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following subject line: “CAFTA TCB
Assistance.” Documents should be
submitted as either WordPerfect,
MSWord, or text (.TXT) files.
Supporting documentation submitted as
spreadsheets is acceptable as Quattro
Pro or Excel. For any document
containing business confidential
information submitted electronically,
the file name of the business
confidential version should begin with
the characters “BC-", and the file name
of the public version should begin with
the character “P-". The “P-"" or “BC-”
should be followed by the name of the
submitter. Persons who make
submissions by e-mail should not
provide separate cover letters;
information that might appear in a cover
letter should be included in the
submission itself. Similarly, to the
extent possible, any attachments to the
submission should be included in the
same file as the submission itself, and
not as separate files.

Written comments will be placed in a
file open to public inspection pursuant
to 15 CFR 2003.5, except confidential
business information exempt from
public inspection in accordance with 15
CFR 2003.6. Confidential business
information submitted in accordance
with 15 CFR 2003.6 must be clearly
marked “BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL”
at the top of each page, including any
cover letter or cover page, and must be
accompanied by a non-confidential
summary of the confidential
information. All public documents and
non-confidential summaries shall be
available for public inspection in the
USTR Reading Room in Room 3 of the
annex of the Office of the USTR, 1724
F Street, NW., Washington, DC 20508.
An appointment to review the file may
be made by calling (202) 395-6186. The
USTR Reading Room is generally open
to the public from 10 a.m.—12 p.m. and
1 p.m.—4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Appointments must be scheduled at
least 48 hours in advance.

General information concerning the
Office of the USTR may be obtained by
accessing its Internet server (http://
www.ustr.gov). General information
concerning the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)
may be obtained by accessing its
Internet server (http://www.usaid.gov).

Carmen Suro-Bredie,
Chairman, Trade Policy Staff Committee.

[FR Doc. 03—11379 Filed 5—-6-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190-01-P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Trade Policy Staff Committee; Request
for Public Comment on Review of
Employment Impact of United States—
Southern African Customs Union Free
Trade Agreement

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative, Department of
Labor.

ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Trade Policy Staff
Committee (TPSC) gives notice that the
Office of the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) and the
Department of Labor (Labor) are
initiating a review of the impact of the
proposed U.S.-Southern African
Customs Union Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) on United States employment,
including labor markets. This notice
seeks written public comment on
potentially significant sectoral or
regional employment impacts (both
positive and negative) in the United
States as well as other likely labor
market impacts of the FTA.

DATES: Public comments should be
received no later than June 6, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Submissions by electronic
mail: FRO075@ustr.gov. Submissions by
facsimile: Gloria Blue, Executive
Secretary, Trade Policy Staff Committee,
at (202) 395-6143.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
procedural questions concerning public
comments, contact Gloria Blue,
Executive Secretary, TPSC, Office of the
USTR, 1724 F Street, NW, Washington,
DC 20508, telephone (202) 395-3475.
Substantive questions concerning the
employment impact review should be
addressed to Jorge Perez-Lopez,
Director, Office of International
Economic Affairs, Bureau of
International Labor Affairs, U.S.
Department of Labor, 200 Constitution
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20210,
telephone (202) 693—4883; or William
Clatanoff, Assistant U.S. Trade
Representative for Labor, telephone
(202) 395-6120.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Background Information

On November 4, 2002, in accordance
with section 2104(a)(1) of the Trade Act
of 2002, the United States Trade
Representative, Ambassador Robert B.
Zoellick, notified Congress of the
President’s intent to enter into trade
negotiations with the member nations of
the Southern African Customs Union
(SACU): Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia,
South Africa, and Swaziland.
Ambassador Zoellick outlined specific

U.S. objectives for these negotiations in
the notification letters to Congress.
Copies of the letters are available at
http://www.ustr.gov/releases/2002/11/
2002-11-04-SACU-byrd.PDF and http:/
/www.ustr.gov/releases/2002/11/2002-
11-04-SACU-hastert.PDF.

The TPSC invited the public to
provide written comments and/or oral
testimony at a public hearing that took
place on December 16, 2002, to assist
USTR in amplifying and clarifying
negotiating objectives for the proposed
FTA and to provide advice on how
specific goods and services and other
matters should be treated under the
proposed agreement (67 FR 69295).

A free trade agreement with SACU
would deepen economic and political
ties to sub-Saharan Africa and lend
momentum to development efforts for
the region. SACU is the largest U.S.
export market in sub-Saharan Africa,
accounting for approximately $3.1
billion in exports in 2001. Total two-
way trade in goods between the United
States and the member countries of
SACU totaled $7.9 billion in 2001.
Leading U.S. exports to SACU include
machinery and equipment, aircraft,
vehicles, chemicals, plastics and
agricultural products. Leading U.S.
imports from SACU include vehicles,
minerals, precious stones and metals,
iron and steel products, and apparel.

2. Employment Impact Review

Section 2102(c)(5) of the Bipartisan
Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002,
19 U.S.C. 3802(c)(5), directs the
President to Areview the impact of
future trade agreements on United
States employment, including labor
markets, modeled after Executive Order
13141 to the extent appropriate in
establishing procedures and criteria,
report to the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Finance of the
Senate on such review, and make that
report available to the public.” USTR
and the Department of Labor will
conduct the employment reviews
through the TPSC.

The employment impact review will
be based on the following elements,
which are modeled to the extent
appropriate after those in EO 13141. The
review will be: (1) Written; (2) initiated
through a Federal Register notice
soliciting public comment and
information on the employment impact
of the FTA in the United States; (3)
made available to the public in draft
form for public comment, to the extent
practicable; and (4) made available to
the public in final form.

