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NorthwestAutomatic Products, Inc. 
demonstrated an inability to pay its 
allocated share, and qualifies for a 
reduction in the settlement amount. 
This proposed settlement requires 
Northwest Automatic Products, Inc. to 
pay $10,000 to resolve its liability at the 
Site. Through this settlement, and 
subject to certain reopeners, EPA 
covenants not to sue Northwest 
Automatic Products, Inc. for injunctive 
relief or response costs concerning the 
Site. In addition, Northwest Automatic 
Products, Inc. receives contribution 
protection for matters addressed in the 
settlement.

Dated: May 2, 2003. 
Gale Hutton, 
Acting Regional Administrator, United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region VII.
[FR Doc. 03–12355 Filed 5–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[FRL–7499–1] 

Notice of Proposed Purchaser 
Agreement Pursuant to the 
Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act of 1980, As Amended

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice; request for public 
comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980, as amended by the 
Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act of 1986, 
(‘‘CERCLA’’), 42 U.S.C. 9601–9675, 
notice is hereby given that a proposed 
prospective purchaser agreement 
(‘‘Purchaser Agreement’’) associated 
with the Wade/ABM Superfund Site, 
Chester City, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania was executed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Department of Justice and is now 
subject to public comment, after which 
the United States may modify or 
withdraw its consent if comments 
received disclose facts or considerations 
which indicate that the Purchaser 
Agreement is inappropriate, improper, 
or inadequate. The Purchaser 
Agreement would resolve certain 
potential EPA claims under sections 106 
and 107 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. 9606, 
9607, against the Chester Parking 
Authority (‘‘Purchaser’’). The settlement 
would require the Purchaser to, among 
other things, pay $1,000 to defray the 

United States’ administrative costs 
incurred in preparing the Purchaser 
Agreement, upgrade the existing 
containment and storm water 
management controls, implement the 
institutional controls detailed in the 
Purchaser Agreement, and redevelop the 
subject property as a parking facility. 

For thirty (30) days following the date 
of publication of this notice, the Agency 
will receive written comments relating 
to the Purchaser Agreement. The 
Agency’s response to any comments 
received will be available for public 
inspection at the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region III, 1650 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before June 16, 2003.
ADDRESSES: The Purchaser Agreement 
and additional background information 
relating to the Purchaser Agreement are 
available for public inspection at the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region III, 1650 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103. A copy of the 
Purchaser Agreement may be obtained 
from Thomas A. Cinti (3RC42), Senior 
Assistant Regional Counsel, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1650 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. 
Comments should reference the ‘‘Wade/
ABM Superfund Site, Prospective 
Purchaser Agreement’’ and ‘‘EPA Docket 
No. CERC–03–2002–0293PP,’’ and 
should be forwarded to Thomas A. Cinti 
at the above address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Cinti (3RC42), Senior 
Assistant Regional Counsel, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1650 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103, 
Phone: (215) 814–2634.

Dated: May 8, 2003. 
James W. Newsom, 
Acting Regional Administrator, Region III.
[FR Doc. 03–12357 Filed 5–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[FRL–7498–9] 

Notice of Approval of Submissions To 
Prohibit Mixing Zones for 
Bioaccumulative Chemicals of 
Concern Pursuant to Section 118 of 
the Clean Water Act and the Water 
Quality Guidance for the Great Lakes 
System for the States of Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio 
and Wisconsin

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of 
approval of submissions by the States of 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio and Wisconsin to prohibit mixing 
zones for bioaccumulative chemicals of 
concern (BCCs) in the Great Lakes 
System pursuant to section 118(c) of the 
Clean Water Act and the Water Quality 
Guidance for the Great Lakes System, as 
amended.
DATES: EPA’s approval is effective on 
May 16, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mery Jackson-Willis, U.S. EPA, Region 
5, 77 West Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 
60604, or telephone her at (312) 353–
3717. Copies of materials considered by 
EPA in its decision are available for 
review by appointment at U.S. EPA 
Region 5, 77 West Jackson Blvd, 
Chicago, IL 60604. Appointments may 
be made by calling Ms. Jackson-Willis.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On March 
23, 1995, EPA published the Final 
Water Quality Guidance for the Great 
Lakes System (Guidance). See 60 FR 
15366. The 1995 Guidance established 
minimum water quality standards, 
antidegradation policies, and 
implementation procedures for the 
waters of the Great Lakes System in the 
States of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 
Specifically, the 1995 Guidance 
specified numeric criteria for selected 
pollutants to protect aquatic life, 
wildlife and human health within the 
Great Lakes System and provided 
methodologies to derive numeric 
criteria for additional pollutants 
discharged to these waters. The 1995 
Guidance also included minimum 
implementation procedures and an 
antidegradation policy. 

