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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

7 CFR Part 985
[Docket No. FV03-985-3 C]

Marketing Order Regulating the
Handling of Spearmint Oil Produced in
the Far West; Revision of
Administrative Rules and Regulations
Governing Issuance of Additional
Allotment Base to New and Existing
Producers; Correction

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Correcting amendment.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS) is adding provisions to
the Code of Federal Regulations
governing the issuance of additional
allotment base to existing spearmint oil
producers under the marketing order
regulating the handling of spearmint oil
grown in the Far West. These provisions
were inadvertently removed in May
2000 when additional allotment base
provisions for new producers were
modified.

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 14, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert J. Curry, Northwest Marketing
Field Office, Marketing Order
Administration Branch, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs, AMS, USDA, 1220
SW Third Avenue, suite 385, Portland,
Oregon 97204; telephone: (503) 326—
2724, Fax: (503) 326-7440; or George
Kelhart, Technical Advisor, Marketing
Order Administration Branch, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs, AMS, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue SW., STOP 0237,
Washington, DC 20090-0237; telephone:
(202) 720-2491, Fax: (202) 720-8938.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

AMS discovered that an error exists in
§ 985.153 of the codified regulations. A
final rule published in the Federal
Register on Thursday, May 11, 2000 (65
FR 30341), was intended to revise
provisions in § 985.153(c)(1) governing
issuance of additional allotment base to
new spearmint oil producers in the Far
West and to leave the provisions in
§985.153(c)(2) on additional allotment
base for existing producers unchanged.
However, the editing instructions
specified in the final rule resulted in the
provisions for existing producers being
removed from the codified regulations.

Need for Correction

The codified provisions in paragraph
(c) of §985.153 do not include

additional allotment base procedures for
existing producers. This correction
document adds such provisions. The
provisions added are the same as those
that were in paragraph (c)(2) prior to the
issuance of the final rule in May 2000.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 985

Marketing agreements, Oils and fats,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Spearmint oil.

= Accordingly, 7 CFR Part 985 is
corrected by making the following
amendment:

PART 985—MARKETING ORDER
REGULATING THE HANDLING OF
SPEARMINT OIL PRODUCED IN THE
FAR WEST

» 1. The authority citation for 7 CFR Part
985 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 601-674.

§985.153

» 2.In §985.153, paragraph (c)(2) is
added to read as follows:

[Corrected]

§985.153 Issuance of additional allotment
base to new and existing producers.
* * * * *

(C]* *  *

(2) Existing producers. (i) The
Committee shall review all requests
from existing producers for additional
allotment base.

(ii) Each existing producer of a class
of spearmint oil who requests additional
allotment base and who has the ability
to produce additional quantities of that
class of spearmint oil, shall be eligible
to receive a share of the additional
allotment base for that class of oil.
Additional allotment base to be issued
by the Committee for a class of oil shall
be distributed equally among the
eligible producers for that class of oil.
The Committee shall immediately notify
each producer who is to receive
additional allotment base by issuing that
producer an allotment base in the
appropriate amount.

Dated: May 7, 2003.
A.]. Yates,

Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 03-11891 Filed 5-12—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Parts 1 and 11

[Docket No. FAA-2003-15134, Amdt. Nos.
1-51 and 11-48] [Docket No. DOT 20860]

Revision of Public Aircraft Definition
AGENCY: Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; technical
amendment.

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation
Administration is amending its
regulations to conform them to the
statutory definition of “public aircraft,”
as revised by the Wendell H. Ford
Aviation Investment and Reform Act for
the 21st Century. This amendment is
necessary to make the definition and
requirements in the regulations
consistent with those in the statute. This
amendment also restores to the
regulation a description of the statutory
requirements for units of government to
obtain exemptions for their civil aircraft.

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 13, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Catey, (AFS—220), Flight
Standards Service; Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591,
(202) 267—-8094.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Availability of Rulemaking Documents

You can get an electronic copy using
the Internet by:

(1) Searching the Department of
Transportation’s electronic Docket
Management System (DMS) Web page
(http://dms.dot.gov/search);

(2) Visiting the Office of Rulemaking’s
Web page at http://www.faa.gov/avr/
arm/index.cfm; or

(3) Accessing the Government
Printing Office’s Web page at http://
www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/
aces140.html.

You can also get a copy by submitting
a request to the Federal Aviation
Administration, Office of Rulemaking,
ARM-1, 800 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20591, or by
calling (202) 267-9680. Make sure to
identify the amendment number or
docket number of this rulemaking.

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
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statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78) or you
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

Background

On April 5, 2000, the Wendell H. Ford
Aviation Investment and Reform Act for
the 21st Century (AIR-21) was signed
into law as Public Law 106-181. Among
other provisions, the law revised the
statutory definition of the term “public
aircraft.” This technical amendment
revises the definition of “public
aircraft” in title 14 of the Code of
Federal Regulations to conform to the
statutory definition in Public Law 106—
181.

