. The
Administrator, FSA, may waive such
repayment if it is determined that:

(1) The payment was made without
fault on the part of the person; and

(2) Requiring such repayment would
be contrary to equity and good
conscience.

(b) Unless an overpayment is
otherwise recovered, or waived under
paragraph (a), the Administrator, FSA,
shall recover the overpayment by
deductions from any sums payable to
such person.

(c) If the Administrator, FSA, or a
court of competent jurisdiction,
determines that a person:

(1) Knowingly has made, or caused
another to make, a false statement or
representation of a material fact, or

(2) Knowingly has failed, or caused
another to fail, to disclose a material
fact, and, as a result of such false
statement or representation, or of such
nondisclosure, such person has received
any payment under this program to
which the person was not entitled, such
person shall, in addition to any other
penalty provided by law, be ineligible
for any further payment under this
program.

(d) Except for overpayments
determined by a court of competent
jurisdiction, no repayment may be
required, and no deduction may be
made, under this section until a
determination and an opportunity for a
fair hearing has been given to the person
concerned, and the determination has
become final.

(e) Whoever makes a false statement
of a material fact knowing it to be false,
or knowingly fails to disclose a material
fact, for the purpose of obtaining or
increasing for himself or for any other
person any payments authorized to be
furnished under this program shall be
fined not more that $10,000 or
imprisoned for not more than 1 year, or
both.

§1580.505 Appeals.

Any person may obtain
reconsideration and review of
determinations made with respect to
applications for program benefits under
this part in accordance with appeal
regulations of the 7 CFR part 780.

§1580.601 Implementation.

Trade adjustment assistance is
available for the most recent marketing
year for which prices were available on
February 3, 2003.

§1580.602 Paperwork Reduction Act
assigned number.

FAS is committed to compliance with
the Government Paperwork Elimination
Act (GPEA), which requires Government
agencies, in general, to provide the
public the option of submitting
information or transacting business
electronically to maximum extent
possible. The information collection
requirements contained in these
regulations (7 CFR part 1580) have been
approved by the Office of Management
and Budget under the provisions of 44
U.S.C. Chapter 35 and been assigned
OMB control number 0551-0040.

Dated: August 15, 2003.
A. Ellen Terpstra,
Administrator, Foreign Agricultural Service.
[FR Doc. 03—21338 Filed 8—19-03; 8:45 am)]
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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We are amending the
regulations that set out our procedures
for recognizing the animal health status
of regions. Specifically, we are requiring
regions that have been granted status
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under the regulations to provide
information, or allow us to access
information, to confirm the regions’
animal health status when we request it.
This action is necessary to help prevent
the introduction of foreign animal
diseases into the United States.

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 19, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Gary Colgrove, Director, Sanitary Trade
Issues Team, National Center for Import
and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700 River
Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1231; (301) 734 -4356.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The regulations in 9 CFR part 92,
“Importation of Animals and Animal
Products: Procedures for Requesting
Recognition of Regions” (referred to
below as the regulations), set out the
process by which a foreign government
may request recognition of the animal
health status of a region or approval to
export animals or animal products to
the United States based on the risk
associated with animals or animal
products from that region. As provided
in §92.2, each request must include
information about the region, including
information on the authority,
organization, and infrastructure of the
veterinary services organization of the
region; the extent to which movement of
animals and animal products is
controlled from regions of higher risk,
and the level of biosecurity for such
movements; livestock demographics and
marketing practices in the region;
diagnostic laboratory capabilities in the
region; and the region’s policies and
infrastructure for animal disease
control, i.e., the region’s emergency
response capacity.

On March 6, 2003, we published a
proposed rule in the Federal Register
(68 FR 10667—10668, Docket No. 01—
036-1) in which we proposed to amend
the regulations to require regions that
have been granted status under the
regulations to provide information, or
allow us to access information, to
confirm the regions’ animal health
status when we request it.

We solicited comments concerning
our proposal for 60 days ending May 5,
2003. We received four comments by
that date. They were from
representatives of domestic livestock
producers and a State animal health
agency. All of the commenters
supported the proposed rule. Therefore,
for the reasons given in the proposed
rule, we are adopting the proposed rule
as a final rule, without change.

Executive Order 12866 and Regulatory
Flexibility Act

This rule has been reviewed under
Executive Order 12866. The rule has
been determined to be not significant for
the purposes of Executive Order 12866
and, therefore, has not been reviewed by
the Office of Management and Budget.

We are amending the regulations that
set out our procedures for recognizing
the animal health status of regions.
Specifically, we are requiring regions
that have been granted status under the
regulations to provide information, or
allow us to access information, to
confirm the regions’ animal health
status when we request to do so. This
action is necessary to help prevent the
introduction of foreign animal diseases
into the United States. We do not expect
that this action will result in any
economic effects, positive or negative.

Under these circumstances, the
Administrator of the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service has
determined that this action will not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities.

Executive Order 12988

This final rule has been reviewed
under Executive Order 12988, Civil
Justice Reform. This rule: (1) Preempts
all State and local laws and regulations
that are inconsistent with this rule; (2)
has no retroactive effect; and (3) does
not require administrative proceedings
before parties may file suit in court
challenging this rule.

Paperwork Reduction Act

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.), the information collection or
recordkeeping requirements included in
this rule have been approved by the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under OMB control number
0579-0219.

Government Paperwork Elimination
Act Compliance

The Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service is committed to
compliance with the Government
Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA),
which requires Government agencies in
general to provide the public the option
of submitting information or transacting
business electronically to the maximum
extent possible. For information
pertinent to GPEA compliance related to
this rule, please contact Mrs. Celeste
Sickles, APHIS’ Information Collection
Coordinator, at (301) 734-7477.

List of Subjects in 9 CFR Part 92

Animal diseases, Imports, Livestock,
Poultry and poultry products, Region,

Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

= Accordingly, we are amending 9 CFR
part 92 as follows:

PART 92—IMPORTATION OF ANIMALS
AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS:
PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING
RECOGNITION OF REGIONS

» 1. The authority citation for part 92
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1622 and 8301-8317;
21 U.S.C. 136 and 136a; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7
CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.4.

m 2.§92.2 is amended by redesignating
paragraph (a)(1) as paragraph (a) and
adding a new paragraph (g) and an OMB
citation at the end of the section to read
as follows:

§92.2 Application for recognition of the
animal health status of a region.
* * * * *

(g) If a region is granted animal health
status under the provisions of this
section, that region may be required to
submit additional information
pertaining to animal health status or
allow APHIS to conduct additional
information collection activities in order
for that region to maintain its animal
health status.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0219)

Done in Washington, DC this 15th day of
August 2003.
Peter Fernandez,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 03—21305 Filed 8-19-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P
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SUMMARY: This document makes a
correction to the final rule published in
the Federal Register on July 31, 2003.
That rule upgraded flammability
standards for thermal and acoustic
insulation materials used in transport
category airplanes.
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