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Officer, (202) 482-0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dHynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to David Rostker, OMB Desk
Officer, Room 10202, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.

Dated: June 11, 2003.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03—15405 Filed 6-17—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 060603E]

Intent to Analyze the Effects of the
Subsistence Taking of Northern Fur
Seals on the Pribilof Islands, Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of intent; scoping
meetings; request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS intends to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EILS)
regarding possible changes to the
subsistence harvest of the Pribilof
Islands stock of northern fur seals. The
scope of the EIS will consist of a broad
review of the subsistence harvest
management on the Pribilof Islands
including the manner in which the
harvest is conducted. NMFS intends to
hold scoping meetings to receive public
input on the issues of concern and the
appropriate range of management
alternatives to be addressed in the EIS.
In addition to holding the scoping
meetings, NMFS solicits written
comments related to the scope of the
analysis.

DATES: Written comments will be
accepted through September 16, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be addressed to the Assistant Regional
Administrator, Protected Resources
Division, NMFS, P.O. Box 21668,
Juneau, AK 99802, Attn: Lori Durall.
Requests to be included on a mailing list
of persons interested in the EIS should
be sent to Mr. David Cormany at 222
West 7th Avenue, Box 43, Anchorage,
AK 99513. Comments may also be hand-
delivered to NMFS, Federal Building,

709 West 9th Street, Juneau, AK, or
NMFS, Federal Building, Room 517, 222
West 7t Avenue, Anchorage, AK.
NMFS is not accepting email or internet
comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Cormany, (907) 271-5006.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ]uly 9,
1985 (50 FR 27914), NMFS published an
emergency interim rule to govern the
subsistence taking of fur seals by Alaska
Native (Aleut) residents of the Pribilof
Islands. A final rule was subsequently
published on July 9, 1986 (51 FR
24828). The subsistence harvest of
northern fur seals on the Pribilof Islands
is governed by regulations at 50 CFR
216 Subpart F—Pribilof Islands, Taking
for Subsistence Purposes. These
regulations were published under the
authority of the Fur Seal Act (FSA), 16
U.S.C. 1151 et seq., and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), 16
U.S.C. 1361 ef seq. The purpose of these
regulations was to provide for the
subsistence needs of the Pribilof Aleuts
using humane harvesting methods and
to restrict taking by sex, age, and season
for herd management purposes.

The Need for an EIS on this Action

An Environmental Assessment and a
Finding of No Significant Impact of the
harvest on the fur seal population have
been considered adequate to address the
Agency’s NEPA compliance
responsibilities in the past. However,
evidence is building that continued
management under the harvest
regulations in combination with other
past, present, and future actions, may be
having a significant impact on the
human environment. Therefore,
preparation of an EIS for the proposed
action may be required by NEPA and
implementing regulations at 40 CFR
1501.4.

NMFS is required to publish a Notice
of Intent (NOI) to, among other things,
describe the proposed scoping process,
including any scoping meetings to be
held. The NOI also serves as the official
notice that a Federal agency is
commencing preparation of an EIS
pursuant.

NMFS will examine all activities
addressing the conduct of the
subsistence harvest management. The
cumulative effects section of the EIS
will address the incremental cumulative
effects of these management alternatives
on northern fur seals when added to the
effects of past, other present, or
reasonably foreseeable future actions
including the significant effects finding
of the Steller Sea Lion Protection
Measures EIS (NMFS 2001). The EIS for
Steller sea lions examined the effects of

management measures implemented in
the groundfish fisheries in the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands (BSAI) to
protect endangered Steller sea lions in
the area. In the analyses of the
cumulative effects of the action on the
environment, it was determined that
commercial fishing and environmental
changes (effects of a regime shift) may
result in a conditionally significant
adverse effect on northern fur seals.
Therefore, while the subsistence harvest
is not likely to have any direct or
indirect effects on the fur seal
population that would be considered
significant under NEPA, the cumulative
effects of the subsistence harvest
alternatives when added to the effects of
the groundfish fisheries on the harvest
alternatives may result in a similar
cumulative effects finding as identified
in NMFS (2001).

Information and Comments Solicited

NMEF'S solicits comments and
information to identify the complete
range of alternatives to be analyzed.
Alternatives analyzed in this EIS may
include those identified below, plus
additional alternatives identified
through the public scoping process and
through working with the Tribal
Governments and other constituent
groups. Potential alternatives that have
already been identified include the
following: (1) status quo alternative- No
action will be taken to change existing
regulations at 50 CFR 216 subpart F.
The conduct and management of the
harvest will remain as it has been; (2) an
alternative that combines some of the
existing regulations with agreed upon
stipulations identified in the co-
management agreements between NMFS
and the Tribal Governments pursuant to
section 119 of the MMPA; and (3) a
harvest regime that is completely
managed through co-management
pursuant to section 119 of the MMPA.

NMEF'S has entered into co-
management agreements with the Tribal
Governments of St. Paul Island and St.
George Island under section 119 of the
MMPA in 2000 and 2001, respectively.
These agreements are specific to the
conservation and management of
northern fur seals and Steller sea lions
on the Pribilof Islands, with particular
attention to the subsistence take and use
of these animals. NMFS has worked
with both communities to integrate the
agreements into one management plan
for the purpose of recovering and
maintaining the fur seal population.
Under this alternative all current
regulations would be eliminated.

