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amount needed and timed to the actual, 
immediate cash requirements for 
carrying out the grant purpose. The 
funds will be reimbursed or advanced 
based on submission of Standard Form 
270, ‘‘Request for Advance or 
Reimbursement.’’ 

(b) Distribution of Funds: Once the 
Agreement is entered into, grant funds 
will be transferred electronically to an 
account specified by the Grantee. 

(c) Pre-award costs: The grantee may 
incur or claim no cost prior to the 
Effective Date as provided for in this 
Agreement. 

11. Code of Conduct and Conflict of 
Interest. Conflict of interest for the 
purpose of this Agreement is defined in 
7 U.S.C. 2008j and Grantee agrees to 
disclose any conflict of interest to 
Grantor. 

12. Other Parties. This Agreement is 
not for the benefit of third parties. 
Grantor shall not be under any 
obligation to any such parties, whether 
directly or indirectly interested in this 
Agreement, to pay any charges or 
expenses incidental to compliance by 
Grantee with any of the duties or 
obligations imposed hereby. 

13. Event of Default and Remedies. 
(a) Events of Default of Grantee. By 

delineation and not limitation, any of 
the following occurrences shall be an 
‘‘event of default’’. Written notice of 
default shall be provided within 90 days 
of such occurrence of an event of 
default: 

(i) Any representation or warranty 
made by the Grantee in connection with 
this Agreement shall prove to have been 
false or misleading in any material 
respect on or as of the date made or 
deemed made, 

(ii) Failure, inability or unwillingness 
of Grantee to carry out or comply with 
the terms or conditions of this 
Agreement, or any applicable laws, 

(iii) The Grantee becomes insolvent, 
or ceases being able, or admits in 
writing to its inability to pay its debts 
as they mature, suspends its business 
operations, become a debtor in a 
bankruptcy proceeding or makes a 
general assignment for the benefit of, or 
enters into any composition or 
arrangement with, creditors, proceeds 
with the appointment of a receiver, 
trustee or liquidator, or like action and 
is not dismissed within 90 days. 

(iv) A judgement or other like order 
for payment is rendered against the 
Grantee or any material adverse change 
occurs in the Grantee’s financial 
condition. 

(v) Submission or making of any 
report, statement, warranty, or 
representation by Grantee or agent on its 
behalf to Grantor in connection with the 

grant hereunder which is false, 
incomplete or incorrect in any material 
respect. 

(b) Remedies: 
(i) Upon the occurrence and during 

the continuation of any event of default, 
Grantor shall have no obligation to 
continue funding the Grantee as 
contemplated in this Agreement. 
Accordingly, Grantor shall suspend 
operations contemplated by this 
Agreement until the declaration of 
default is cured and Grantor notifies in 
writing such acknowledgment of cure, 

(ii) The Grantee shall have 60 days 
from the notice of default to propose 
remedies and cures to Grantor to remove 
the event of default, 

(iii) Grantor reserves the right to 
waive any and all events of default. 
Exercise of this waiver shall not 
preclude Grantor from declaring a 
similar future event as an event of 
default. 

14. Notice. All notices hereunder and 
for whatever purpose, including 
declaration of default, shall be in 
writing and shall be deemed to be duly 
given upon delivery if personally 
delivered or sent by telecommunication 
(facsimile or e-mail) or 3 days after 
mailing if sent by express, certified or 
registered United States Postal Service 
mail, to the parties. The grantees 
address and contact person shall be the 
one provided on SF 424 and the Grantor 
shall be the National Sheep Industry 
Improvement Center, USDA, PO Box 
23483, Washington, DC 20026–3483, if 
using the U.S. Postal Service or Room 
2117, South Agriculture Building, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20250 if using other 
carriers. 

15. Amendments, Termination and 
Changes. The Agreement may be 
amended, changed or terminated by 
mutual consent of the parties in writing. 

(a) Amendment: This Agreement may 
be amended with the mutual written 
consent of the Parties. 

(b) Scope of Work: Any changes in 
project costs, source of funds, scope of 
services, or any other changes in the 
project or applicant must be reported to 
and approved by the Grantor by written 
amendment of this Agreement. Any 
changes not approved by the Grantor 
shall be cause for deobligating grant 
funding. 

