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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The existing pipeline safety
regulations at 49 CFR parts 192 and 195
require operators of natural gas and
hazardous liquid pipelines to establish
continuing education programs to
enable customers, the public,
appropriate government organizations,
and persons engaged in excavation
related activities to recognize a pipeline
emergency for the purpose of reporting
it to the operator or the appropriate
public officials. The regulations also
require that operators carry out written
programs to prevent pipeline damage
from excavation activities. Accordingly,
pipeline operators have previously
conducted public awareness programs
with the affected public, emergency
responders, and excavators along their
routes.

The Pipeline Safety Improvement Act
of 2002 (PSIA) requires that each owner
or operator of a natural gas or hazardous
liquid pipeline facility must carry out a
continuing program to educate the
public on the use of a one-call
notification system prior to excavation
and other damage prevention activities,
the possible hazards associated with
unintended releases from the pipeline
facility, the physical indications that
such a release may have occurred, what
steps should be taken for public safety
in the event of a pipeline release, and
how to report such an event.

The PSIA requires that by December
17, 2003, each owner or operator of a
gas or hazardous liquid pipeline facility
must review its existing public
education program for effectiveness and
modify the program as necessary. The
completed program must include
activities to advise affected
municipalities, school districts,
businesses, and residents of pipeline
facility locations. The completed
program must be submitted to the
Secretary of Transportation or, in the
case of an intrastate pipeline facility
operator, the appropriate State agency,
and shall be periodically reviewed by
the Secretary or, in the case of an
intrastate pipeline facility operator, the
appropriate State agency.

The PSIA also provides that the
Secretary of Transportation may issue
standards prescribing the elements of an
effective public education program. The
Secretary may also develop material for
use in the program.

In anticipation of this requirement
and in response to recommendations
from the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB), RSPA/OPS has
encouraged the pipeline industry to
work on improving public education

programs. The pipeline industry formed
a Task Force with representatives from
natural gas and liquid petroleum
transmission companies, local
distribution companies, gathering
systems, and industry trade
associations. The Task Force has
developed a consensus standard
establishing guidelines for pipeline
operators on development,
implementation, and evaluation of
public education programs for operating
pipeline systems, American Petroleum
Institute (API) Recommended Practice
(RP) 1162, “Public Awareness Programs
for Pipeline Operators.” The Task Force
sought feedback from local public
officials, the public and interested
parties. Representatives from RSPA/OPS
and NAPSR observed and provided
input into the development of the
standard. On January 29, 2003, RSPA/
OPS hosted a public meeting on this
standard in Bellevue, Washington, to
encourage additional public
participation.

RP 1162 was developed under the
guidelines of both API and the
American National Standards Institute
(ANS]I). Following formal adoption, RP
1162 is expected to be published as a
national consensus standard in
September 2003.

The level of public education and
awareness regarding operating pipelines
and pipeline safety can only be
increased through demonstrably
effective education and communication
programs. Therefore, RSPA/OPS is
considering incorporating RP 1162 into
the pipeline safety regulations.

RSPA/OPS has evaluated the PSIA
requirements that operators review and
modify their public education programs
and submit their completed programs to
RSPA/OPS. RP 1162 contains guidance
on program effectiveness that amply
satisfies the statutory requirement.
RSPA/OPS and pipeline industry trade
associations encourage pipeline
operators to complete a formal self-
assessment of their public education
programs against the guidelines
provided in RP 1162. To assist them in
this, RSPA/OPS is developing an
Internet-based self-assessment that
operators can complete electronically.
These self-assessments will help
operators identify gaps in their public
education programs and the
improvements needed to align it with
the guidance of RP 1162. This will assist
operators in meeting the statutory
requirement by December 17, 2003.

RSPA/OPS will co-sponsor two
workshops with the pipeline industry
trade associations (API, Interstate
Natural Gas Association of America,
Association of Oil Pipelines, American

Gas Association, and American Public
Gas Association,) to facilitate these
operator self-assessments. Each
workshop will provide an industry-
facilitated review of RP 1162 and a
panel discussion of successful public
education practices. RSPA/OPS will
describe the self-assessment process and
will facilitate sessions on effective
program evaluation techniques. RSPA/
OPS will conduct breakout sessions
during these workshops for the
hazardous liquid and natural gas
transmission pipeline operators. The
breakout sessions will provide a more
in-depth overview of the self-assessment
process and attempt to gauge the current
status of public education programs for
the transmission pipeline operators by
completion of informal self-assessments
in advance of the formal self-assessment
required by December 17, 2003. All
hazardous liquid and natural gas
transmission pipeline operators are
urged to attend the breakout sessions. It
is important that the attending
representative be familiar with the
operating systems that are covered
under the operator’s public education
program.

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 8,
2003.
Stacey L. Gerard,
Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety.
[FR Doc. 03-20775 Filed 8—13-03; 8:45 am)]
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Douglas S. Golden—Acquisition of
Control Exemption—Carolina Coastal
Railway, Inc.

Douglas S. Golden (Golden), a
noncarrier individual, has filed a notice
of exemption to acquire control, through
stock purchase from Rail Link, Inc. (Rail
Link), of Carolina Coastal Railway, Inc.
(CLNA), a Class III railroad.

The transaction was scheduled to be
consummated on or about July 21, 2003.