NMEFS is also seeking information on
the environmental, social and economic
issues to be considered in the analysis.
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The direct and indirect effects sections
of the EIS will present the impacts of
each identified alternative on the
human environment. Major issues are
likely to include: the impact of
subsistence and commercial fisheries
removals on this stock, the impacts of
regulated harvests on the subsistence
needs, traditional and cultural values of
Alaskan Natives, and co-management of
the subsistence harvest under section
119 of the MMPA.

Public Involvement

Scoping is an open process for
determining the scope of issues to be
addressed and for identifying the
significant issues related to the
proposed action. A principle objective
of this process is to identify a range of
reasonable management alternatives
that, with analysis, will provide a clear
basis for distinguishing between the
alternatives and selecting a preferred
alternative.

Scoping meetings will be held on the
Pribilof Islands, AK, and in Anchorage,
AK. Dates have not been set at this time
and will follow the cessation of the 2003
subsistence harvest. Times and
locations of the scoping meetings will
also be published in a subsequent
notice.

Dated: June 11, 2003.
Donna Wieting,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—15407 Filed 6—-17—-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 031203A]

Small Takes of Marine Mammals
Incidental to Specified Activities;
Harbor Activities at Vandenberg Air
Force Base, CA

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of incidental
harassment authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with provisions
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA) as amended, notification is
hereby given that an Incidental
Harassment Authorization (IHA) to take
small numbers of marine mammals by
harassment incidental to harbor
activities related to the Delta IV/Evolved
Expendable Launch Vehicle (EELV) at
South Vandenberg Air Force Base, CA

(VAFB) has been issued to The Boeing
Company (Boeing).

DATES: Effective from May 20, 2003,
until May 20, 2004.

ADDRESSES: A copy of the IHA and/or
the application is available by writing to
Ms. Kaja Brix, Acting Chief, Marine
Mammal Conservation Division, Office
of Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910-3225, or by telephoning one of
the contacts listed here.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kimberly Skrupky, (301) 713-2322, ext.
163 or Christina Fahy, (562) 980—-4023.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, notice of a proposed
authorization is provided to the public
for review.

Permission for incidental takings may
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking
will have no more than a negligible
impact on the species or stock(s) and
will not have an unmitigable adverse
impact on the availability of the species
or stock(s) for subsistence uses and that
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
monitoring and reporting of such taking
are set forth.

NMFS has defined “negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as:

an impact resulting from the specified
activity that cannot be reasonably expected
to, and is not reasonably likely to, adversely
affect the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

Subsection 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA
established an expedited process by
which citizens of the United States can
apply for an authorization to
incidentally take small numbers of
marine mammals by harassment. The
MMPA defines “harassment” as:

any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance
which (i) has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild
[“Level A harassment”]; or (ii) has the
potential to disturb a marine mammal or
marine mammal stock in the wild by causing
disruption of behavioral patterns, including,
but not limited to, migration, breathing,
nursing, breeding, feeding, or sheltering
[“Level B harassment”].

Subsection 101(a)(5)(D) establishes a
45—day time limit for NMFS review of

an application followed by a 30-day
public notice and comment period on
any proposed authorizations for the
incidental harassment of small numbers
of marine mammals. Within 45 days of
the close of the comment period, NMFS
must either issue or deny issuance of
the authorization.

Summary of Request

On January 28, 2003, NMFS received
an application from Boeing requesting
an authorization for the harassment of
small numbers of Pacific harbor seals
(Phoca vitulina richardsi) and California
sea lions (Zalophus californianus)
incidental to harbor activities related to
the Delta IV/EELV, including: transport
vessel operations, cargo movement
activities, harbor maintenance dredging,
and kelp habitat mitigation operations.
In addition, northern elephant seals
(Mirounga angustirostris) may also be
incidentally harassed but in smaller
numbers. The harbor where activities
will take place is on south VAFB
approximately 2.5 mi (4.02 km) south of
Point Arguello, CA, and approximately
1 mi (1.61 km) north of the nearest
marine mammal pupping site (i.e.,
Rocky Point). An Incidental Harassment
Authorization (IHA) was issued to
Boeing on May 20, 2002 and remains in
effect for a one-year period (see 67 FR
36151, May 23, 2002).

Specified Activities

Additional information of the work
proposed for 2003 is contained in the
application, which is available upon
request (see ADDRESSES) and in the Final
US Air Force Environmental
Assessment for Harbor Activities
Associated with the Delta IV Program at
Vandenberg Air Force Base (ENSR
International, 2001).

Comments and Responses

On April 9, 2003 (68 FR 17351),
NMFS published a notice of receipt and
a 30—day public comment period was
provided on the application and
proposed authorization. That notice
described the activity and anticipated
effects on marine mammals. Comments
were received from Boeing which
requested that the mitigation measure be
modified to allow for the continuation
of activities while seals are present. As
the Notice stated, the rocks near the
VAFB harbor are not typically used by
large numbers of harbor seals nor is
there pupping: “...on average the
number of harbor seals hauled out near
the site is less than 30 and there is no
pupping at nearby sites” (68 Fed. Reg.
17351 at 17353). The monitoring that
was performed for the VAFB harbor
dredging during the fall of 2001 and
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