The distinction between civil and
public aircraft is that public aircraft are
excepted from many FAA regulations.
The changes enacted in AIR-21 did not
substantively change the definition of
public aircraft. Rather, Congress sought
to clarify an overly complex statutory
definition: “[t]he purpose and intent of
Congress in adding section 702 to H.R.
1000 [AIR-21] is solely to replace old
convoluted language (laden with
multiple negatives) with positive
language that states existing law in
terms that are readily understood by
both the nation’s aviation community
and the general public. Nothing in
section 702 should be interpreted as a
change in current public policy relating
to public aircraft.” (H.R. Rep. No. 106—
167, pt. 1, at 91 (1999)). This technical
amendment involves no exercise of
agency discretion, as the statutory
definition is already the controlling
legal authority.

Disposition of Comments to Previous
Revision

Prior to the enactment of AIR-21,
Congress revised the definition of
“public aircraft” in the Independent
Safety Board Act Amendments of 1994
(Pub. L. 103—411, enacted on October
25, 1994). Public Law 103—411
substantively changed the definition of
public aircraft, and further, it gave the
Administrator of the FAA the authority
to grant exemptions to government
entities whose operations lost public
aircraft status as a result of Public Law
103—411 (Pub. L. 103—411, section 3(b)).

In 1995, the FAA issued a final rule
amending the definition of public
aircraft in 14 CFR 1.1 (60 FR 5074,
January 25, 1995). The FAA also
requested comments from the public on
this action. The FAA received 14
comments on the rule, with the majority
expressing concern over exemptions
rather than the definition of “public
aircraft.”

The National Association of State
Aviation Officials and a county law
enforcement agency commented that
new requirements on ‘“‘compensation”
and “commercial purpose” would
severely impair law enforcement
agencies’ ability to cooperate and
respond to disasters properly. These
comments are no longer applicable
because of the statutory revision in
2000.

The Professional Aviation
Maintenance Association supported the
rule without further comment. All other
commenters were air carriers that
supported the rule but opposed
allowing an excessive number of
exemptions under the then-new
statutory authority.

Revised Definition of Public Aircraft

This technical amendment changes
the definition of “public aircraft” to
adopt the statutory definition in Public
Law 106-181 and as codified in 49
U.S.C. 40102. The amended definition
also contains the qualifications for
public aircraft status from Public Law
106-181 and as codified in 49 U.S.C.
40125. This technical amendment also
restores to 14 CFR part 11 the language
of Public Law 103—411 concerning
statutory exemptions for government
entities whose aircraft lost public
aircraft status as a result of that revision.
This language was omitted in the
revision of part 11 in 2000.

No Notice—Immediate Adoption of
Change

The FAA has not conducted notice
and comment procedures for this rule.
Notice and comment are not required
when it would be “impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.” See 5 U.S.C. 553(b). This
technical amendment will make the
regulations consistent with the statute
and will have no substantive legal
effect. Therefore, the FAA finds that
notice and comment are unnecessary.
This amendment will take effect
immediately, as it is not a substantive
amendment that requires a 30-day
period between publication in the
Federal Register and the effective date.
See 5 U.S.C. 553(d).

Rulemaking Analyses

This regulation imposes no additional
burden or requirement on the regulated
industry, any person, or organization.
Therefore, we have determined the
action is not a significant rule under
Executive Order 12866 or under
Department of Transportation
Regulatory Policy and Procedures. Also,
because this regulation is editorial in
nature, the FAA expects minimal

impact and finds that a full regulatory
evaluation is not required since the
regulation will simply conform to the
statute. In addition, the FAA certifies
that the rule will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects
14 CFR Part 1

Air transportation.
14 CFR Part 11

Administrative practice and
procedure, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.
= In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR parts 1 and 11 as follows:

PART 1—DEFINITIONS AND
ABBREVIATIONS

» 1. The authority citation for part 1
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

m 1.In § 1.1 revise the definition of
“public aircraft” to read as follows:

81.1 General definitions.
* * * * *

Public aircraft means any of the
following aircraft when not being used
for a commercial purpose or to carry an
individual other than a crewmember or
qualified non-crewmenber:

(1) An aircraft used only for the
United States Government; an aircraft
owned by the Government and operated
by any person for purposes related to
crew training, equipment development,
or demonstration; an aircraft owned and
operated by the government of a State,
the District of Columbia, or a territory or
possession of the United States or a
political subdivision of one of these
governments; or an aircraft exclusively
leased for at least 90 continuous days by
the government of a State, the District of
Columbia, or a territory or possession of
the United States or a political
subdivision of one of these
governments.

(i) For the sole purpose of
determining public aircraft status,
commercial purposes means the
transportation of persons or property for
compensation or hire, but does not
include the operation of an aircraft by
the armed forces for reimbursement
when that reimbursement is required by
any Federal statute, regulation, or
directive, in effect on November 1, 1999,
or by one government on behalf of
another government under a cost
reimbursement agreement if the
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government on whose behalf the
operation is conducted certifies to the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration that the operation is
necessary to respond to a significant and
imminent threat to life or property
(including natural resources) and that
no service by a private operator is
reasonably available to meet the threat.

