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(B) All nets must comply with the
minimum mesh size specified in
paragraph (a)(16)(i)(A) of this section.
Counting from the terminus of the net,
the minimum mesh size is applied to
the first 100 meshes (200 bars in the
case of square mesh) from the terminus
of the net for vessels greater than 60 ft
(18.3 m) in length and is applied to the
first 50 meshes (100 bars in the case of
square mesh) from the terminus of the
net for vessels less than or equal to 60
ft (18.3 m) in length.

(C) An owner or operator of a vessel
participating in the GOM Grate Raised
Footrope Trawl Exempted Whiting
Fishery may fish for, possess, and land
combined silver hake and offshore hake
only up to 7,500 1b (3,402 kg). An owner
or operator fishing with mesh larger
than the minimum mesh size specified
in paragraph (a)(16)(i)(A) of this section
may not fish for, possess, or land silver
hake or offshore hake in quantities
larger than 7,500 Ib (3,402 kg).

(ii) Gear specifications. In addition to
the requirements specified in paragraph
(a)(16)(i) of this section, an owner or
operator of a vessel fishing in the GOM
Grate Raised Footrope Trawl Exempted
Whiting Fishery must configure the
vessel’s trawl gear as specified in
paragraphs (a)(16)(ii)(A) through (C) of
this section.

(A) An owner or operator of a vessel
fishing in the GOM Grate Raised
Footrope Trawl Exempted Whiting
Fishery must configure the vessel’s
trawl gear with a raised footrope trawl
as specified in paragraphs (a)(9)(ii)(A)
through (C) of this section. In addition,
the restrictions specified in paragraphs
(a)(16)(ii)(B) and (C) of this section
apply to vessels fishing in the GOM
Grate Raised Footrope Trawl Exempted
Whiting Fishery.

(B) The raised footrope trawl must be
used without a sweep of any kind
(chain, roller frame, or rockhopper). The
drop chains must be a maximum of 3/
8—inch (0.95 cm) diameter bare chain
and must be hung from the center of the
footrope and each corner (the quarter, or
the junction of the bottom wing to the
belly at the footrope). Drop chains must
be at least 42 inches (106.7 cm) in
length and must be hung at intervals of
8 ft (2.4 m) along the footrope from the
corners to the wing ends.

(C) The raised footrope trawl net must
have a rigid or semi-rigid grate
consisting of parallel bars of not more
than 50 mm (1.97 inches) spacing that
excludes all fish and other objects,
except those that are small enough to
pass between its bars into the codend of
the trawl. The grate must be secured in
the trawl, forward of the codend, in
such a manner that it precludes the

passage of fish or other objects into the
codend without the fish or objects
having to first pass between the bars of
the grate. The net must have an outlet
or hole to allow fish or other objects that
are too large to pass between the bars of
the grate to exit the net. The aftermost
edge of this outlet or hole must be at
least as wide as the grate at the point of
attachment. The outlet or hole must
extend forward from the grate toward
the mouth of the net. A funnel of net
material is allowed in the lengthening
piece of the net forward of the grate to
direct catch towards the grate.

(iii) Annual review. On an annual
basis, the Groundfish PDT will review
data from this fishery, including sea
sampling data, to determine whether
adjustments are necessary to ensure that
regulated species bycatch remains at a
minimum. If the Groundfish PDT
recommends adjustments to ensure that
regulated species bycatch remains at a
minimum, the Council may take action
prior to the next season through the
framework adjustment process specified
in §648.90(b), and in accordance with
the Administrative Procedures Act.

* * * * *
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 2003 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 3, 2003, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]osh
Keaton, 907-586-2778.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the

GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
for the Western Regulatory Area was
established as 2,700 metric tons (mt) by
the final 2003 harvest specifications for
groundfish in the GOA (68 FR 9924,
March 3, 2003).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2003 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch in the Western
Regulatory Area will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 2,500 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 200 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
GOA.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003
TAC for Pacific ocean perch in the
Western Regulatory Area of the GOA,
and therefore reduce the public’s ability
to use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
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Dated: July 2, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—-17236 Filed 7-2—03; 3:48 pm]
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Eastern Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands management
area (BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2003 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 5, 2003, through 2400
hrs, A.lL.t., December 31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
for the Eastern Aleutian District was
established as 3,238 metric tons (mt) by
the final 2003 harvest specifications for
groundfish in the BSAI (68 FR 9907,
March 3, 2003).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2003 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch in the Eastern
Aleutian District will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is

establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 2,938 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 300 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Eastern Aleutian District of the
BSAL

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003
TAC for Pacific ocean perch in the
Eastern Aleutian District, and therefore
reduce the public’s ability to use and
enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 2, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-17237 Filed 7—2-03; 3:48 pm]
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Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This final rule increases from
7 to 9 percent the percentage of pollock
roe that may be retained by operators of
catcher/processors and motherships
processing pollock harvested in the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area. This action is
necessary because catcher/processors
and motherships have been able to
increase their pollock roe recovery rate
since the passage of the American
Fisheries Act (AFA) through cooperative
fishing practices and more precise
timing of fishing activity. This action is
intended to be consistent with the
environmental and socioeconomic
objectives of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Management and Conservation
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) and other
applicable laws.

DATES: Effective August 8, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Copies of the Categorical
Exclusion and Regulatory Impact
Review prepared for this action may be
obtained from Lori Durall, NMFS,
Alaska Region, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau,
AK 99802, 907-586-7247

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]ay
Ginter, 907-586-7228, or
jay.ginter@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
exclusive economic zone of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management
Area (BSAI) under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP). The North Pacific
Fishery Management Council (Council)
prepared, and NMFS approved, the FMP
under the authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.).
Regulations implementing the FMP
appear at 50 CFR part 679. General
regulations governing U.S. fisheries also
appear at 50 CFR part 600.

Background

NMEF'S published a proposed rule to
raise the maximum retainable
percentage of pollock roe from 7 to 9
percent on February 11, 2003 (68 FR
6865), with comments invited through
March 13, 2003. Two letters of comment
were received by the end of the
comment period and are responded to
in the response to comments section.
Additional background on the
development of roe stripping
regulations and the purpose and need
for this action are contained in the
preamble to the proposed rule.

This final rule raises the maximum
retainable percentage of pollock roe
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