The 1995 Guidance, which was 
codified at 40 CFR part 132, required 
the Great Lakes States to adopt and 
submit to EPA for approval water 
quality criteria, methodologies, policies 
and procedures that are consistent with 
the Guidance. 40 CFR 132.4 & 132.5. 
EPA is required to approve of the State’s 
submission within 90 days or notify the 
State that EPA has determined that all 
or part of the submission is inconsistent 
with the Clean Water Act (CWA) or the 
Guidance and identify any necessary 
changes to obtain EPA approval. If the 
State fails to make the necessary 
changes within 90 days after the 
notification, EPA must publish a notice 
in the Federal Register identifying the 
approved and disapproved elements of 
the submission and a final rule 
identifying the provisions of part 132 
that shall apply for discharges within 
the State.
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Soon after being published, the 
Guidance was challenged in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit. On June 6, 1997, the 
Court issued a decision upholding 
virtually all of the provisions contained 
in the 1995 Guidance (American Iron 
and Steel Institute, et al. v. EPA, 115 
F.3d 979 (D.C. Cir. 1997)); however, the 
Court vacated the provisions of the 
Guidance that would have eliminated 
mixing zones for BCCs (115 F.3d at 985). 
The Court held that EPA had ‘‘failed to 
address whether the measure is cost-
justified,’’ and remanded the provision 
to EPA for an opportunity to address 
this issue (115 F.3d at 997). In response 
to the Court’s remand, EPA reexamined 
the factual record, including its cost 
analyses, and published the Proposal to 
Amend the Final Water Quality 
Guidance for the Great Lakes System to 
Prohibit Mixing Zones for 
Bioaccumulative Chemicals of Concern 
in the Federal Register on October 4, 
1999 (64 FR 53632). EPA received 
numerous comments, data, and 
information from commenters in 
response to the proposal. 

After reviewing and analyzing the 
information in the rulemaking record, 
including those comments, on 
November 13, 2000, EPA published the 
final rule amending the Final Water 
Quality Guidance for the Great Lakes 
System to Prohibit Mixing Zones for 
Bioaccumulative Chemicals of Concern, 
to be codified in appendix F, procedure 
3.C of 40 CFR part 132. As amended, the 
Guidance requires that States adopt 
mixing zone provisions that prohibit 
mixing zones for new discharges of 
BCCs effective immediately upon 
adoption of the provision by the State, 
and to prohibit mixing zones for 
existing discharges of BCCs after 
November 15, 2010, except where a 
mixing zone is determined by the State 
to be necessary to support water 
conservation measures and overall load 
reductions of BCCs or where a mixing 
zone is determined by the State to be 
necessary for technical or economic 
reasons. Under the amended Guidance, 
States were given two years to adopt 
and submit revised water quality 
standards conforming with the amended 
Guidance.

EPA has conducted its review of the 
States’ submissions to prohibit mixing 
zones for BCCs in accordance with the 
requirements of section 118(c)(2) of the 
CWA and 40 CFR part 132. Section 118 
requires that States adopt policies, 
standards and procedures that are 
‘‘consistent with’’ the Guidance. EPA 
has interpreted the statutory term 
‘‘consistent with’’ to mean ‘‘as 
protective as’’ the corresponding 

requirements of the Guidance. Thus, the 
Guidance gives States the flexibility to 
adopt requirements that are not the 
same as the Guidance, provided that the 
State’s provisions afford at least as 
stringent a level of environmental 
protection as that provided by the 
corresponding provision of the 
Guidance. In making its evaluation, EPA 
has considered the language of each 
State’s standards, policies and 
procedures, as well as any additional 
information provided by the State 
clarifying how it interprets or will 
implement its provisions. 

In this proceeding, EPA has reviewed 
the States’ submissions to determine 
their consistency only with respect to 
appendix F, procedure 3.C of 40 CFR 
part 132. EPA has not reopened part 132 
in any respect, and today’s action does 
not affect, alter or amend in any way the 
substantive provisions of part 132. To 
the extent any members of the public 
commented during this proceeding that 
any provision of part 132 is unjustified 
as a matter of law, science or policy, 
those comments are outside the scope of 
this proceeding. 

Today’s notice identifies the elements 
of the States’ Great Lakes BCC mixing 
zone provisions that EPA is approving 
today. Additional explanations of EPA’s 
review of and conclusions regarding the 
States’ submissions on this issue are 
contained in the administrative record 
for today’s actions in documents 
prepared for each State. 