(ii) For the sole purpose of
determining public aircraft status,
governmental function means an
activity undertaken by a government,
such as national defense, intelligence
missions, firefighting, search and
rescue, law enforcement (including
transport of prisoners, detainees, and
illegal aliens), aeronautical research, or
biological or geological resource
management.

(iii) For the sole purpose of
determining public aircraft status,
qualified non-crewmember means an
individual, other than a member of the
crew, aboard an aircraft operated by the
armed forces or an intelligence agency
of the United States Government, or
whose presence is required to perform,
or is associated with the performance of,
a governmental function.

(2) An aircraft owned or operated by
the armed forces or chartered to provide
transportation to the armed forces if—

(i) The aircraft is operated in
accordance with title 10 of the United
States Code;

(ii) The aircraft is operated in the
performance of a governmental function
under title 14, 31, 32, or 50 of the
United States Code and the aircraft is
not used for commercial purposes; or

(iii) The aircraft is chartered to
provide transportation to the armed
forces and the Secretary of Defense (or
the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating)
designates the operation of the aircraft
as being required in the national
interest.

(3) An aircraft owned or operated by
the National Guard of a State, the
District of Columbia, or any territory or
possession of the United States, and that
meets the criteria of paragraph (2) of this
definition, qualifies as a public aircraft
only to the extent that it is operated
under the direct control of the

Department of Defense.
* * * * *

PART 11—GENERAL RULEMAKING
PROCEDURES

» 3. The authority citation for part 11
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40101, 40103,

40105, 40109, 40113, 44110, 44502, 44701—
44702, 44711, and 46102.

m 4. Add new §11.103 to read as follows:

§11.103 What exemption relief may be
available to federal, state, and local
governments when operating aircraft that
are not public aircraft?

The Federal Aviation Administration
may grant a federal, state, or local
government an exemption from part A
of subtitle VII of title 49 United States
Code, and any regulation issued under
that authority that is applicable to an
aircraft as a result of the Independent
Safety Board Act Amendments of 1994,
Public Law 103—-411, if—

(a) The Administrator finds that
granting the exemption is necessary to
prevent an undue economic burden on
the unit of government; and

(b) The Administrator certifies that
the aviation safety program of the unit
of government is effective and
appropriate to ensure safe operations of
the type of aircraft operated by the unit
of government.

Issued in Washington, DC on May 5, 2003.
Donald P. Byrne,

Assistant Chief Counsel, Regulations
Division.

[FR Doc. 03—11922 Filed 5-12-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2002-NE-24-AD; Amendment
39-13144; AD 2003-10-01]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; General

Electric Company CF6-6 Series
Turbofan Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD), that is
applicable to General Electric (GE) CF6—
6 series turbofan engines. This
amendment requires a reduction of the
cyclic life limit for certain high pressure
turbine rotor (HPTR) rear shafts, and
requires removing certain HPTR rear
shafts from service before exceeding the
new, lower cyclic life limit. In addition,
this amendment requires removing from
service certain HPTR rear shafts that
currently exceed, or will exceed, the
new, lower cyclic life limit according to
the compliance schedule described in
this AD. This amendment is prompted
by an updated low-cycle-fatigue (LCF)
analysis performed by the manufacturer
that resulted in a lower cyclic life limit
for certain HPTR rear shaft part numbers

(PNs) installed in CF6-6 engines. The
actions specified by this AD are
intended to prevent cracks in HPTR rear
shafts that could result in uncontained
engine failure and damage to the
airplane.

DATES: Effective June 17, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Information regarding this
action may be examined, by
appointment, at the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), New England
Region, Office of the Regional Counsel,
12 New England Executive Park,
Burlington, MA.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Curtis, Aerospace Engineer,
Engine Certification Office, FAA, Engine
and Propeller Directorate, 12 New
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA
01803-5299; telephone: 781-238-7192;
fax 781-238-7199.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
include an AD that is applicable to GE
CF6-6 series turbofan engines was
published in the Federal Register on
January 8, 2003 (68 FR 1016). That
action proposed to require a reduction
of the cyclic life limit for certain HPTR
rear shafts, and to require removing
certain HPTR rear shafts from service
before exceeding the new, lower cyclic
life limit. In addition, that action
proposed to require removing from
service certain HPTR rear shafts that
currently exceed, or will exceed, the
new, lower cyclic life limit according to
the compliance schedule described in
that proposal.

Comments

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the
making of this amendment. No
comments were received on the
proposal or the FAA’s determination of
the cost to the public. The FAA has
determined that air safety and the
public interest require the adoption of
the rule as proposed.

Economic Analysis

There are approximately 55 GE CF6—
6 series turbofan engines of the affected
design in the domestic fleet that would
be affected by this AD. There are no
foreign registered engines. There are no
labor or parts costs associated with the
implementation of this AD. Based on
these figures, the total cost of the AD to
U.S. operators is estimated to be $41,690
per engine, which is the cost of new rear
shafts.

Regulatory Analysis

This final rule does not have
federalism implications, as defined in
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