GPC§

43030

Federal Register/Vol. 68, No. 139/Monday, July 21, 2003/Rules and Regulations

and radio and television stations and
posted in village post offices and stores.

(c) Bristol Bay Region.

(1) Season: April 2-June 14 and July
16—August 31.

(2) Closure: June 15-July 15.

(d) Bering Strait/Norton Sound
Region.

(1) Stebbins/St. Michael Area (Point
Romanof to Canal Point):

(i) Season: April 15—June 14 and July
16—August 31.

(ii) Closure: June 15—July 15.

(2) Remainder of the region:

(i) Season: April 2—June 14 and July
16—August 31 for waterfowl; April 2—
July 19 and August 21-August 31 for all
other birds.

(ii) Closure: June 15-July 15 for
waterfowl; July 20—August 20 for all
other birds.

(e) Kodiak Archipelago Region, except
the Kodiak Island roaded area is closed
to the harvesting of migratory birds and
their eggs. The closed area is depicted
on a map and consists of all lands and
water east of a line extending from Crag
Point in the north to the west end of
Saltery Cove in the south and all lands
and water south of a line extending from
Termination Point along the north side
of Cascade Lake extending to Anton
Larson Bay. Offshore islands and waters
adjacent to the closed area will remain
open to harvest.

(1) Season: April 2-June 20 and July
22—August 31, egg gathering: May 1—
June 20.

(2) Closure: June 21-July 21.

(f) Northwest Arctic Region.

(1) Season: April 2—August 31 (in
general); waterfowl egg gathering May
20-June 9; seabird egg gathering July 3—
July 12; molting/non-nesting waterfowl
July 1-July 31.

(2) Closure: June 10—-August 14,
except for the taking of seabird eggs and
molting/non-nesting waterfowl as
provided in paragraph (f)(1) of this
section.

(g) North Slope Region.

(1) Southern Unit (Pt. Hope to
Wainwright, along the Chuckchi coast,
south and east to Atqasuk and
Anaktuvuk Pass):

(i) Season: April 2—June 29 and July
30—August 31 for seabirds; April 2-June
19 and July 20—August 31 for all other
birds.

(ii) Closure: June 30—July 29 for
seabirds; June 20-July 19 for all other
birds.

(2) Northern Unit (Barrow to Nuigsut):

(i) Season: April 6-June 6 and July 7—
August 31 for king and common eiders
and April 2-June 15 and July 16—August
31 for all other birds.

(ii) Closure: June 7-July 6 for king and
common eiders and June 16—July 15 for
all other birds.

(3) Eastern Unit (Communities east of
Nuigsut):

(i) Season: April 2-June 19 and July
20—August 31.

(ii) Closure: June 20—July 19.

(h) Interior Region.

(1) Season: April 2-June 14 and July
16—August 31; egg gathering May 1-June
14.

(2) Closure: June 15—July 15.

Dated: June 16, 2003.
Craig Manson,

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch
in the Western Aleutian District of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Western Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands management
area (BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2003 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 16, 2003, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: JOSh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP

appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
for the Western Aleutian District was
established as 5,411 metric tons (mt) by
the final 2003 harvest specifications for
groundfish in the BSAI (68 FR 9907,
March 3, 2003).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2003 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch in the Western
Aleutian District will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 5,111 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 300 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Western Aleutian District of the
BSAL

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003
TAC for Pacific ocean perch in the
Western Aleutian District, and therefore
reduce the public’s ability to use and
enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: July 15, 2003.
Virginia M. Fay,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—18487 Filed 7-16-03; 4:12 pm]
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