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data and information submitted to
support approval of this application
may be seen in the Dockets Management
Branch (HFA-305), Food and Drug
Administration, 5630 Fishers Lane, rm.
1061, Rockville, MD 20852, between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

FDA has determined under 21 CFR
25.33(a)(1) that this action is of a type
that does not individually or
cumulatively have a significant effect on
the human environment. Therefore,
neither an environmental assessment
nor an environmental impact statement
is required.

This rule does not meet the definition
of “rule” in 5 U.S.C. 804(3)(A) because
it is a rule of “particular applicability.”
Therefore, it is not subject to the
congressional review requirements in 5
U.S.C. 801-808.

List of Subjects in 21 CFR Part 520

Animal drugs.

» Therefore, under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and under
authority delegated to the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs and redelegated to the
Center for Veterinary Medicine, 21 CFR
part 520 is amended as follows:

PART 520—ORAL DOSAGE FORM
NEW ANIMAL DRUGS

= 1. The authority citation for 21 CFR
part 520 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 360b.

= 2. Section 520.1720c is amended by
revising paragraphs (a) and (b), by
removing paragraph (c), and by
redesignating paragraph (d) as new
paragraph (c) to read as follows:

§520.1720c Phenylbutazone paste.

(a) Specifications—(1) Each gram of
paste contains 0.2 grams
phenylbutazone.

(2) Each gram of paste contains 0.35
grams phenylbutazone.

(b) Sponsors. See sponsor numbers in
§510.600(c) of this chapter.

(1) Nos. 000061 and 010797 for use of
product described in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section.

(2) No. 064847 for use of product
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this

section.
* * * * *

Dated: July 3, 2003.
Andrew J. Beaulieu,

Acting Director, Center for Veterinary
Medicine.

[FR Doc. 03-18910 Filed 7—24-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160-01-S

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 165

[CGD13-03-013]

RIN 1625-AA00

Safety Zone; Fireworks Display in the

Captain of the Port Portland Zone,
Colombia River, Astoria, OR

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice of implementation of
regulation.

SUMMARY: The Captain of the Port
Portland will begin enforcing the safety
zone for the Astoria Regatta Fireworks
Display established by 33 CFR 165.1316
on July 17, 2003. The Captain of the
Port, Portland, Oregon, is taking this
action to safeguard watercraft and their
occupants from safety hazards
associated with the fireworks display.
Entry into this safety zone is prohibited
unless authorized by the Captain of the
Port.

DATES: 33 CFR 165.1316 will be
enforced August 9, 2003 from 9:30 p.m.
until 10:30 p.m. (PDT).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Captain of the Port Portland, 6767 N.
Basin Ave., Portland, OR 97217 at (503)
240-9370 to obtain information
concerning enforcement of this rule.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ]uly
17, 2003, the Coast Guard published a
final rule (68 FR 42289) establishing a
safety zone, in 33 CFR 165.1316, to
provide for the safety of vessels in the
vicinity of the Astoria Regatta fireworks
display. The safety zone will include all
waters of the Columbia River at Astoria,
Oregon enclosed by the following
points: North from the Oregon shoreline
at 123°49'36" West to 46°11'51" North
thence east to 123°48'53" West thence
south to the Oregon shoreline and
finally westerly along the Oregon
shoreline to the point of origin. Entry
into this zone is prohibited unless
authorized by the Captain of the Port or
his designee. The Captain of the Port
Portland will enforce this safety zone on
August 9, 2003 from 9:30 p.m. until
10:30 p.m. (PDT). The Captain of the
Port may be assisted by other Federal,
state, or local agencies in enforcing this
security zone.

Dated: July 9, 2003.
Paul D. Jewell,

Captain, Coast Guard, Captain of the Port,
Portland.

[FR Doc. 03-18918 Filed 7-24-03; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 165
[CGD09-03-399]

RIN 1625-AA00

Safety Zones; Captain of the Port
Detroit Zone
AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice of implementation of
regulation.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is
implementing safety zones for annual
fireworks displays in the Captain of the
Port Detroit Zone during August 2003.
This action is necessary to provide for
the safety of life and property on
navigable waters during these events.
These zones will restrict vessel traffic
from a portion of the Captain of the Port
Detroit Zone.

DATES: Effective from 12:01 a.m. on
August 1, 2003, to 11:59 p.m. on August
31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lieutenant Junior Grade Brandon
Sullivan, U.S. Coast Guard Marine
Safety Office Detroit, at (313) 568—9580.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The Coast Guard is implementing the
permanent safety zones in 33 CFR
165.907 (a)(22) and (23) (66 FR 27868,
May 21, 2001), for fireworks displays in
the Captain of the Port Detroit Zone
during August 2003. The following
safety zones are in effect for fireworks
displays occurring in the month of
August 2003:

(1) Maritime Day Fireworks, Marine
City, MI. This safety zone will be
enforced on August 9, 2003, from 8 p.m.
until 11:59 p.m.

(2) Venetian Festival Boat Parade &
Fireworks, St. Clair Shores, MI. This
safety zone will be enforced on August
9, 2003, from 7 p.m. until 11:59 p.m.

In order to ensure the safety of
spectators and transiting vessels, these
safety zones will be enforced for the
duration of the events. In cases where
shipping is affected, commercial vessels
may request permission from the
Captain of the Port Detroit to transit the
safety zone. Approval will be made on
a case-by case basis. Requests must be
made in advance and approved by the
Captain of the Port Detroit before
transits will be authorized. The Captain
of the Port Detroit may be contacted via
U.S. Coast Guard Group Detroit on
Channel 16, VHF-FM.
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Dated: July 14, 2003.
S.K. Moon,

Lieutenant Commander, Coast Guard, Acting
Captain of the Port Detroit.

