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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Marketing Service 

[Docket No. FV03–377] 

Fruit and Vegetable Industry Advisory 
Committee

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service.
ACTION: Notice of reestablishment of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Fruit and Vegetable Industry Advisory 
Committee and a request for 
nominations. 

SUMMARY: The USDA intends to 
reestablish the Fruit and Vegetable 
Industry Advisory Committee 
(Committee). The purpose of the 
Committee is to examine the full 
spectrum of issues faced by the fruit and 
vegetable industry and provide 
suggestions and ideas to the Secretary of 
Agriculture on how USDA can tailor its 
programs to meet the fruit and vegetable 
industry’s needs. USDA also seeks 
nominations of individuals to be 
considered for selection as Committee 
members.

DATES: Written nominations must be 
received on or before September 5, 
2003.

ADDRESSES: Nominations should be sent 
to Mr. Robert C. Keeney, Deputy 
Administrator, Fruit and Vegetable 
Programs, AMS, USDA, Room 2077 
South Building, Ag. Stop Code 0235, 
Washington, DC 20250–0235, e-mail—
robert.keeney@usda.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sandra Gardei, Designated Federal 
Official, (202) 720–0988; 
Sandra.Gardei@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to the Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(FACA) (5 U.S.C. App.), notice is hereby 
given that the Secretary of Agriculture 
has reestablished the Fruit and 
Vegetable Industry Advisory Committee 
for two years. The purpose of the 

Committee is to examine the full 
spectrum of issues faced by the fruit and 
vegetable industry and provide 
suggestions and ideas to the Secretary 
on how USDA can tailor its programs to 
meet the fruit and vegetable industry’s 
needs. 

The members of the reestablished 
Committee will elect the Chairperson 
and Vice-Chairperson of the Committee 
who will serve for a 2-year term. In 
absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-
Chairperson will act in the 
Chairperson’s stead. The Deputy 
Administrator of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service’s Fruit and Vegetable 
Programs will serve as the Committee’s 
Executive Secretary. Representatives 
from USDA mission areas and agencies 
affecting the fruit and vegetable industry 
will be called upon to participate in the 
Committee’s meetings as determined by 
the Committee Chairperson. 

Industry members will be appointed 
by the Secretary of Agriculture and 
serve 2-year terms. Membership will 
consist of up to twenty-five (25) 
members who represent the fruit and 
vegetable industry and will include at 
least; seven (7) representatives of fresh 
fruit and vegetable growers/shippers; 
four (4) representatives of fresh fruit and 
vegetable wholesalers; two (2) 
representatives of brokers; two (2) 
representatives of retailers; four (4) 
representatives of fruit and vegetable 
processors and fresh cut processors; two 
(2) representatives of foodservice 
suppliers; one (1) state department of 
agriculture official; and one (1) trade 
association representative. 

The Secretary of Agriculture invites 
those individuals, organizations, and 
groups affiliated with the categories 
listed above to nominate individuals for 
membership on the reestablished 
Committee. Nominations should 
describe and document the proposed 
member’s qualifications for membership 
to the Committee, and list their name, 
title, address, telephone, and fax 
number. The Secretary of Agriculture 
seeks a diverse group of members 
representing a broad spectrum of 
persons interested in providing 
suggestions and ideas on how USDA 
can tailor its programs to meet the fruit 
and vegetable industry’s needs. 

Individuals receiving nominations 
should contact Sandra Gardei, the 
designated Federal official, at (202) 720–
0988 or by e-mail at: 

Sandra.gardei@usda.gov to receive 
necessary forms for membership. The 
biographical information and clearance 
forms must be completed and returned 
to USDA within 10 working days of 
notification, to expedite the clearance 
process that is required before selection 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Equal opportunity practices will be 
followed in all appointments to the 
Committee in accordance with USDA 
policies. To ensure that the 
recommendations of the Committee 
have taken into account the needs of the 
diverse groups served by USDA, 
membership shall include, to the extent 
practicable, individuals with 
demonstrated ability to represent 
minorities, women, persons with 
disabilities, and limited resource 
agriculture producers.

Dated: August 1, 2003. 
A.J. Yates, 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service.
[FR Doc. 03–20074 Filed 8–1–03; 3:42 pm] 
BILLING CODE 3410–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. 03–029–1] 

National Wildlife Services Advisory 
Committee; Notice of Solicitation for 
Membership

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of solicitation for 
membership. 

SUMMARY: The Secretary of Agriculture 
intends to renew the National Wildlife 
Services Advisory Committee for a 2-
year period. Through this notice, the 
Secretary is soliciting nominations for 
membership on this Committee.
DATES: Consideration will be given to 
nominations received on or before 
September 22, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Nominations should be 
addressed to the person listed under FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Joanne Garrett, Director, Operational 
Support Staff, WS, APHIS, 4700 River 
Road Unit 87, Riverdale, MD 20737–
1234; (301) 734–5149.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
National Wildlife Services Advisory 
Committee (the Committee) advises the 
Secretary of Agriculture on policies, 
program issues, and research needed to 
conduct the Wildlife Services program. 
The Committee also serves as a public 
forum enabling those affected by the 
Wildlife Services program to have a 
voice in the program’s policies. 

The Committee Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson shall be elected by the 
Committee from among its members. 