(c) Termination: The Agreement may 
be terminated by either party upon 30 
days’ notice in writing to the other 
party. 

16. Conflict. Nothing herein is 
intended to conflict with current USDA 
directives. If the terms of this agreement 
are inconsistent with existing law or 
agency directives, then those portions of 

this agreement which are determined to 
be inconsistent shall be invalid, but the 
remaining terms and the agreement will 
remain in effect. All necessary changes 
will be accomplished either by an 
amendment to this agreement or by 
entering into a new agreement, 
whichever is deemed expedient to the 
interest of both parties. 

17. In witness whereof, Grantee has 
this day authorized and caused this 
Agreement to be executed by:
Attest
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Grantee) 
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Authorized Grantee Signature) 
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Date) 
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Title)
United States of America 
National Sheep Industry Improvement Center
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Grantor)
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Name) (Title) 
lllllllllllllllllllll

(Date)

[FR Doc. 03–20961 Filed 8–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 1351–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Custer National Forest Weed 
Treatment EIS, Custer National Forest, 
Stillwater, Park, Carbon, Sweetgrass, 
Rosebud, Powder River, and Carter 
Counties, Montana, and Harding 
County, SD

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environment impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The Custer National Forest is 
proposing to continue control of 
undesirable vegetation (weeds) through 
the integration of mechanical, 
biological, ground and aerial 
(helicopter) herbicide control methods. 
The Custer National Forest is currently 
treating weeds under decisions made in 
the 1987 Custer National Forest Noxious 
Weed Environmental Impact Statement 
and Records of Decision. 

Weeds are considered undesirable 
vegetation that can alter ecosystems or 
cause economic loss. Undesirable 
vegetation includes invasive plants that 
can alter ecosystem processes, including 
productivity, hydrologic function, 
nutrient cycling, and natural 
disturbance patterns such as frequency 
and intensity of wildfires. Changing 
these processes can lead to 
displacement of native plant species, 
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eventually impacting wildlife and plant 
habitat, recreational opportunities, 
livestock forage, and scenic values. 
Impacts to these values can result in 
economic loss due to costs of treatment 
and opportunities foregone. Other 
undesirable vegetation includes 
poisonous plants that can cause 
economic loss to holders of grazing 
permits. 

The Forest Service has identified that 
at least 1,300 net acres across the Custer 
National Forest that are in a downward 
trend from desired conditions due to the 
infestation of undesirable vegetation. 
The Forest Service will evaluate these 
known infestations and high-risk areas 
or conditions that may cause 
infestations over the next ten to fifteen 
years with the goal of reducing the 
spread and density of undesirable 
vegetation to allow desirable native 
vegetation to re-establish and regain 
vigor and reduce economic loss. Based 
on previous trend information, it is 
estimated that infestations could double 
to approximately 2,600 net acres over 
the next ten to fifteen years based on the 
Forest Service’s ability to treat weeds at 
historic funding levels. The purpose and 
need for this project is for the Forest 
Service to improve the trend of the 
ecological condition toward desirable 
vegetation, reduce economic loss, and 
allow for adaptive management to treat 
anticipated new infestations across the 
Custer National Forest over the next ten 
to fifteen years. The proposed actions 
being considered to achieve the purpose 
and need include implementing an 
integrated pest management program 
aimed at controlling new starts, priority 
areas and areas of minor infestations, 
and implementing holding actions on 
areas of existing large infestations.
DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the analysis should be received in 

writing on or before September 15, 
2003.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Forest Supervisor, Custer National 
Forest, 1310 Main St., Billings, Montana 
59105.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Direct questions about the proposed 
action and EIS to Kim Reid, Project 
Coordinator, 1310 Main St., Billings, 
Montana 59105, phone (406) 657–6200 
ext. 233, or e-mail kreid@fs.fed.us.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: These 
management activities would be 
administered by the Custer National 
Forest in Stillwater, Park, Carbon, 
Sweetgrass, Rosebud, Powder River, and 
Carter Counties, Montana, and Harding 
County, South Dakota. The EIS will tier 
to the 1987 Custer National Forest and 
Grasslands Land and Resource 
Management Plan (Forest Plan), which 
provide the overall management 
direction for the area. The proposed 
action is consistent with the Forest Plan. 
The purpose of the Forest Service 
proposal is to further movement 
towards desired conditions outlined in 
the Forest Plan, by: 

• Protecting the natural condition and 
biodiversity of the Custer National 
Forest by preventing or limiting the 
spread of aggressive, non-native plant 
species that displace native vegetation. 