[FR Doc. 03-18923 Filed 7-24-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

38 CFR Part 17
RIN 2900-AL68

Medication Prescribed by Non-VA
Physicians

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Interim final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule amends VA’s
medical regulations that govern the
provision of medication to veterans
when the medication is prescribed by
non-VA physicians. The rule provides
that, in limited circumstances, VA may
provide medication prescribed by a non-
VA physician to veterans enrolled in
VA’s health care system prior to July 25,
2003, if the veterans have requested an
initial appointment for primary care in
a VA health care facility before July 25,
2003, and were unable to obtain an
initial appointment for primary care
within 30 days. The rule establishes
specific requirements that veterans must
meet to receive such medications and it
establishes limits on the types and
quantities of medication VA may
provide. VA’s intent is to assist enrolled
veterans who have requested primary
care appointments but who have not
been able to obtain one within 30 days.

DATES: Effective Date: This interim final
rule is effective on July 25, 2003; except
for 38 CFR 17.96(e) which is effective
August 25, 2003.

Comment Dates: Comments on the
rule must be received on or before
September 8, 2003; except that
comments on the request for emergency
approval of the collection of information
provisions must be received on or before
August 25, 2003.

Applicability Date: Benefits may be
provided commencing September 22,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Mail or hand-deliver
written comments to: Director,
Regulations Management (0OREG1),
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Ave., NW., Room 1068,
Washington, DC 20420; or fax comments
to (202) 273-9026; or e-mail comments
to OGCRegulations@mail.va.gov.
Comments should indicate that they are
submitted in response to “RIN 2900-
AL68.” All comments received will be

available for public inspection in the
Office of Regulation Policy and
Management, Room 1063B, between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday (except holidays). Please
call (202) 273-9515 for an appointment.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kendra Drew, Chief Business Office
(16), at (202) 254-0329 and Virginia
Torrise, Pharmacy Benefits
Management, Deputy Chief Consultant
(119), at (202) 273-8426. These
individuals are in the Veterans Health
Administration of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, located at 810 Vermont
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
existing law and regulations, a veteran
desiring medical care from VA must
enroll in VA’s health care system,
except for veterans whose service-
connected disabilities are 50% or
greater, or any veteran seeking treatment
for a service-connected condition. When
a veteran first enrolls in the VA system,
and requests an appointment for care,
VA schedules an appointment for a visit
with a primary care physician. During
that first appointment, a VA health care
provider examines the veteran and
determines what care the veteran needs.
That primary care physician generally
learns from the veteran what medication
the veteran is taking, if any, assesses the
need for medication, and writes
prescriptions for any needed
medication. Those prescriptions written
by the VA physician are then filled by

a VA pharmacy.

In recent years, VA has faced an
extraordinary increase in demand for
health care services. The increased
demand has been caused, at least in
part, by veterans enrolling in the VA
health care system to obtain pharmacy
benefits at no cost or at a reasonable
cost. With dramatically increased
enrollment, VA has been unable to
provide all enrolled veterans with
services in a timely manner. In many
places that means veterans may wait a
considerable length of time to receive an
initial primary care visit. Many of those
veterans have prescriptions, written by
non-VA physicians, that VA primary
care physicians may confirm and renew
when the veterans are able to have
initial primary care visits. In an effort to
ease the financial burden on enrolled
veterans currently waiting lengthy
periods of time for their initial primary
care visits, VA will provide these
veterans with medications prior to their
initial primary care visits at VA if these
veterans present valid prescriptions
from their non-VA physicians. VA will
fill prescriptions written by non-VA
physicians only for the period of time

such veterans are awaiting a scheduled
appointment with a VA health care
provider. VA anticipates asking the
veterans whether they want to have the
next available appointment, or whether
they want to postpone the initial
appointment. VA will schedule the
veterans’ initial appointments within
the period covered by the prescriptions
written by their non-VA physicians. VA
anticipates that some veterans will
choose to postpone the initial
appointment, shortening waiting lists
and making appointment dates available
to other veterans.

VA anticipates that in the near future,
it will be able to provide all enrolled
veterans with primary care in a timely
manner. That would effectively
eliminate the need for providing
medications under this rule. However, it
is important that VA have such
regulations in place until such time as
waiting periods can be reduced.

VA is undertaking this rulemaking
pursuant to its authority under 38
U.S.C. 1710(a) to furnish needed
medical services. As clarified in
paragraph (a) of this rule, VA does not
generally fill prescriptions for veterans
that are written by non-VA physicians.
Instead, VA usually provides only
medications prescribed by VA
physicians or VA contractors retained
for that purpose. This is consistent with
the primary purpose of the Veterans
Health Administration, which is to
provide integrated comprehensive
health care for veterans, not simply act
as a conduit for furnishing prescription
medications.

In light of the backlog of veterans
seeking VA care, however, the Secretary
has determined that the filling of some
prescriptions written by non-VA
physicians is needed during the period
of time such veterans are awaiting a
scheduled appointment with a VA
health care provider. As a result,
paragraph (b) of this rule states that
beginning September 22, 2003, VA may
furnish medications for veterans
enrolled in VA’s health care system
prior to July 25, 2003, if the veterans
have requested an initial appointment
for primary care in a VA health care
facility before July 25, 2003, and the
next available appointment date is
scheduled more than 30 days after the
veteran requests the appointment. VA
chose the 30-day limitation because it is
generally considered reasonable in the
community at large to expect that one
could obtain a first time primary care
visit with a physician within 30 days.
VA chose to limit the provision of
medications in question to only those
veterans enrolled prior to July 25, 2003,
in order to specifically address the
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