Terms will expire for the current 
members of the Committee in August 
2003. We are soliciting nominations 
from interested organizations and 
individuals to replace members on the 
Committee. An organization may 
nominate individuals from within or 
outside its membership. The Secretary 
will select members to obtain the 
broadest possible representation on the 
Committee, in accordance with the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Regulation 1041–1. 
Equal opportunity practices, in line 
with the USDA policies, will be 
followed in all appointments to the 
Committee. To ensure that the 
recommendations of the Committee 
have taken into account the needs of the 
diverse groups served by the 
Department, membership should 
include, to the extent practicable, 
individuals with demonstrated ability to 
represent minorities, women, and 
persons with disabilities.

Done in Washington, DC, this 31st day of 
July, 2003. 
Bobby R. Acord, 
Administrator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service.
[FR Doc. 03–20006 Filed 8–5–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–34–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety Inspection Service 

[Docket No. 03–028N] 

National Advisory Committee on 
Microbiological Criteria for Foods

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection 
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting; 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The National Advisory 
Committee on Microbiological Criteria 
for Foods (NACMCF) will hold public 
meetings of the full committee on 
August 20 & 22, 2003. The committee 
will discuss: (1) Protocols for FSIS 
ongoing microbiological baseline 
studies of raw meat and poultry 

products, (2) performance standards for 
broilers (young chickens)/ground 
chicken, (3) the scientific basis for 
establishing safety-based ‘‘use by’’ date 
labeling for refrigerated, ready-to-eat 
foods, and (4) scientific criteria for 
redefining pasteurization. 
Subcommittees will also meet as 
follows:
August 19th—Concurrent sessions of: 

• Microbiological Performance 
Standards for Broilers (young chicken)/
Ground Chicken; an additional new 
topic will be discussed: reviewing new 
FSIS protocols for conducting ongoing 
microbiological baseline studies of raw 
meat and poultry products. 

• Scientific Criteria for Redefining 
Pasteurization.
August 20th—Microbiological 
Performance Standards for Broilers 
(young chicken)/Ground Chicken; an 
additional new topic will be discussed: 
Reviewing new FSIS protocols for 
conducting ongoing microbiological 
baseline studies of raw meat and poultry 
products. 
August 21st—Criteria for Shelf-Life 
Based on Safety.
DATES: The full Committee will hold 
open meetings on Wednesday, August 
20, 2003, from 8:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m., and 
on Friday, August 22, 2003, from 8:30 
a.m.–12 noon. Subcommittee meetings 
will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, August 19, 20, and 21, 
2003. Subcommittee meetings are open 
to the public.
ADDRESSES: The August 19–22 sub- and 
full-committee meetings will be held at 
the Hotel Monaco, Athens Room, 700 F 
Street NW., Washington, DC 20004, 
telephone number (202) 628–7177 or 
(877) 205–5411. Public comments and 
all documents related to full committee 
meetings will be available for public 
inspection in the FSIS Docket Room 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The comments 
and NACMCF documents will also be 
available on the Internet at http://
www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/rdad/
Publications.htm. 

FSIS will complete a meeting agenda 
on or before the meeting date and post 
it on its Internet Web page. Send an 
original and two copies of comments to 
the Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Docket Room: Docket #03–028N, Room 
102 Cotton Annex Building, 300 12th 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20250. 
Comments may also be sent by facsimile 
to (202) 205–0381. The comments and 
official transcripts of the meeting, when 
they become available, will be kept in 
the FSIS Docket Room at the above 
address. FSIS intends to post all 
comments associated with this docket 

on its Web page in the near future. FSIS 
reserves the right to redact any offensive 
language that may have been included 
in these public comments. The 
uncensored text will be made available 
in the FSIS Docket Room. See the 
disclaimer section below regarding 
modifications that may be necessary due 
to the presentation of the comments.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Persons interested in making a 
presentation, submitting technical 
papers, or providing comments should 
contact Karen Thomas (202) 690–6620, 
Fax (202) 690–6334, e-mail address: 
karen.thomas@fsis.usda.gov, or mailing 
address: Food Safety and Inspection 
Service, Department of Agriculture, 
Office of Public Health and Science, 
Aerospace Center, Room 333, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20250–3700. 

Persons requiring a sign language 
interpreter or other special 
accommodations should notify Ms. 
Thomas, by August 12, 2003.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background 

The NACMCF was established on 
March 18, 1988, in order to provide an 
interagency approach to microbiological 
criteria for food. The NACMCF was 
established in response to 
recommendations from the National 
Academy of Sciences, and from the U.S. 
House of Representatives Committee on 
Appropriations, as expressed in the 
Rural Development, Agriculture, and 
Related Agencies Appropriation Bill for 
fiscal year 1988. The Charter for the 
NACMCF is available for viewing on the 
FSIS Internet Web page at http://
www.fsis.usda.gov/OA/programs/
nacmcf_chart.htm. 

The NACMCF provides scientific 
advice and recommendations to the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
on public health issues involving the 
safety and wholesomeness of the U.S. 
food supply. NACMCF advice and 
recommendations include development 
of microbiological criteria and review 
and evaluation of epidemiological and 
risk assessment data and methodologies 
for assessing microbiological hazards in 
foods. The Committee also provides 
advice to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Departments of 
Commerce and Defense.

Dr. Merle Pierson, Deputy Under 
Secretary for Food Safety, USDA, is the 
Committee Chair, Dr. Robert E. Brackett, 
Director of Food Safety and Security, 
Center for Food Safety and Applied 
Nutrition, Food and Drug 
Administration, is the Vice-Chair, and 
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