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signed by an authorized NOAA official
has been received.

Unsuccessful applications will be
kept on file in the Program office for a
period of at least 12 months, then
destroyed.

VI. Administrative Requirements

A. Pre-Award Notification Requirements

The Department of Commerce Pre-
Award Notification of Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements
contained in the Federal Register notice
of October 1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), as
amended by the Federal Register notice
published October 30, 2002 (67 FR
66109), is applicable to this solicitation.

B. Indirect Cost Rates

Regardless of any approved indirect
cost rate applicable to the award, the
maximum dollar amount of allocable
indirect costs for which the Department
of Commerce will reimburse the
recipient shall be the lesser of the line
item amount for the Federal share of
indirect costs contained in the approved
budget of the award, or the Federal
share of the total allocable indirect costs
of the award based on the indirect cost
rate approved by an oversight or
cognizant Federal agency and current at
the time the cost was incurred, provided
the rate is approved on or before the
award end date. However, the Federal
share of the indirect costs may not
exceed 25 percent of the total proposed
direct costs for this Program. Applicants
with indirect costs above 25 percent
may use the amount above the 25
percent level as cost sharing. If the
applicant does not have a current
negotiated rate and plans to seek
reimbursement for indirect costs,
documentation necessary to establish a
rate must be submitted within 90 days
of receiving an award.

C. Allowable Costs

Funds awarded cannot necessarily
pay all the costs that the recipient might
incur in the course of carrying out the
project. Allowable costs are determined
by reference to the Office of
Management and Budget Circulars A—
122, “Cost Principles for Nonprofit
Organizations”; A-21, “Cost Principles
for Education Institutions”; and A-87,
“Cost Principles for State, Local and
Indian Tribal Governments.” Generally,
costs that are allowable include salaries,
equipment, supplies, and training, as
long as these are “‘necessary and
reasonable.” Funds cannot be used for
construction activities beyond minor
facility upgrades, e.g., adding tanks or
plumbing.

Classification

This action has been determined to be
“not significant” for purposes of
Executive Order 12866. Applications
under this program are subject to
Executive Order 12372,
“Intergovernmental Review of Federal
Programs.” Under 5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2),
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment are not required for rules
concerning public property, loans,
grants, benefits and contracts. Because
notice and an opportunity for comment
are not required pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
553 or any other law, the analytical
requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 et. seq. are
inapplicable.

Under section 553(a)(2) of the
Administrative Procedure Act, prior
notice and an opportunity for public
comment are not required for this notice
concerning grants, benefits, and
contracts. Therefore, a regulatory
flexibility analysis is not required for
the purposes of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

This notice contains collection-of-
information requirements subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act. The use of
Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B, and
CD-346 has been approved by OMB
under the respective control numbers
0348-0043, 0348-0044, 0348-0040, and
0605-0001.

Notwithstanding any other provision
of the law, no person is required to
respond to, nor shall any person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply
with a collection of information subject
to the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act unless that collection
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Dated: June 4, 2003.
John Oliver,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Operations, National Marine Fisheries
Service.
[FR Doc. 03-14577 Filed 6—9—-03; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit and
availability of environmental
assessment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr.
Peter L. Tyack, Biology Department,
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution,
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, 02543, has
been issued a permit to take various
cetacean species for purposes of
scientific research.

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376;

Northeast Region, NMFS, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298; phone (978)281-9200; fax
(978)281-9371;

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive North, St.
Petersburg, FL 33702—2432; phone
(727)570-5301; fax (727)570-5320.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Carrie Hubard, Tammy Adams, or Steve
Leathery, (301)713-2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ApI‘il
23, 2003, notice was published in the
Federal Register (68 FR 19974) that a
request for a scientific research permit
to take cetacean species, including
endangered whales, had been submitted
by the above-named individual and that
a draft environmental assessment had
been prepared on the proposed research.
The requested permit has been issued
under the authority of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
the taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226). The environmental
assessment has been finalized and is
available for review.

The permit authorizes takes of various
cetacean species, including endangered
whales, in the North Atlantic, including
the Gulf of Mexico, and Mediterranean
Sea. The research is divided into three
projects which use as their principle
sampling technique the short-term
tagging (via suction cup mounted
instruments) of marine mammals with
an advanced digital sound recording tag
(DTAG) that can record the acoustic
stimuli an animal hears, while also
measuring the animal’s vocal,
behavioral, and physiological responses
to sound. Takes include harassment
during close approaches for behavior
observation and photo-identification,
attachment of tags, focal follows (i.e.,
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following a tagged whale to observe its
behavior), and controlled exposure to
playbacks of a whale-finding sonar,
airgun sounds, and/or sperm whale
(Physeter macrocephalus) social
vocalizations (codas). When the DTAGs
are retrieved after release, small
fragments of sloughed skin are often
found in the suction cup. These tissue
samples will be exported from field sites
and imported for genetic analyses.

Project 1 will involve applying
DTAGs to a variety of whale and
dolphin species to study the baseline
behavior of animals tagged throughout
the North Atlantic. There are three main
goals of Project 1: (1) to obtain
continuous sampling of marine mammal
vocal and motor behavior, (2) to
determine correction factors that can be
applied to visual sighting data to better
estimate population and stock
abundance, and (3) to serve as a control
group for Projects 2 and 3, described
below.

