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A primary result of these activities
would be a reduction of accumulated
down fuel loadings, which would
dramatically decrease the potential for
future high intensity wildfires and
improve the chance to keep fires that do
start to a smaller size. Furthermore, it
would prepare the sites for regeneration,
enhance wildlife habitat and maintain
forest health by bringing fuel levels
closer to historic levels. Some thinning
of saplings would occur to reduce
excessive ladder fuels and lower the risk
of crown fire and catastrophic wildfire
while allowing residual trees to grow at
a sustainable rate. The only ground
disturbing activity proposed is the
obliteration of 3.5 miles of existing road.
Ladder fuel reduction using chainsaws
and prescribed fire is proposed for those
areas that have become overgrown with
smaller diameter trees thus creating a
fuel profile that acts as a ““fire ladder”
to the crowns of the dominant overstory
trees.

Issues. The following are the
preliminary issues identified: Wildlife
habitat; Fuels/Catastrophic Wildfire
Risk; Ecosystem Sustainability; Air
Quality; Water Quality/Riparian Habitat;
Threatened; Endangered and Sensitive
(TES) Species; Road Management;
Noxious Weeds; Recreation; and Urban
interface. This list will be verified,
expanded, or modified based on public
scoping and interdisciplinary review of
this proposal.

Alternative. The Forest Service will
consider a full range of alternatives. One
of these will be the “no action”
alternative in which no active
management activities would take place.
Another alternative will examine
restoration involving no commercial
timber harvest. Additional alternatives
will examine varying levels, locations,
and methods for the proposed activities
to achieve the proposal’s purposes, as
well as to respond to the issues and
other resource values. The Forest
Service has begun discussions with the
Washington State Department of Fish
and Wildlife with the objective of
looking at all watershed activities in a
concerted cooperative process for
comprehensive watershed restoration
between ownerships.

Scoping Process. Public participation
will be especially important at several
points during the analysis, beginning
with the scoping process. Initial scoping
began with the project listing in the
1997 Winter Edition of the Umatilla
National Forest’s Schedule of Proposed
Actions. A public meeting will be
scheduled for fall 2003, to discuss the
project and other meetings will be
scheduled as needed. This
environmental analysis and decision

making process will enable additional
interested and affected people to
participate and contribute to the final
decision. The public is encouraged to
take part in the process and is
encouraged to visit with Forest Service
officials at any time during the analysis
and prior to the decision. The Forest
Service will be seeking information,
comments, and assistance from Federal,
State, local agencies, and other
individuals or organizations that may be
interested in, or affected by the
proposal. This input will be used in
preparation of the draft EIS.

Early Notice of Importance of Public
Participation in Subsequent
Environmental Review: The draft EIS
expected to be filed with the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and to be available to the public for
review February 2004. The comment
period on the draft EIS will be 45 days
from the EPA publishes the notice of
availability in the Federal Register. The
final EIS is scheduled to be released
September 2004.

The Forest Service believes it is
important to give reviewers notice, at
this early stage, of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft EIS’s must structure
their participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts the agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft EIS stage but that are
not raised until after completion of the
final EIS may be waived or dismissed by
the courts. City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803
F.2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and
Wisconsin Heritages, Inc, v. Harris, 490
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980).
Because of these court rulings, it is very
important that those interested in this
proposed action participate by the close
of the 45-day comment period so that
substantive comments and objections
and made available to the Forest Service
at a time when it can meaningful
consider and respond to them in the
Final EIS.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed action,
comments on the Draft EIS should be as
specified as possible. It is also helpful
if comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft EIS. Comments
may also address the adequacy of the
draft EIS or merits of the alternatives
formulated and discussed in the
statement. (Reviewers may wish to refer
to the Council on Environmental
Quality Regulations for implementing

the procedural provisions of the
National Environmental Policy Act at 40
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.)

In the final EIS, the Forest Service is
required to respond to comments and
responses received during the comment
period that pertain to the environmental
consequences discussed at the draft EIS
and applicable laws, regulations, and
policies considered in making a
decision regarding the proposal.

The Forest Service is the lead agency.
Monte Fujishin, Pomeroy District
Ranger, is the responsible official. The
responsible official will decide which, if
any, of the proposed projects will be
implemented. The decision and reasons
for the decision will be documented in
the Record of Decision. That decision
will be subject to Forest Service Appeal
Regulations (36 CFR part 215).

Dated: June 27, 2003.
Jeff D. Blackwood,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03—17300 Filed 7—8-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Ravalli County Resource Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Ravalli County Resource
Advisory Committee will be meeting to
discuss projects for 2003 and
monitoring of 2002 projects. Agenda
topics will include project proposal
submissions and a public forum
(question and answer session). The
meeting is being held pursuant to the
authorities in the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—463) and
under the Secure Rural Schools and
Community Self-Determination Act of
2000 (Pub. L. 106-393). The meeting is
open to the public.