• Promptly eliminating new invaders 
(species not previously reported in the 
area) before they become established. 

• Reducing known and potential 
weed seed sources on trailheads and 
campsites, along main roads and trails, 
within powerline corridors, and in 
wildlife and livestock use areas. 

• Preventing or limiting the spread of 
established weed into areas containing 
little or no infestation. 

• Protecting sensitive and unique 
habitats including the Absaroka-
Beartooth Wilderness Area, West Fork 
of Rock Creek (municipal watershed for 
Red Lodge), critical winter ranges, 
research natural areas, riparian areas, 
and sensitive plant populations. 

• Reducing economic loss from 
livestock poisoning. 

The proposed actions will be 
consistent with the Forest Plan, which 
provides goals, objectives, standards 
and guidelines of the various activities 
and land allocations on the forest. The 
Forest Plan allocates the project area 
into twenty management areas; Weeds 
occur within all twenty management 
areas. Private lands are also included 
within the project area boundary. 
Although excluded from Forest Service 
activities, project access and the 
condition of private lands will be 
considered during alternative 
development and when analyzing 
potential cumulative effects. 

The key issue topics identified to date 
include: 

• The current and potential impacts 
of weeds on natural resources such as 
critical big game habitat, native plant 
communities, wilderness values, 
watersheds, and threatened, 
endangered, or sensitive species, as well 
as impacts to economic factors. 

• Economics, effectiveness, and 
potential impacts of various control 
methods on natural resources. 

• Potential effects on non-target 
native plants and associated values, 
wildlife and fish populations, and 
human health from the application of 
herbicides. 

The areas the Forest Service plan to 
analyze include:

Ranger district 
Maximum
treatment
acreage 1 

Location township, range 

Beartooth .................................................. 400 Between T35—T9S and between R13E–R20E; Between T7S–T8S and between 
R25E to R28E (Principle Meridian). 

Sioux ......................................................... 500 Between TIN–T2N and between R57E–R59E; T1S and between R57E to R58E; 
Between T1S–T3S and between R60–62 (Principle Meridian); T16N–T22N and 
between R1E–R9E (Black Hills Meridian). 

Ashland ..................................................... 1,700 Between T1S–T7S and between R43E–R48E (Principle Meridian). 

1 These are the maximum projected treatment acres. Actual treatment acres may be less. 

A range of reasonable alternatives will 
be considered, including a no action 
alternative. Other alternatives will 
examine various combinations of weed 
treatment. Based on the issues gathered 
through scoping, the action alternatives 
will vary in the amount and location of 

acres considered for treatment and the 
number, type, and location of activity. 

Public participation will be especially 
important at several points during the 
analysis, beginning with the scoping 
process (40 CFR 1501.7). The Forest 
Service will be seeking information, 
comments, and assistance from Federal, 

State, local agencies, tribes and other 
individuals or organizations who may 
be interested in or affected by the 
proposed project. This input will be 
used in preparation of the draft EIS. 
Continued scoping and public 
participation efforts will be used by the 
interdisciplinary team to identify new 
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issues, determine alternatives in 
response to the issues, and determine 
the level of analysis needed to disclose 
potential biological, physical, economic, 
and social impacts associated with this 
project. 

The draft EIS is expected to be filed 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and to be available for 
public review by Spring 2004. The EPA 
will publish a notice of availability of 
the draft EIS in the Federal Register. 
The comment period on the draft EIS 
will be 45 days from the date the EPA 
notice appears in the Federal Register. 
At that time, copies of the draft EIS will 
be distributed to interested and affected 
agencies, organizations, and members of 
the public for their review and 
comment. It is important that those 
interested in this proposal on the Custer 
National Forest participate at that time. 