For Project 2, tagged whales and
dolphins in the Mediterranean Sea will
be used as test subjects in controlled
tests of a whale-finding sonar developed
by a North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) undersea research lab in Italy.
Maximum received level will be 160 dB
re 1 pPa rms. Playbacks of sperm whale
codas will be used as a control stimulus.
The goal of Project 2 is to validate the
effectiveness of a whale-finding sonar,
to calibrate measurements of the target
strength of marine mammals as a
function of aspect, and to assess the
received levels at which animals that
can hear the sonar may start to show
changes in behavior.

For Project 3 the responses of tagged
sperm whales to short impulses from
airgun arrays at received levels no
higher than 180 dB re 1 pPa rms will be
studied in the Gulf of Mexico. Playbacks
of sperm whale codas will be used as a
control stimulus. These studies will
involve visual observations of surfacing
sperm whales, passive acoustic tracking
of diving sperm whales, and tagging
sperm whales with DTAGs. The primary
research objective of the Project 3 airgun
playbacks is to determine what
characteristics of exposure to specific
sounds evoke behavioral responses in
marine mammals.

The purpose of the research, as stated
in the application, is to study the
biology, foraging ecology,
communication, and behavior of
cetacean species, with a focus on their
responses to anthropogenic sounds in
the marine environment. The permit
will be valid for a period of five years.

Issuance of this permit, as required by
the ESA, was based on a finding that
such permit (1) was applied for in good

faith, (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of the endangered species
which is the subject of this permit, and
(3) is consistent with the purposes and
policies set forth in section 2 of the
ESA.

Dated: June 4, 2003.

Stephen L. Leathery,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—14578 Filed 6—9-03; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
[Docket No. EA—236-A]

Application To Export Electric Energy;
American Electric Power Service Corp.

AGENCY: Office of Fossil Energy, DOE.
ACTION: Notice of application.

SUMMARY: American Electric Power
Service Corporation (AEPSC), on behalf
of its public utility operating
companies, has applied for authority to
transmit electric energy from the United
States to Mexico pursuant to section
202(e) of the Federal Power Act.

DATES: Comments, protests or requests
to intervene must be submitted on or
before June 25, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Comments, protests or
requests to intervene should be
addressed as follows: Office of Coal &
Power Im/Ex (FE-27), Office of Fossil
Energy, U.S. Department of Energy,
1000 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20585-0350 (FAX 202—
287-5736).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Xavier Puslowski (Program Office) 202—
586—4708 or Michael Skinker (Program
Attorney) 202-586—2793.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Exports of
electricity from the United States to a
foreign country are regulated and
require authorization under section
202(e) of the Federal Power Act (FPA)
(16 U.S.C. 824a(e)).

On April 5, 2001, the Office of Fossil
Energy (FE) of the Department of Energy
(DOE) received an application from
AEPSC, on behalf of its public utility
operating companies, to transmit
electric energy from the United States to
Mexico. Notice of the export application
was placed in the Federal Register on
April 18, 2001, and an order authorizing
exports to Mexico was issued on June
15, 2001. That order will expire on June
15, 2003.

On May 21, 2003, AEPSC applied for
an extension of its authorization. This
application was again filed by AEPSC

on behalf of its public utility affiliates,
namely: Appalachian Power Company;
AEP Texas Central Company; Columbus
Southern Power Company; Indiana
Michigan Power Company; Kentucky
Power Company; Ohio Power Company;
Public Service Company of Oklahoma;
Southwestern Electric Power Company;
and AEP Texas North Company
(collectively, the “AEP Operating
Companies” or the “Applicants”).
AEPSC is incorporated under the laws
of the State of New York and has its
principal place of business in
Columbus, Ohio. The electric energy
which the applicants propose to export
to Mexico would be either from surplus
generation of the AEP Operating
Companies or from purchases made on
the wholesale market.

The applicants propose to arrange for
the delivery of electric energy to Mexico
over the international transmission
facilities owned by San Diego Gas &
Electric Company, El Paso Electric
Company, Central Power and Light
Company, and Comision Federal de
Electricidad, the national electric utility
of Mexico. The construction of each of
the international transmission facilities
to be utilized by the applicants, as more
fully described in the application, has
previously been authorized by a
Presidential permit issued pursuant to
Executive Order 10485, as amended.

Procedural Matters: Any person
desiring to become a party to this
proceeding or to be heard by filing
comments or protests to this application
should file a petition to intervene,
comment or protest at the address
provided above in accordance with
§§385.211 or 385.214 of the FERC’s
rules of practice and procedures (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214). Fifteen copies of
each petition and protest should be filed
with the DOE on or before the date
listed above.

Comments on the AEPSC application
to export electric energy to Mexico
should be clearly marked with Docket
EA-236-A. Additional copies are to be
filed directly with F. Mitchell Dutton,
Esq., American Electric Power Service
Corporation, 1 Riverside Plaza, 15th
Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215-2373 and
John R. Lilyestrom, Esq., Hogan &
Hartson, LLP, 555 13th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20004.

A final decision will be made on this
application after the environmental
impacts have been evaluated pursuant
to the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA), and a
determination is made by the DOE that
the proposed action will not adversely
impact the reliability of the U.S. electric
power supply system.
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