Golden states that: (i) The railroads he
would control will not connect; (ii) the
transaction is not part of a series of
anticipated transactions that would
connect these railroads with each other

1CLNA is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of
noncarrier Genesee & Wyoming Inc., which
acquired control of CLNA with its acquisition of
control of noncarrier Rail Link. See Genesee &
Wyoming Inc.—Control Exemption—Rail Link, Inc.,
STB Finance Docket No. 33291 (STB served Nov.
18, 1996). Golden already controls, through stock
ownership, Landisville Terminal and Transfer
Company, a Class III rail carrier.
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or any railroad in their corporate family;
and (iii) the transaction does not involve
a Class I carrier. Therefore, the
transaction is exempt from the prior
approval requirements of 49 U.S.C.
11323. See 49 CFR 1180.2(d)(2).

Under 49 U.S.C. 10502(g), the Board
may not use its exemption authority to
relieve a rail carrier of its statutory
obligation to protect the interests of its
employees. Section 11326(c), however,
does not provide for labor protection for
transactions under sections 11324 and
11325 that involve only Class III rail
carriers. Accordingly, the Board may not
impose labor protective conditions here,
because all of the carriers involved are
Class III carriers.

If the notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not stay the
transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 34368, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, 1925
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423—
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on: John K.
Fiorilla, 390 George Street, P.O. Box
1185, New Brunswick, NJ 08903.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: August 7, 2003.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Vernon A. Williams,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 03—20589 Filed 8-13-03; 8:45 am]
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Agency Information Collection
Activities: Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request

AGENCIES: Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency (OCC), Treasury; Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System (Board); Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC); and

Office of Thrift Supervision (OTS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of information collection
to be submitted to OMB for review and
approval under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995.

SUMMARY: In accordance with
requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.), the OCC, Board, FDIC, and OTS
(collectively, the Agencies) may not
conduct or sponsor, and a respondent is
not required to respond to, an
information collection unless it displays
a currently valid Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) control number. The
Agencies hereby give notice that they
plan to submit their respective
information collections titled, “Privacy
of Consumer Financial Information,” to
OMB for review and approval.

DATES: You should submit your
comments to the Agencies and the OMB
Desk Officer by September 15, 2003.

ADDRESSES: You should direct your
comments to: OCC: Public Information
Room, Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency, Mailstop 1-5, Attention:
1557—-0216, 250 E Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20219. Due to delays in
paper mail delivery in the Washington
area, commenters are encouraged to
submit their comments by fax to (202)
874-4448, or by e-mail to
regs.comments@occ.treas.gov. You can
make an appointment to inspect the
comments by calling (202) 874-5043 for
an appointment.

Board: Comments may be mailed to
Ms. Jennifer J. Johnson, Secretary, Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, 20th Street and Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20551.
However, because paper mail in the
Washington area and at the Board of
Governors is subject to delay, please
consider submitting your comments by
e-mail to
regs.comments@federalreserve.gov, or
faxing them to the Office of the
Secretary at (202) 452—-3819 or (202)
452-3102. Members of the public may
inspect comments in Room MP-500
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on weekdays
pursuant to § 261.12, except as provided
in § 261.14, of the Board’s Rules
Regarding Availability of Information,
12 CFR 261.12 and 261.14.

FDIC: Steven F. Hanft, (202) 898—
3907, Legal Division (Consumer and
Compliance Unit), Room MB-3064,
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
550 17th St. NW., Washington, DC
20429. All comments should refer to the
OMB control number 3064-0136.
Comments may be hand-delivered to the
guard station at the rear of the 17th St.

building (located on F Street) on
business days between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m.

OTS: Information Collection
Comments, Chief Counsel’s Office,
Office of Thrift Supervision, 1700 G
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20552, by
fax to (202) 9066518, or by e-mail to
infocollection.comments@ots.treas.gov.
OTS will post comments and the related
index on the OTS Internet Site at http:/
/www.ots.treas.gov. In addition,
interested persons may inspect
comments at the Public Reading Room,
1700 G Street, NW., by appointment. To
make an appointment, call (202) 906—
5922, send an e-mail to
publicinfo@ots.treas.gov, or send a
facsimile transmission to (202) 906—
7755.

OMB Desk Officer: Joseph F. Lackey,
Jr., Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, New Executive Office Building,
Room 10235, Washington, DC 20503, or
e-mail to jlackeyj@omb.eop.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: You
can request additional information or a
copy of the collection from:

OCC: Jessie Dunaway, OCC Clearance
Officer, or Camille Dixon, (202) 874—
5090, Legislative & Regulatory Activities
Division, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, 250 E Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20219.

Board: Cindy Ayouch, Federal
Reserve Board Clearance Officer, (202)
452-3829, Division of Research and
Statistics, Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, Washington,
DC 20551. Telecommunications Device
for the Deaf (TDD) users may contact
(202) 263-4869, Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System,
Washington, DC 20551.

FDIC: Steven F. Hanft, FDIC Clearance
Officer, (202) 898-3907, fax number
(202) 898-3838, Legal Division
(Consumer and Compliance Unit),
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
Room MB-3064, 550 17th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20429.

OTS: Marilyn K. Burton, OTS
Clearance Officer, at
marilyn.burton@ots.treas.gov, (202)
906—6467, or facsimile number (202)
906-6518, Regulations and Legislation
Division, Chief Counsel’s Office, Office
of Thrift Supervision, 1700 G Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20552.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments: The Agencies separately
requested comments on the proposed
extension, without revision, of the
information collections contained in the
Privacy regulations (OCC, December 26,
2002, 67 FR 78869; Board, April 9, 2003,
68 FR 17397; FDIC, January 2, 2003, 68
FR 121; OTS, December 13, 2002, 67 FR
76775).
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