1. The State of Illinois 
Illinois’ regulations for mixing zones 

for BCCs are found at Title 35: 
Environmental Protection, Subtitle C: 
Water Pollution, Chapter I: Pollution 
Control Board, Part 302: Water Quality 
Standards, Subpart E: Lake Michigan 
Basin Water Quality Standards, Section 
302.530: Supplemental Mixing 
Provisions for Bioaccumulative 
Chemicals of Concern. Illinois adopted 
its BCC mixing zone provisions at the 
same time it adopted its other Great 
Lakes water quality standards. Illinois’ 
supplemental mixing provisions for 
BCCs at 302.530 prohibit mixing zones 
for new discharges of BCCs commencing 
on or after December 24, 1997, prohibit 
mixing zones for existing discharges 
after March 23, 2007 except where a 
continued mixing zone is necessary for 
water conservation that will result in an 
overall reduction in BCC mass loadings 
to the Lake Michigan Basin or where a 
mixing zone is determined to be 
necessary based on technical or 
economic grounds. EPA reviewed 
Illinois’ rules at 302.503 and determined 
that they are consistent with the 
requirements of the amended Guidance. 

EPA therefore approves of Illinois’ rules 
at 302.530. 

2. The State of Indiana 
Indiana’s mixing zone provisions for 

BCCs are found at 327 IAC 5–2–
11.4(b)(1). Indiana’s rules prohibit 
mixing zones for BCCs for new 
discharges of BCCs and existing and 
new discharges of BCCs to the open 
waters of Lake Michigan. Mixing zones 
for existing discharges of BCCs to waters 
other than the open waters of Lake 
Michigan will be prohibited beginning 
January 1, 2004 with the exceptions 
allowed under the amended Guidance 
for water conservation measures and 
technical and economic considerations. 
Indiana adopted its rules prohibiting 
mixing zones at the same time it 
adopted its original Great Lakes rules. 
EPA reviewed Indiana’s rules at 327 IAC 
5–2–11.4(b)(1) and determined that they 
are consistent with the requirements of 
the amended Guidance. EPA therefore 
approves of Indiana’s rules at 327 IAC 
5–2–11.4(b)(1). 

3. The State of Michigan 
Michigan’s regulations for mixing 

zones for BCCs are found at R 
323.1082(6). Michigan adopted its BCC 
mixing zone provisions at the same time 
it adopted its other Great Lakes water 
quality standards. Michigan’s mixing 
provisions for BCCs at R 323.1082(6) 
prohibit mixing zones for new 
discharges of BCCs, prohibit mixing 
zones for existing discharges after 
March 23, 2007 except where a 
continued mixing zone is necessary for 
water conservation that will result in an 
overall reduction in BCC mass loadings 
or where a mixing zone is determined 
to be necessary based on technical or 
economic grounds. EPA reviewed 
Michigan’s rules at R 323.1082(6) and 
determined that they are consistent with 
the requirements of the amended 
Guidance. EPA therefore approves of 
Michigan’s rules at R 323.1082(6). 

4. The State of Minnesota 
Minnesota’s regulations for mixing 

zones for BCCs are found at 7052.0210, 
subpart 3, of Minnesota’s administrative 
code. Minnesota adopted its BCC 
mixing zone provisions at the same time 
it adopted its other Great Lakes water 
quality standards. Minnesota’s mixing 
provisions for BCCs at 7052.0210, 
subpart 3 prohibit mixing zones for new 
discharges of BCCs as of March 9, 1998 
and for existing discharges after March 
23, 2007, except where a continued 
mixing zone is necessary for water 
conservation that will result in an 
overall reduction in BCC mass loadings 
or where a mixing zone is determined
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to be necessary based on technical or 
economic grounds. EPA reviewed 
Minnesota’s rules at 7052.0210, subpart 
3 and determined that they are 
consistent with the requirements of the 
amended Guidance. EPA therefore 
approves of Minnesota’s rules at 
7052.0210, subpart 3. 

5. The State of Ohio 
Ohio’s regulations for mixing zones 

for BCCs are found at OAC 3745–2–05 
and 3745–2–08. Ohio’s rules for mixing 
zones for BCCs were adopted on August 
30, 2002, and became effective on 
December 30, 2002. Ohio’s mixing 
provisions for BCCs at OAC 3745–2–05 
prohibit mixing zones for new 
discharges of BCCs as of the effective 
date of the rule, December 30, 2002, and 
for existing discharges after November 
15, 2010, except where a continued 
mixing zone is necessary for water 
conservation that will result in an 
overall reduction in BCC mass loadings 
or where a mixing zone is determined 
to be necessary based on technical or 
economic grounds. EPA reviewed 
Ohio’s rules at OAC 3745–2–05 and 
3745–2–08 and determined that they are 
consistent with the requirements of the 
amended Guidance. EPA therefore 
approves of Ohio’s rules at OAC 3745–
2–05 and 3745–2–08. 