The Forest Service believes it is 
important to give reviewers notice, at 
this early stage, of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of a draft EIS must structure 
their participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts the agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft EIS stage but that are 
not raised until after completion of the 
final EIS may be waived or dismissed by 
the courts. City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 
f. 2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and 
Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). 
Because of these court rulings, it is very 
important that those interested in this 
proposed action participate by the close 
of the 45-day comment period so that 
substantive comments and objections 
are made available to the Forest Service 
at a time when it can meaningfully 
consider and respond to them in the 
final EIS. To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns on the proposed actions, 
comments on the draft EIS should be as 
specific as possible. It is also helpful if 
comments refer to specific pages or 
chapters of the draft EIS. Comments 
may also address the adequacy of the 
draft EIS or merits of the alternatives 
formulated and discussed in the 
statement. (Reviewers may wish to refer 
to the Council on Environmental 
Quality Regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act at 40 
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.) 

The final EIS is scheduled for 
completion by the fall of 2004. In the 
final EIS, the Forest Service is required 

to respond to substantive comments 
received during the comment period for 
the draft EIS. Nancy T. Curriden, Forest 
Supervisor of the Custer National 
Forest, is the responsible official. The 
Forest Supervisor will decide which, if 
any, of the proposed project alternatives 
will be implemented. The decision and 
reasons for the decision will be 
documented in appropriate Records of 
Decision. Those decisions will be 
subject to Forest Service appeal 
regualtions (36 CFR part 215).

Dated: August 12, 2003. 
Nancy T. Curriden, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–20962 Filed 8–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–00–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Lake Tahoe Basin Federal Advisory 
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Lake Tahoe Basin Federal 
Advisory Committee will hold a 
meeting on September 9, 2003, at the 
Inn By The Lake, 3300 Lake Tahoe 
Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, CA. This 
Committee, established by the Secretary 
of Agriculture on December 15, 1998, 
(64 FR 2876) is chartered to provide 
advice to the Secretary on implementing 
the terms of the Federal Interagency 
Partnership on the Lake Tahoe Region 
and other matters raised by the 
Secretary.

DATES: The meeting will be held 
September 9, 2003, beginning at 9 a.m. 
and ending at 5 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
Inn By The Lake, 3300 Lake Tahoe 
Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Maribeth Gustafson or Jeannie Stafford, 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, 
Forest Service, 870 Emerald Bay Road 
Suite 1, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150, 
(530) 573–2642.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
committee will meet jointly with the 
Lake Tahoe Basin Executives 
Committee. Items to be covered on the 
agenda include: USFS Lake Tahoe 
Restoration Act priority list review, 
Taylor Creek Visitor Center update, 
transportation issues in the Lake Tahoe 
Basin, review of the Army Corps of 
Engineers framework study, the Taylor 
Creek visitor center, and public 
comment. All Lake Tahoe Basin Federal 
Advisory Committee meetings are open 

to the public. Interested citizens are 
encouraged to attend. Issues may be 
brought to the attention of the 
Committee during the open public 
comment period at the meeting or by 
filing written statements with the 
secretary for the Committee before or 
after the meeting. Please refer any 
written comments to the Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit at the contact 
address stated above.

Dated: August 11, 2003. 

Maribeth Gustafson, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–20991 Filed 8–15–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Notice of Resource Advisory 
Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Crook County Resource 
Advisory Committee, Sundance, WY, 
USDA, Forest Service.

ACTION: Notice meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(Public Law 92–463) and under the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000 (Public 
Law 106–393) the Black Hills National 
Forests’ Crook County Resource 
Advisory Committee will meet Monday, 
September 15, 2003 in Sundance, 
Wyoming for a business meeting. The 
meeting is open to the public.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
business meeting on September 15, 
begins at 6:30 p.m., at U.S. Forest 
Service, Bearlodge Ranger District 
office, 121 South 21st Street, Sundance, 
Wyoming. Agenda topics will include: 
Project proposals for fiscal year 2004, 
updates on previously funded projects 
and nominations and leadership 
elections for the coming year. A public 
forum will begin at 8:30 p.m. (MT).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steve Kozel, Bearlodge District Ranger 
and Designated Federal Officer, at (307) 
283–1361.

Dated: August 12, 2003. 

Steve Kozel, 
Bearlodge District Ranger.
[FR Doc. 03–20990 Filed 8–15–03; 8:45 am] 
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