Comments may be submitted on
potentially significant sectoral or
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regional employment impacts (both
positive and negative) in the United
States as well as other likely labor
market impacts of the FTA. Persons
submitting comments should provide as
much detail as possible in support of
their submissions.

3. Requirements for Submissions

To ensure prompt and full
consideration of responses, the TPSC
strongly recommends that interested
persons submit comments by electronic
mail to the following e-mail address:
FR0075@ustr.gov. Persons making
submissions by e-mail should use the
following subject line: SACU
Employment Review.” Documents
should be submitted in WordPerfect,
MSWord, or text (.TXT) files.
Supporting documentation submitted as
spreadsheets is acceptable in Quattro
Pro or Excel format. For any document
containing business confidential
information submitted electronically,
the file name of the business
confidential version should begin with
the characters “BC-", and the file name
of the public version should begin with
the character “P-”. The “P-" or “BC-"
should be followed by the name of the
submitter. Persons who make
submissions by e-mail should not
provide separate cover letters;
information that might appear in a cover
letter should be included in the
submission itself. To the extent
possible, any attachments to the
submission should be included in the
same file as the submission itself, and
not as separate files.

Written comments will be placed in a
file open to public inspection pursuant
to 15 CFR 2003.5, except confidential
business information exempt from
public inspection in accordance with 15
CFR 2003.6. Confidential business
information submitted in accordance
with 15 CFR 2003.6 must be clearly
marked “BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL”
at the top of each page, including any
cover letter or cover page, and must be
accompanied by a non-confidential
summary of the confidential
information. All public documents and
non-confidential summaries shall be
available for public inspection in the
USTR Reading Room in Room 3 of the
Annex of the Office of the USTR, 1724
F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20508.
An appointment to review the file may
be made by calling (202) 395-6186. The
USTR Reading Room is generally open
to the public from 10 a.m—12 noon and
1-4 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Appointments must be scheduled at
least 48 hours in advance.

General information concerning the
Office of the United States Trade

Representative may be obtained by
accessing its Internet Web site (http://
www.ustr.gov).

Carmen Suro-Bredie,

Chairman, Trade Policy Staff Committee.
[FR Doc. 03—-11378 Filed 5-6-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Office of the Secretary

Notice of Order Soliciting Community
Proposals

AGENCY: Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Notice of Order Soliciting
Community Proposals (Order 2003—4—
22)Docket OST-2003-15065.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Transportation is soliciting proposals
from communities or consortia of
communities interested in receiving a
grant under the Small Community Air
Service Development Pilot Program. The
full text of the Department’s order is
attached to this document.

DATES: Grant Proposals should be
submitted no later than June 30, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Interested parties should
submit an original and four copies of
their proposals bearing the title
“Proposal under the Small Community
Air Service Development Pilot Program,
Docket OST-2003-15065,” as well as
the name of the applicant community or
consortium of communities, and the
legal sponsor, to Dockets Operations
and Media Management, M—30, Room
PL—-401, Department of Transportation,
400 7th Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Teresa Bingham, Associate Director,
Office of Aviation Analysis for the
Small Community Air Service
Development Pilot Program, 400 7th
Street SW., Washington, DC 20590,
(202) 366-1032.

Dated: April 29, 2003.
Read C. Van de Water,

Assistant Secretary for Aviation and
International Affairs.

Small Community Air Service
Development Pilot Program Under 49
U.S.C. 41743 et seq.

[Docket OST-2003-15065]

Summary

By this order, the Department invites
proposals from communities and/or
consortia of communities interested in
obtaining a Federal grant under the
Small Community Air Service
Development Pilot Program (Pilot

Program) to address air service and air
fare problems at their communities.
Proposals should be submitted no later
than June 30, 2003.

Background

On April 5, 2000, the President signed
the Wendell H. Ford Aviation
Investment and Reform Act for the 21st
Century (AIR-21), Public Law 106-181.
Among other things, the statute
established a new pilot program
designed to help smaller communities
enhance their air service. The statute
directs the Secretary of Transportation
to assist communities in developing
projects that will improve their access to
the National air transportation system
through public-private partnerships,
and to help communities overcome
factors that might be inhibiting
improvements in their current air
service.!

Specifically, the law authorizes the
Secretary to provide financial assistance
(direct financial assistance to an air
carrier is limited to three years) to as
many as 40 communities nationwide in
each year for which program funds are
appropriated, though no more than four
of those may be from the same state.2
Communities that are eligible to
participate in the grant program are
those communities that are served by an
airport that was not larger than a small
hub airport for calendar year 1997, as
defined by 49 U.S.C. 41743(c)(1), and
had insufficient air service or
unreasonably high air fares.3
Communities that currently do not have
air service qualify, but the airport where
service would be provided must meet
the certification requirements of the
Federal Aviation Administration for
commercial airports. While no
community is required to contribute a
portion or share of the cost of this
program, the law directs the Secretary to
give priority to those communities
where: (a) Average air fares are higher
than the air fares for all communities;
(b) a portion of the cost of the activity
contemplated by the community is
provided from local, non-airport-
revenue sources; (c) a public-private
partnership has been or will be
established to facilitate air carrier
service to the public; and, (d) improved
service will bring the material benefits
of scheduled air transportation to a

1See Appendix A for the actual text of the
authorizing statute.

2The statute specifies that a consortium of
communities should be considered as a single
entity; therefore, throughout this order we use
“community” to include consortia.

3 A small hub is defined as a community that has
at least 0.05%, but less than 0.25%, of the annual
passenger boardings in the United States.
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