6. The State of Wisconsin 
Wisconsin’s regulations for mixing 

zones for BCCs are found at NR 
106.06(2). Wisconsin’s rules for mixing 
zones for BCCs were adopted at the 
same time as Wisconsin adopted its 
other Great Lakes rules. Wisconsin’s 
mixing provisions for BCCs at NR 
106.06(2) prohibit mixing zones for new 
discharges of BCCs as of March 23, 
1997. Wisconsin’s rules do not address 
mixing zones for BCCs for existing 
discharges, except to state in a note 
included within Wisconsin’s rules at NR 
106.06(2) that Wisconsin is aware of the 
requirement to prohibit mixing zones 
for BCCs for existing discharges and will 
adopt rules prohibiting mixing zones for 
BCCs for existing discharges prior to the 
effective date of the prohibition. EPA 
reviewed Wisconsin’s rules at NR 
106.06(2) and determined that they are 
consistent with the requirements of the 
amended Guidance that have immediate 
force and effect. EPA therefore approves 
of Wisconsin’s rules at NR 106.06(2). 
EPA will review the rules to be 
developed by Wisconsin to implement 
the mixing zone prohibition for BCCs 
for existing Great Lakes dischargers 
when they are developed and submitted 
to EPA. If Wisconsin fails to adopt and 
submit to EPA rules to ensure that the 
prohibition takes effect in Wisconsin on 

or before November 15, 2010, EPA will 
take the necessary actions to ensure that 
mixing zones are prohibited for existing 
discharges of BCCs for waters of the 
Great Lakes System in the State of 
Wisconsin by that date.

David A. Ullrich, 
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 5.
[FR Doc. 03–12356 Filed 5–15–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

FEDERAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Notice of Issuance of Statement of 
Federal Financial Accounting 
Standards (SFFAS) No. 23) 

Board Action: Pursuant to the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92–
463), as amended, and the FASAB Rules 
of Procedure, as amended in October, 
1999, notice is hereby given that the 
Federal Accounting Standards Advisory 
Board has issued Statement of Federal 
Financial Accounting Standards 
(SFFAS) No. 23, Eliminating the 
Category National Defense Property, 
Plant and Equipment.

The Board approved the Statement in 
February 2003, and submitted it to 
FASAB principals for a 90-day review. 
The review period closed on May 8, 
2003. 

SFFAS No. 23 represents a major step 
in the process of ensuring accountability 
for all operating property, plant, and 
equipment through the framework of 
generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

The standards prescribed in SFFAS 
No. 23 are effective for periods 
beginning after September 30, 2002. 
Hard copies of the statement will be 
mailed to the FASAB mailing list. It is 
also available on the FASAB Web site at 
www.fasab.gov or by calling 202–512–
7350.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Wendy Comes, Executive Director, 441 
G St., NW., Mail Stop 6K17V, 
Washington, DC 20548, or call (202) 
512–7350.

Authority: Federal Advisory Committee 
Act. Pub. L. No. 92–463.

Dated: May 9, 2003. 

Wendy M. Comes, 
Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 03–12210 Filed 5–15–03; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 1610–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry 

[Program Announcement 03120] 

Applied Research on Antimicrobial 
Resistance: Characterization of Strains 
of Community-Associated MRSA; 
Notice of Availability of Funds; 
Amendment 

A notice announcing the availability 
of Fiscal Year 2003 funds for a grant 
program to support applied research on 
antimicrobial resistance was published 
in the Federal Register dated May 5, 
2003, Volume 68, Number 86, pages 
23720–23722. The notice is amended as 
follows: Page 23721, first column, first 
paragraph, lines five through six, 
remove the phrase ‘‘Multi Locus Sub 
Typing’’ and replace with ‘‘Multi Locus 
Sequence Typing’’.

Dated: May 12, 2003. 
Sandra R. Manning, 
Director, Procurement and Grants Office, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
[FR Doc. 03–12238 Filed 5–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4163–18–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services 

[Document Identifier: CMS–R–77, CMS–
1537, CMS–10067, CMS–R–200, CMS–R–
247, CMS–1515/1572, and CMS–668B] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Proposed Collection; 
Comment Request

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, HHS. 

In compliance with the requirement 
of section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) (formerly known as the 
Health Care Financing Administration 
(CMS)), Department of Health and 
Human Services, is publishing the 
following summary of proposed 
collections for public comment. 
Interested persons are invited to send 
comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection of information, including any 
of the following subjects: (1) The 
necessity and utility of the proposed 
information collection for the proper 
performance of the agency’s functions;
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