DATES: The meeting will be held on July
22,2003, 6:30 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Ravalli County Administration
Building, 215 S. 4th Street, Hamilton,
Montana. Send written comments to
Jeanne Higgins, District Ranger,
Stevensville Ranger District, 88 Main
Street, Stevensville, MT 59870, by
facsimile (406) 777-7423, or
electronically to jmhiggins@fs.fed.us.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeanne Higgins, Stevensville District
Ranger and Designated Federal Officer,
Phone: (406) 777-5461.
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Dated: July 1, 2003.
Lesley W. Thompson,
Deputy Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03—17309 Filed 7—8—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

BROADCASTING BOARD OF
GOVERNORS

Meeting Notice

Date and Time: July 15, 2003: 1
p.m.—5 p.m.

Place: Broadcasting Board of
Governors, Room 3321, 330
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20237.

Closed Meeting: The members of the

Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG)
will meet in closed session to review
and discuss a number of issues relating
to U.S. Government-funded non-
military international broadcasting.
They will address internal procedural,
budgetary, and personnel issues, as well
as sensitive foreign policy issues
relating to potential options in the U.S.
international broadcasting field. This
meeting is closed because if open it
likely would either disclose matters that
would be properly classified to be kept
secret in the interest of foreign policy
under the appropriate executive order (5
U.S.C. 552b.(c)(1)) or would disclose
information the premature disclosure of
which would be likely to significantly
frustrate implementation of a proposed
agency action. (5 U.S.C. 552b.(c)(9)(B))
In addition, part of the discussion will
relate solely to the internal personnel
and organizational issues of the BBG or
the International Broadcasting Bureau.
(5 U.S.C. 552b.(c)(2) and (6))
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Persons interested in obtaining more
information should contact either
Brenda Hardnett or Carol Booker at
(202) 401-3736.

Dated: July 7, 2003.

Carol Booker,

Legal Counsel.

[FR Doc. 03-17513 Filed 7-7-03; 1:04 pm]
BILLING CODE 8230-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Information and Communications
Technology; Business Development
Mission

AGENCY: Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
invites U.S. companies to participate in
the overseas Business Development

Mission described below. For a more
complete description of the mission,
obtain a copy of the mission statement
from the contact officer indicated below.
Undersecretarial Business Development

Mission, Belfast, Northern Ireland and

Dublin, Republic of Ireland,

November 17-21, 2003

Department of Commerce technology-
sector leaders will convene a senior-
level business development mission to
Belfast, Northern Ireland (N.I.) and
Dublin, Republic of Ireland (R.0.1). The
focus of the mission will be to help U.S.
companies explore business
opportunities in both Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland. The
delegation will include approximately
10-15 U.S.-based senior executives of
small, medium and large U.S. firms
representing the information and
communications technology (ICT)
sector.

Recruitment closes on September 19,
2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Sujata S. Millick, Technology
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue,
NW., Washington, DC 20230, telephone
202-482-6804, fax 202-219-3310, or
visit www.commerce.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Goals for the Mission

The Business Development Mission
will further both U.S. commercial policy
objectives and advance specific U.S.
business interests in the ICT sector. It is
focused on: introducing U.S. companies
to the markets of Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland and promoting
expanded commercial opportunities in
these areas; assisting small and new-to-
market U.S. firms in evaluating the
market potential for their products and
to gain an understanding of how to
operate successfully in the markets of
Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland; highlighting the accessibility of
the market and the successes of U.S.
businesses in the markets of Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland; and
fostering dialogue between policy
makers and academics in the technology
arena in the United States, Northern
Ireland, and the Republic of Ireland.

Scenario for the Mission

The Business Development Mission
will provide participants with exposure
to high-level business and government
contacts and an understanding of
market and technology trends and the
commercial environment of Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. U.S.
Embassy and U.S. Consulate General
officials will provide detailed briefings

on the economic, commercial and
political climates, and participants will
receive individual counseling on their
specific interests from local U.S.
Commercial Service industry
specialists. Meetings will be arranged as
appropriate with senior government
officials and potential business partners.
Representational events also will be
organized to provide mission
participants with opportunities to meet
Northern Ireland’s and the Republic of
Ireland’s business and government
representatives, as well as U.S. business
people living and working in Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

The tentative trip itinerary is as
follows:

Nov 16—Arrive Belfast, Northern
Ireland; evening events and briefing

Nov 17—One-on-One Business Meetings
in Belfast; group policy meetings

Nov 18—Business and Policy Meetings
in Northern Ireland; Travel to Dublin,
Republic of Ireland

Nov 19—One-on-One Business
Meetings, group policy meetings,
mission events, and briefings in
Dublin

Nov 20—One-on-One Business
Meetings, group policy meetings,
mission events, and briefings in
Dublin

Nov 21—Departure for the United States

The precise schedule will depend in
part on the availability of local
government and business officials and
the specific goals of the mission
participants.

Criteria for Participation of Companies
Recruitment

The recruitment of mission members
will be conducted in an open and public
manner utilizing Commercial Service
Export Assistance Centers, International
Trade Administration industry teams,
and Technology Administration and
National Telecommunications and
Information Administration teams.
Promotion will include publication of
notice of the event in the Federal
Register, direct mailing, e-mailing,
broadcast fax, press releases to
appropriate media, posting on the
Commerce Department trade missions
calendar—http://www.ita.doc.gov/
doctm/tmcal.html—and other Internet
websites, promotion at domestic
exhibitions and conferences, and
publicized announcements through a
network of business organizations.
Companies will be selected according to
the criteria set out below.
Approximately 10-15 companies will be
selected.
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